


Aiea No. 1160, dated Caleutta, the 19th March 1880, 
iP Vrom—A. J, Parse, Esq., u.v., Surgeon-General, Bengal, 
To—The Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, Medical and Municipal Dept. 

Iw accordance with the Lieutenant-Governor’s instructions, I have the 
honor of submitting some remarks on a Ietter from Dr. Irving, late Surgeon. 
General, Bengal, which appeared in the Calcutta Znglishman of the 9th 
instant, and has been circulated in pamphl¢t form among the native teachers of 
medicine here. 

2. The material points in Dr. Irving’s letter are three. He first prodttces 
a table of figures to show that on certain days in 1878, at the Campbell 

. Hospital, the quantity of stimulants and dietary extras was too small for the 
wants of the patients. For this purpose he gives daily numbers of moribund 
persons, which yield an average of 32, and the daily expenditure of rum and 
milk, &c.5 and he adds—* The above seems to require no remark.” 

8, Dr. Irving’s figures are so obviously incorrect that they might indeed 
be dismissed without remark. He has found that there were 32 moribund 

in this hospital on each of ten consecutive days. A moribund person, 
asthe term is used here, and by Dr. Irving, means one who dies within 24 hours 
of admission. Consequently, to maintain a living average of 32 such persons 
daily, the same number must be admitted daily. The time of year was not the 
time of greatest sickness, and the number of moribunds then admitted was 

*. below, rather than above, the ordinary number. If Dr. Irving’s figures were 

true, the number of moribunds, and of course the number of deaths, in 1878 
would have exceeded by some hundreds the total number of cases of all kinds 
treated in the hospital. 

' 4. Dr. Mackenzie’s records show that, as a matter of fact, during the 
periods stated there were only four persons in the ward who died within 24 
hours of admission, and that the total number of deaths in the ward in those 
ten days was 18, a number which Vr. Irving would magnify into 322, that is 
the total number of his moribund persons. 

5, The manner in which Dr. Irving fell into so strange an error seems to 
be this: He yisited the temporary ward, sometimes called moribund ward, a 
separate building in which a variety of cases are kept fora time, and into which 
moribund persons among others are conveyed on admission. He regards all 
the occupants of this ward as moribund, though the register would have shown 
him that a large proportion of them recovered. Finding in the books a 
period during which the consumption of stimulants has been small, he, with- 
out further enquiry, compares the se number of occupants of the temporary 
ward, calls them al! moribund, and believes that he has proved to ‘emonstra- 
tion the insufficiency of treatment. 

6. Dr. Irving’s next point is that “ medical officers winked at the practice 

: ts receiving food from outside in order to supplement the Committee’s 

~* pacers If Dr. Irving had been in Calcutta in the days of extravagance 

and waste, he would have known that this practice was not then merely 

“winked at.” When the Government was paying most lavishly, the food 

given to the sick was so bad that a fund was raised by subscription for the 
purchase of articles of diet, which were distributed in organized system by 

‘ ‘visiting the wards. This was but a very few years ago, and has been 

mind by present residents of Calcutta during the late agitation as 
evils corrected by reform. The practice of introducing food into the 

: outside is a bad one. It means very often that beds are occupied 

le who have no right to them It has almost, if not entirely, 
the General Hospital and the Campbell Hospital under the present 

















 Irving’s third t is taken from a written statement of a 
per, to the effect t ‘after the introduction of the new scale of 
mts could with difficulty be prevailed on to remain in hospital, 
sy wore starved; but as it was necessary to keep the beds full, 
ons willing to remain were admitted,” 

ow on what principle a medical officer can find it neces- 


by admitting persons who do not require them. It 











_is not the interest of the sick that actuates him. It is against the interest of 
the State to do so. It cannot be defended on educational grounds, for trivial 
cases are treated daily in shundreds as out-patients. I have endeavoured to 
ascertain whether anything has occurred in the Oaleutta Hospitals under the 
new system to which Dr. Irving’s statement may be WE to apply. I. 
append the answers of the several medical officers concerned. 

9. Dr. Coates, who managed the Medical College Hospital up to the end 
of 1878, says that he never heard of d patient leaving the hospital for such a 
reason as that stated by Dr. Irving,«and quotes the testimony of Dr. Partridge 
on complaints of insufficiency. He adds that, so far from admitting trivial 
cases, he was forced to remove convalescents as speedily as possible from the 
wards-to make room for applicants severely ill; that the number of European 

tients he transferred to the General Hospital evoked remonstrance from its . 

Raperintendent ; that he transferred to the Campbell Hospital no less than * 
1,625 natives, all so ill that they were conveyed in carts ; besides eight or ten 
daily who were able to walk. These figures are verified by the books of the | 
Campbell Hospital. Dr. Irving upon this obtained what he called a very 
“salutary order” from Government prohibiting the excessive crowding of the 
Campbell Hospital. 

10. Dr. Smith assumed charge of the College Hospital at the end of 1878. 
He writes that, shortly after his return, the complaints made by the patients 
as to the insufficiency of the food were very numerous indeed, and many patients 
left the hospital, saying they did not get enough to eat. This sudden cha - 
must have been confined to the European wards, for I find that in the early .. 
months of 1879 more sick natives were transferred from the College to the 
Campbell Hospital than in the corresponding months of 1878. Dr. Smith again, 
so far from having his beds filled with trivial cases, has, like his colleagues, 
labored under the opposite difficulty ; and here he makes no distinction of time . 
before and after he changed his scale of diets, so that those who left the 
hospital with appetites unsatisfied, would seem to have been speedily replaced 
by others more ill than themselves. The facts mentioned by Dr. Smith in his 
annual report on 1879 are at variance with the statements now under consider- 
ation. He maintains that his wards are always full. There is fo variation 
therefore in the daily number of patients. He, however, says that patients 
left the wards in 1879 earlier than they would have done,” be¢ause they 
did not get enough to eat. If they did so, they would cause more rapid 
Changes in the occupants of beds and add to the numbers treated in the ward, 
At the same time the average sojourn of patients in the ward would be 
shortened. The facts reported by Dr. Smith are the reverse of this, The total 
ad treated was less, and the average detention greater in 1879 thanin ~ 

1878. ; 

It is evident that Dr. ‘Irving has been misled regarding trivial cases, 

The change of diet, Dr. Smith says, was made with good effect; but still 

all the money allowed by Government was not used. Even then if ie 













did’ leave this hospital because their appetites were not satisfied, the | 
fact will not serve Dr. Irving’s bo red ; for the system which he seems to ‘ 
credit enabled Dr. Smith to alter his dict scale, and still tosave money. 
Later in the year 1879 Dr. Smith made a strong representation of the pressure _ 
ut upon him by applicants for admission whom he could not transfer 
in consequence of overcrowding there. 

11. Dr. Jones reports concerning the General Hospital that Dr, Ir 
remarks can have no application to anything that has occurred in that iz 
tion. Dr. Mackenzie shews that the state of affairs at the Campbell 
has been the reverse of that indicated by Dr. Irving. His adm 
and 1879 gee! exceeded those of ordinary years, and persons | 
his hospital who would not have gone there before. biG 
duces tables, of which I bave given the substance, showing Dr. Irvii 
to be altogether wrong; and he points out the he hag 
Bs ane gga the truth, — ce 
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ajority of the medical members of the Committee were the Superintendents ” 
of ospitals concerned, who were to work under their own reforms, and if 
_ they thought restriction needed, to lay it on themsélves alone. The Secretary, 
on whom fell the duty of collecting information, was selected for the very 
_ reason that he had not been in any way associated with old practices or new. 
_ opinions. Had Dr. Irving been an opponent of past extravagance and waste, 
Tcould have understood his presi against a Gommittee composed of officers 
naturally inclined to a liberal view of their own requirements; but his bias is 
altogether inconsistent with the attitude he has assumed. Dr. Irving can have 
 ghes no thought to the composition of the Committee. His words regarding 
t have the same foundation as his deductions from the report which he 
did not read, and his conclusion from figures which he did not examine. The 
t words are useful ; nevertheless, for the light which, as a confession of a very 
“blind prejudice, they reflect on Dr. Irving’s subsequent action. 
18. The copy of Dr. Irving's letter which I annex was received from the 
Campbell Hospital. 
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Dated Tunbridge Wells, the 7th February 1880. 


From—Jas, Irvine, Esq., u.v., late Surgeon-General to the Bengal Government, 
. To&Thé Editor of the Znglishman, 


In July last you published some remarks on my Report on the Medical Institutions of 
for the year 1878, to which I stated that I p RY reply at some future time. The 

author of the arti¢les appeared to suppose that T bad written my report in a spirit of opposition 
to that of the Committee appointed by Sir Ashley Eden to engnire into Medical Expenditure. 
But the fact is I never read that report, though I had to read the resolution on it, so that 
I might ascertain the orders of Government, and these I endeavoured faithfully to carry out. 
Looking to the constitution of the Committee, I knew that there could not be a fair, impartial 
and unprejudiced inquiry—an opinion held, I believe, by most medical officers in India, and 
which I am glad to find is shared by medical men in this country, and which has been 
maintained by those professional journals in London which have alluded to the subject. ' 

Your articles imply that I had endeavoured to connect great mortality in the Campbell 
H with™the diet scale introduced by Government on the recommendation of its 
Committee. The same was said in the Government resolution, in a passage regarding which 
I appealed andshoWed that I had not done so, and that what I had written had been mis- 
understood. Very fortunately for me, Sir Steuart Bayley was acting as Lieutenant-Governor 
when my letter went in, and he was good enough to publish extracts from it, together with his 
remarks thereon, in a resolution dated 9th August 1879. Asa specimen of the spirit in 
which my observations were received by Sir Ashley Eden, and seeing that Sir Steuart 

ley’s resolution does not take up the point, except in very general terms, I shall givea— 
passage from my report and place in juxta-position Sir Ashley Eden’s comment : 
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e in the Campbell Hospital durin “ It is no doubt the case that there are many hundreds 
"1878, De ertorsinea 02 a year of rigid pa cee, of persons in the streets of Calcutta whose health might 
» in whieh the screw had been continuously applied, the | be improved, and indeed from whom disease might be 
ality was very nearly the same as usual, having been | averted, by ‘a liberal use of generous soups, milk, stimp- 
‘cent as compared with other years when economy | Jants, and other kinds of food,’ and the Lieuteoant- 
so strenuously insisted on, 1 added—“ It thus | Governor knows of no town in the world of which the 
of all patients admitted into this hospital, | sume might not be said; and he is not aware that any 
‘the number perish, which is a‘fact to arrest | Government in the world has recognized it as a part of 
nd suggest the question whether this frightful | its duty to raise taxes for the purpose of averting disease 
ht not be by a more liberal use of | by a system of general liberal dicts.” 
and other kinds of food 
‘creatures who at present die so 


ask whether this is a fair comment. One might fancy from its terms that I had 
riminate distribution of soups, and of rum and milk, to the poor in the 

outta by the police or other public functionaries under the direction of the 
e feeding of the poor in the streets of Caloutta is surely a question apart from 

¢ ment, which maintains the hospital, to do all that liberality and bene- 

the life of patients who enter it. His Honor, it is very evident, 
tals from a ergata cee et pgs seems aan weet 
eument was sim it- be worth while trying w a& more 
suitable f mdb hintrme been tried, or eoslaibeuttaiped for the 

- not mortality so appalling as 26 per cent. For the 
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"worn-out patients who come into hospital in the last stages of disease, soups, or milk and = 

‘stimulants, are probably the only food, they can assimilate; while good milk is very dearin 
Calcutta, and the patients who would ae it very numerous, 

«In writing my report on the Medical Institutions of Calcutta, as well as all other 
reports, I was desirous of not saying anything to disturb the serenity of His Honor’s mind, 
and I wished, if possible, to avoid Sriting anything that would provoke controversy, seeing 
that I was se soon to resign a thankless office, which, had any option been given to me, I 
would mot have accepted. I was therefore not a little astonished at the violence of the 
Liewtenant-Governor, and of the gentlemen who supported his views in the newspapers. Had 
I not been most anxious to avoid writing avhat might lead toa difference of opinion, I could 
have told truths which would have angered him still more, and which would have showed that , 
I had very good grounds for the mild statement that I ventured to make. One thing I 
said was, that a single year was not sufficient to test whether the Committee's diet was 
sufficient. I am about to give no other opinion, but I know this that, when it was first 
introduced, it seemed to me to be the general impression of most of the medical men of 
Calcutta that the all-important part of hespital management in the estimation of Government 
was “rigid economy.” In the Campbell Hospital, to which some of the most wretched of 
the native sick are brought, the rate sanctioned had not been spent in 1878. Sir Ashley Eden 
and his Committee, in fact, introduced a reign of terror among the medical officers of Bengal, 
especially the native portion of them, and many were afraid to order stimulants and articles of 
extra diet, which they had hitherto freely done, and still believed to be necessary}for their 
patients, as I have been told by some of themselves. Below U give a list of stimulants 
and extras used in the Campbell Hospital during some days of April and May 1878. 

















Darr > 
Moriband . 
Cases. ne Roem Milk. 
| 
April 1 es ons ons 365 BA p beg seers, 
~ 3 oe “aoe "| 372 32 e St % 
» 8 se “gear, aoa 377 81 4, {1 is 
wo ¢ St a eo 381 34 &, | ra 
~ 6 moO) see 35 8, (15 » 
» 6 oa (Lal 886 83 1» wy) 
» 7 we 877 28 144, 16 ow 
May 1 ae 342 Bl 2, |1 pa 
» 3 i 347 1 %@ , |1 > 
*, 8 we 349 22 = | 





< 


The above seems to require no remark. 
On one of my first visits to the Campbell Hospital about this time, I was strack by the 
miserable appearance of the inmates and the small quantities of stimulants and other extras 
used, and 1 spoke on this subject. The impression then left on my mind was that the 
Assistant Surgeons were afraid to order extras, asit tended to increase the cost of diets, I 
was informed that after my visit the Assistant Surgeons were assembled, and told that they 
were at liberty to do exactly as they liked in prescribing stimulants and articles of extra diet 
but that they would be held personally responsible for quantities used ; thus blowing cold 
and hot at the same time, as one of them remarked. The contract prices at which milk, 
meat, and other articles were obtained were too low to secure them of: the quality that the 
sick ought to have, Professor Wood analysed several specimens of milk supplied to the 
Medical College Hospital, and found it to be about half water (milk 56, water 44), Ifat is 
said that as Surgeon-General I countersigned all contracts in token of peso I simply * 
that I informed Superintendents of Hospitals to do as they thought best in the foe am. 
Being really most interested, and thet f should agree to what they proposed. 
I said anything to show that I was not an advocate for “rigid economy” in the interest — 
of the tax-payers, I should have been put down as “disloyal” (a favourite Bengal term), 
and should have got into a controversy, for which I had no wish. Ae 
Another thing I noticed was that the medical officers winked at the practice of patien 
both European and Native, receiving food from outside, in order to supp! nt the Cc 
mittee’s allowance. This 1 believe to be entirely contrary to the rules of ev. os pune 4 
en I have before me a letter from o medical officer, who states that, after the eg 
uction of the new scale of diet, the patienis could with difficulty be prevailed on to rem 
in hospital, as they said they were starved; but as it was neceseary to keep the beds 
trival cases of persons willing to remain were admitted. It was necessary to fill th 
in order to keep up the numbers, seeing that in India the efficiency of a hospital 
by the number of admissions. Sir Ashley Eden, however, as we all know, has added 
_ eriterion, and a much more important one, vie. the cost of each patient. “filling 
beds with trivial cases, however, serves another important purpose, viz. that of ke 
the percentage ! mortality. ae! pla eam Lehi ie 
Imagine, if you can, the Physician or Surgeon of a London 
pes - elerk and asking whether the number of patients on is enables 
5, a Te Rogetevelen. peslent withowt xpenting. 
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al; and on being told that he is up to the mark, ha to take a patient who had ~ 
off extras, in order to put on a new case which he thinks requires ‘iar moré urgently ; \» 

, L have been credibly informed by a medical officer who was present on the occasion, 
: been known to be done in a hospital in the metropolis of India since the present 
 Lieutenant-Governor took up the hospital question in the interests of the tax-payers of Uengal. 
_. Phere are many other parts of your articles to whith I might allude, but 1 shall not . 
- do so at present, and shall not recur to the subject unless forced to do so. I am, however, 

quite prepared to yo on, as I have abundance of time, and seeing that I have ever acted on 
my country’s motto—Nemo me impune lacesset. After your articles appeared, and after 
Sir A. Eden’s attack on me in his resolution, 1 coNected materials to help me to reply, 
Im the above. I have not nearly said all I might, and am quite prepared to continue the 
discussion. 

“P.8.—I have just seen your article noticing Dr. Ewart’s reply to the Lientenant- . 

Governor’s attack on his management of the General Hospital in your issue of the 12th ultime. 
What 1 have written above bears out the truth of all you have therein advanced. 







- Mrto.—The above letter has been sent for insertion in the Zaglishman, but in case it 
is not accepted, I fim anxious that it should be seen by medical officers serving in Bengal, 
as well as other friends, and therefore forward a copy. 


* No. 165Mis., dated Calcutta, the 15th March 1880, 
« From ~Suroron-Masor J. M. Coates, m.p., late Offg. Principal, Medical College, 
3 * To—The Surgeon-General, Bengal. 

“Is ly to your office No. 1011 of 10th instant, I have the honor to report that I never 
once a of patients leaving the Medical College Hospital on the ground of starvation after 
the new diets were introduced, 

®. Ia —_ am supported by Dr. Partridge, who, when asked by the Committee—Do 
patients complain of the new diets? answered—“ There have been a fow complaints as te 
cooking, but no complaints of insufficiency.” 

8. As to filling beds with trivial cases, the contrary is the truth. We bad to turn out 
convalescents as soon as capable of moving to admit severer cases urgently requiring treat- 
ment. 5 

4. Dr. Jones wrote complaining of this transfer in the case of Europeans, and we gent. 
S008 naliree to the Campbell Hospital in 1878. These were patients so ili that they had to 
be away in the hospital cart; others, not so ill, walked from our Out Department to 
the Campbell Hospital, and they, one of the Assistant Surgeons says, numbered eight td ten 


2% Dr. Irving finding these transfers too many for the Campbell Hospital beds, obtained 
‘what he called “a very salutary order from His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor for the 
intendent to give notice to other hospitals of his inability to receive fresh cases”—vide 
11 of Report on Calcutta Medical Institutions for 1878. In consequence of this order 
1,121 patients were transferred in 1879. 
~~ 6. These are proofs enough that we filled the Medical College Hospital, not with trivial, 
but with gevere cases, which should rather have increased its mortality. 
.-%. Dr. Irving could not have thought of starvation occurring in any of our hospitals 
. when hé wrote (vide his No. SS88BG, letter of 30th July 1879)—“1 imagined that I was 
* carrying out the policy of Government (i.e. in regard to economy), and being myself responsible 
» that the sick were not injuriously affected, I was not likely to do anything in consequence of 
‘} which I thonght it possible they might suffer.” And again—‘ I never was so surprised in 
my life than to learn that I am supposed to have insinuated or inferred that the tuifling 
‘increase of mortality in 1878 was in any way owing to the new diet.” 

















No. 762, dated Fort William, the 13th March 1880. 


oa D. B. Smuiru, u.p., Principal, Medical College, 
—The | urgeon-General, Bengal. 
the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 10th March, regarding a letter 
ie from Dr. Irving, published in the Dnelishman of the Oth 
me o letter from a instant, from which an extract is quoted by you (here given 
Syn marginally). 

Ity be 2. lam now required to state whether anything has 
occurred in the Medical College Hospital to which the above 
pa can be supposed to apply since 1 resumed charge of 
the Hospital, and whether I am aware of anything of the 
kind having occurred during my absence, 
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_ you quote cannot apply to anything that has occurred ut the General Hospital. 


3. In reply, I have the honor to report as follows :— x 
(a)—I know nothing of what happened during my absence in England. Ci 
(t)—After my return to this country, the scales of diet which had been proposed by = 

Dr. Coates were in force in the College Hospital. ‘f ee 
At that time (i.e. shortly after my return) the complaints made by the patients as to f 
the insnfficiency of the food supplied to them were very’ numerous indeed, and many patients’ ~ 
then left the bospital because they were dissatisfied, saying they did not get enough»to eat. 
4. This widespread dissatisfaction led me to consult anxiously with my colleagues: 
on the subject, and we decided to alter the diet scales then in use. 

Alter the alterations now: referred to were'made, the complaints became much less fred” 

quent and clamorous. 

5. As to the beds being filled: up with trivial cases, such has not been my experience, ~ 

My chief difficulty has been in the opposite direction, viz, baving too many very serious 
cases to deal with. 


No, 852, dated Calcutta, the 11th March 1880. 


From—Suroron-Magsor J. Jonas, u.p., Surgeon Supdt., Presidency General Hospital, 
To—The Surgeon-General, Bengal. d 


In reply to your letter No. 1010, dated 10th instant, I beg to state that the passage® 
* 


» . 
. 


No. 298, dated Sealdah, the 17th March 1880. ” 


From—Surozon-Masor S. C. Mackxenzrs, mip, Supdt., Campbell “Medical School <4 
and Hospital, ty 4 
To—The Surgeon-General for Bengal. 


Wirn reference to your No. 1009 of the 10th instant, 1 beg to observe’ that»the-statement 
made by Dr. Irving in your letter (paragraph 2) cannot refer to this’ institution; as-we ,have 
this hospital always full of serious cases, many of whom have'been. refused” admission’ into 
other bospitals, as being in too low and helpless a condition’ to benefit by treatment. When 
I came tothis hospital in January i875 as Superintendent, Ifound that as @irule natives 
seldom applied directiy for admission, and that the wards principally contained persons brought 
iu by the police, or on transfer from other institutions; and that natives bad a great «aversion 
to come here, as they were cf opinion tbat they would be sure to die. This state of savters 
has, however, changed, and now many persons come and demand admission, and even refuse to! 
go to otbefhospitals when such a suggestion is made to them. 

The temporary shed, or as some call it the “ Moriband Ward,” is a large, well-ventilated. - 
avood, mat, and straw building, in which most of the very low cases are kept, so as to be away 
from the general wards, but more especially from the surgical operation cases, asimany of 
them suffer from sloughing dysenteries, &. The days that Dr. Irving has noted in his/letter “ 
this wardeontained the number of patients he mentions; and these are what he is pleased to 
term “ moribund cases.” The following two tables show in detail the cases in the temporary 
shed on the days referred to by Dr. Irving, and the time they were in it on the various 
referred to by him. In table A you will observe all the patients remaining in this: shed on * 
the Ist April 1878 ; their names, date of admission, date of death, date of discharge, the 
disease from which they suffered, the period of residence in hospital) and the places from 
which they came. Table B gives*the same information regarding the second period referred to 
by Dr. Irving in his letter. From a perusal of thesetables, you wiil observe the favorable resulta’ — 
which took place during the period referred to by Dr. Irving. When Dr. Irving visited the 
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hospital and obtained the information which appeared in his letter, 1 was on leavein Ba ( 
and was informed by letter by the Deputy Superintendent, who aecompanied bim 2 
the hospital, that when he visited the temporary shed, that certain patients suffering from 
sloughing dysentery, &e., asked him to be allowed dhall and curry, and that Dr, Irving 
I don’t think you will get anything more under the present regimé. I submit that it we 
have been wrong to have supplied the diets asked for under the circumstances, and 1 think 
will see from the tables now submitted that we were justified in refusing® to give sud p 
arti¢les which would in their cases bave done haray, All the-native teachers 0 
have, I am informed, received copies of Dr. Irving’s letter to the Englishman, 
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RESOLUTION. 


4* MEDICAL. 
Dated Darjeeling, the 19th August 1879. 
ReraD— : at oy 
Resolution recorded by the Lieutenant-Governor on the 11th July 1879 a | 
on the report on the Calcutta Medical Institutions for 1878. Re 
Rrap— 


Letter No. S8SBG, dated the 80th idem, from the Surgeon-General,™ 
Bengal, offering the following remarks explanatory of those portions of his . 
report in regard to the res'rictions recently imposed upon hospita expenditure, + 
which formed the subject of Sir Ashley Eden’s observations :— <a 

“ Referring to Bengal Government Resolution on the annual report on the 
medical! institutions of Calcutta, dated 11th instant, I have the honor to sa 
that I desire to make a few remarks on paragraph 7, which I have not seen till’ 
this morning, and which, having heard of its purport, I did not at one time 
think it worth while to notice as I now do in this manner. The Hon’ble the. 
Lieutenant-Governor objects to my characterizing the year as one of trigid 

economy,’ in which ‘the screw was continuously applied for the purpose of 
r@ucing expenditure in all possible ways.’ In writing thus, I alluded parti. 
cularly to my own action in endeavouring to curb expenditure in every manner, 
in the maiter of medicines, diet, establishment, &c. I imagined that I was 
carrying out the policy of Government, and being myself responsible that = _ 
the sick were not injuriously affected, I was not likely to do anything id — 
consequence of which I thought it possible that they might suffer. But if - 
I did not ‘ put on the screw’ and enforce ‘rigid economy,’ I do not understand 
the meaning of these words. In writing an annual report, it was not. for me 
to allude to tiie policy of the Government, as there is, I understand, a distinct 
order against doing so. P 


\ “JT maintain that in saying what I did about the diet rates, all I intended 

| to say was that a single year, and especially the first year, could be no-test as 

' to whether the new scale would eventually be approved by experience, and in 
selecting the Campbell Hospital by way of example, I stated that the death-rate 
during 1878 ‘ was very nearly the same as usual’ (I ought to have said rather less 
than usual, as will be seen hereafter). I never have been more surprised in 
my life than to learn from the;Resolution that I am supposed to have 
insinuated or inferred that the trifling increase of mortality in 1878 was in any © 
way owing to the new diet. I further maintain that what I have written me 
should not have led any one, used to interpret medical statistics, to think that 
I did. I have been used to compiling and reading such statistics for many i 
years, and therefore know very well, what I thought most ple did, that the 
experience of uny two years is not comparable ;° so that, ro had been the 
fact that in the Campbell Hospital in 1878 the mortality ‘had been 20:3, and 
in 1877 24°8, no one conversant with medical statistics would déem hims 
justified in inferring that this was owing to the sick getting all the fo 
intended for them, and to the stoppage of peculation, or in any way*connected — 
with the new diet scale. Nor would he, froma single year’s ence, 
think of indicating the cause of the reduced mortality with an 
certaint 5 es me 

“Phe actual difference between the mortality in 1877 and 1878 is 

favour of the former, a fraction which is of no account inthe compat 
mortality of two years; but had the other fi which I gave b 

viz. the rate of mogtality of the years 1874-77, it wotild haye b 

_ the average yearly mortality of these four previous years ¥ 

_ therefore the mortality of 1878 was 0-4 short of the average of the 

ous years. I did not deem it necessary to explain all t 8 it 

* that anyone who was in the way of looking at figures 1 

Ba Te would also be seen chat fie average ec 

___ Hospital from 1874 to 1877 was three annas 
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_ by'the Committee being three annas and six pies, and the average rate for 
* 1878 two annas and six pies. ; 

“ Tt will thus be seen that my remarks as to the mortality in the Campbell 

Hospital, and the question of the diet rate, refer not to 1878 only, but also to 
four years previously.” 
' he Lieutenant-Governor is glad to receive Dr. Irving’s assuranet that 
he did not intend his words to convey the meaning which they at first sight 
appear to bear. The interpretation, however, arose naturally from the colloca- 
‘tion of ideas in the paragraph of his report cited in the resolution, and was 
scarcely avoidable. Dr. Irving, after expressing his doubis if the new scale 
would sufficé, proceeded to remark that this year, in which ‘the screw was 
continuously eo the rate had been strictly kept to—that the mortality, 
though about the same as in previous years, was terrible—and he inferred that 
more expensive diets should be provided. It could hardly be doubted that, 
whatever persons accustomed to medical statistics would conclude from this, 
tothe public it would seem that Dr. Irving connected the high rate of morta- 
lity during the year in some way with the new diet scale, and it was therefore 
necessary to show how incorrect such a conclusion would be. 

Dr. irving also explains that his suggestion as to the possible effect of a 
more generous diet in the preservation of life referred to patients after they 
had been admitted into the Campbell Hospital and not before. On this point 
it is unnecessary for Sir Steuart Bayley to say more than that, in the treatment 
of the sick, the medical officers of the hospital have the fullest power to order 
anything they consider necessary for the preservation of life. 

- ‘Orppr.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Surgeon-General, Bengal. 
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By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


HORACE A. COCKERELL, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 








DISTRICT ROAD FUND. 





No. 316A. 
Extract from the Proceedings of the Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal in the Public Works Lepartment (Local Accounts), under date 
the 30th March 1880. 


Reap— 

Memorandum from the Examiner of Public Works Accounts in Bengal, No. 219D., 
dated the 20th March 1880, submitting an abstract of the receipts and expen- 
*< diture of the several District Road Committees for the quarter ending 30th 

‘ ‘September 1879. 
urrion.—The Lieutenant-Governor directs that the accounts of the 
receipt: expenditure of the District Road Fund for the fourth quarter of 
_ the cess year 4878-79 be published in the Calcutta Gazette and circulated to 
the officers concerned. 
Pe Onpsx.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution, together with a copy of 
_. the abstract of receipts and expenditure, be published in the supplement to the 


Caloutta Gazette. 

” Ordered tat a copy of this Resolution and of the abstract referred to 
ye forwarded to the Financial Department of this Government for information ; 
so that copies be forwarded to all Commissioners of Divisions, to all Superin- 
pg Engineers of Public Works Circles in Bengal, to the Chief Engineer, 
on h, to the Accountant-General, Bengal, and to the Examiner of 
‘orks Accounts, Bengal, for information. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
» F. 8. STANTON, Lieut.-Ool., n.z., 
Offg. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Oe et, P. W. Dept. 
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following Statement shows the Quantities of the principal Siaples of Traffic imported into Ca 
during the month of January 1880, 
Imports Into CALCUTTA, 


Fiprovs rrovucrs.| OILSERDS, 





FOOD-GRAINS. 


Tea, 


| Rice. Paddy. 


Mads. 


} 
81,400 
1,235,058 
75,833 
. 61,58) | 9 
| G,53.914 | 54,452 
1,787 


Mas. 
4,569 


| Total 


Wheat 


(iu 


6,896,957 
1,757 


26,564 


Gram 
and 


. | grains, 


Mads. 
38 


“6,493 
6,606 


Sa,100 | 


1,050 


| Rick anp Pappy. | | | | | 
ee ae an Guany | Linseed, Mustard Indian. 


| Other 


food- | Total. Jute, raw.) 
| 


| ‘ 
Mds. 
| 1,039 


85.418 
1,23,058 | 
1,10,861 

77,337 | 
6,935,028 | 

45,574 


1,705 | 
iy 27.414 | 


| ‘ 1,651,002 
1,122 | 
970 i 

22 bY, 89,475 

fo" 305 


“2106 8,901 


240,950 


19,747 | “100 


| 19,56,880 1,256,602 





4,086 | 21,19,742 | 9,61,019 097,900 | 26,014 | 8,456 | 


| | 
1,12,900 | 68,373 | 
5,639 | 798 
1,185 
7s 
28,626 
41,755 
4,854 


48,388 12,005 
1,851 | 80) 
eatés” F  SelOd 
| 787 
1,244 


4,250 
2,200 | 
13,035 
1,891 
3,570 | 
8,732 | 
6,208 | 

780} 
2,683 


} 
1,19,180 | 45,506 





7,512 
3.485 


7,015 
32,100 
3,009 
195 


19,767 
8,753 
26,459 
$026 
| 4,636. 735 | 207 

9,306 | 1,815 6,315 2,085 


2),962 | 1,27.856) 06,080 | 23,807 | 268,792 


6,539 
ww 





7866 { vee | cece | 87,808 “Lis0 


— — —= 


| 16,358 | 35,055 | 39,263]... | 4 38,207 973 1,750 | 
a ——— SSS OO OO ree 
| | { 
| } 


1,794 | 254 2,501 
a 6,034}... 21 205 | 6,820 | 
Chota Nagpore | 6,257 19,887 | esau 1ai5| ow! Sen! ..... | 
. mm el eee eee eee la Oe 
} ) | } 
| 20,00,488 |1,00,057 | 21,00,803 | 1,886,864 1,07,249 | 28,416 | 24,85.422 | 976,998 2,009,740 
| } | 
| 
SS Sas oe 


om 253 
a | 6,054 


| | a | ee = - 


cone 








the Prov:nces 
Lieutenant- 


of supplies 
of Bengal. j 


1 
67,787 


52,419 | 
1al |1, 





8,551 | 
47,608 ee 
73139) 


| 


19,951 30,186 
‘ 68 


“Gus | jaa 7 





‘p2 
198 ; 
4,975 | 000 
20,00,556 |1,60,658 | 21,00,967 | 1,094,052) 1,84,338 | 85,346 | 25,14,701  9,89,545 | 2,106,100¢) 1,66,503 
Jan. saul temaraaied 11,277,042 25,746,876 | 1,41,827, 225,860 | 65,613 | 30,058,275 H.1,976 | 2,048,476 | 1,37, 106 


i: 
83,127 | 58,757 |2,90,487 ry 
61,286 | 48,429 /1,55,523 ie ines 5 


* One maund of paddy is equivalent to 25 seers of rice. + Exclusive of bags obtained by local manufacture, 
The Sea-borne Trade of Calcutta in these Staples during the month of January 1880 was as Sollows jae 


No. 


576,918 
73,950 
201,900 


ee 


“y 


8,27,640 | 6,3 124,600 
704,886 Hear 4,028,888 


8,54,706 | 4,762,933 | 1,504,356 


— 
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Statement shows the several Routes followed by the Trade 







Imroxrs tnTo Catcurta. 





Foov-anarns. (Prmwows PRODUCTS. 







































Os 
_ —|-- 
|Gram anal ‘Other food-| Jute, G 7 
Rice, | Paddy. | Wheat, Grim and ert raw. | ime, Linseed. 
. _ ¥ 1 
Mas, Mads. | Mas, | Mas, Mas. Mas, | 
se poe Ramer | rg a 
bil abe m,265 | 73,714 | 803 | inl 

ee ee Sl 6,663 | 39,036 | a otoe 

| Tret | 12873 75) 6,636) sen ae} 

1 eee | 1, B20 12,148 sores 186 7.060 5 

neh act Meu T Lena Loca Tak | | a 
” nd total of Importe ( 2380... | 20,00,556 | 1,00,658 | 104,052 | 1,84,338 | 35,346 980,545 2,106,100 1,66,503 

“ | 
in 1879... | 24,08,640 177,02 | 1,461,927 | 2,25,850 | 65,013 | 918,976 2,948 476 1,837,105 








| The following Statement shows the Quantities, Values, and Numbers of the principal 
Calcutta during the month of Januar y 1880. 


Exports FROM | Cavcurra, 


























in the principal Staple: Tr. imported 
into Calcutta during the month of January 1880. ™ ene 
























REDS. | | 
— Tea, | ¢, | 
Indian Cotton, Silk, | 
| Mustard E of 
wud. | sated =" Refined. 
| 
} : 
Mds. Mads. Mds, Mas. } Mads, 
50,132) 450 | 16,066 on 5,60 
| GO,508 | 1) aenss 
31,0481 1,679 | 217,972 | on 792 
; ea ie . 
12 + 9,018 
40) 138 4421 
—— | a te 
83,127 98,767 | 230,497 | 1,768 20,471 
81.246 «48.420 © (1,55,523 | 1,000 | 24,534 | 





Staples of Traffic exported inland fron 
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was as Jollows :~ 

















| The Sea-borne Trade uf Calcutta in these staples during the month of January ¥ 



























Cotton piece-| Cotton Cotton stents | cutee : 
| * goods twist Salt, | Gunny-bags. Whither ek 
mi exported, goons twist | Salt. 
(European). |(European). (European). (Buropean),| 
See _ ee 
Rs. Mds. Mds. | No. | Cnora Naorour. Rs. Mads. 
347,834 | 1,10 | 36,065 | 58,675 | Hazaribagh 64.980 18 
sewo | "Ser ais on Manbhoom she 45,500 238 
"0 i ; ‘ aa, [ere ome james ae] 
13.0 dale | asa | 20.068 | Total of Chota Nugpore 1,10,720 276 | 
2 6, | eee eee | <emermmenseemene! Cn nomen 
bene ‘ere | 16,138 | arb Grand total of supplies into the | 
Bey | tt ou 7,900 provinces under the Liewten: 57,71,852 | 15,2% 
aanie Me | brates shoe ant-Governor of Bergal, 
ae ? : 
Bs | 7 | vis | | OTTeR PROVINCES. } 
1,290,401 \ 
aie og | rth | Aon : 2.59, 418 253 
2,31, 70 os | 65,450 | ono or Provinces T3530 tints 
166 oe | Couteni Provinces “358 
iS ; ‘ 358 
ees pl pel 230 | Raypootana Stutes 02 
or 2 a5t ‘e08 Bombay r 53 
7 a Madras 1.085 
147 ern British Burmab |. ass 
ib | 7 Pondicherry mi > ' 
2 om 78,200 | | Other places 2 
eer oo | Grand total of Exports ¢ 1880 11 LS%,127 227 
ve] 8246,262 | 502,054 iu January » Cis7o 1,16,a5.910 4 




















2. 918,240 | 185 1,209,451 | 143,510 | 
ro 2,485,560 | 28075 22.905 pe a a ; ; 
: 245,00 ve | 8,077 12,955 | a 
. 2,85,360 199 | 37,312 | pt | IMPORTED INTO CaLcuTTa— Rs.* Mds. | Mads. No 
s ain 300 500 : 
a | 73,760 | 76 | 7,608 | 34010 From Foreign Ports | 
ae 1,608,160 2 | 148s7 | 41,000 United Kingdom 72,357,930 8,512 | 5,209,936 | 
a 200 | 418 4065 | 2,082 Other foreign ports 2.16,055 190 1,382,408 
a wtae- |) atsti | Sess | Sse - ——| |} 
- 216,320 | 286 | 12784 $50 | Total of foreign trade 7454585 8.672 | 661,658 
{__ 2292000 1,808 | 241,008 395,846 | From Indian Ports | 
a Bombay 13,785 
| ' | | Madras “ 15,285 
} Other ports in Madras 20 
| | | British Burmah 4,708 
‘s 1,08,700 | 3 2,000 | Other hidian ports $00 baie 
ea 13,530 | "B70 92,500 | Total of interportal trade 32,823 : 
Grand total of Imports ¢ 1880 74,86,913 3 
1,228,230 | 1967 | sees 97,000 in January ~ C187 70, b5,462 14,655 























Calcutta during the month of January t bey 





Cotton piece 





Statement shows the several Roules followed by the “Trade in the riaripal Staples 


Cotton twist 


















* As per tariff declarativn value, 

















SPECIFICATION OF ROUTES. | ey (Kuropean). | Salt. 
ee eee a ee a Sa -_ 

Rs, Mads. j 
1.26,806 4,186 
as 7 58,461 cS.) 

r = T6500 | 8.007 | 
as ‘i 21.57,760 | 4,817 
Se : Loess | 1,123 
ee si : | #75008 31137 
1850... | UA AT,89,197 23,709 

Grand total of Exports in January... {189 | 111832910 Te p08 | 

f | 
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Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the different ‘Dis trie ; 





























of Bengal, as reported to G 
Kainfall 
N District, and date of — atSudder 
- return Stanonin 
" | inches. 
| BENGAL 
Western Districts, 
y 1 | Burdwan, Apl. 3 ‘80; 146 
| Culna aay pied 
t : Raneegunge ‘ ; 
3 | on vf 219 
E 2 |Bankoora, » 38 «| 075 
ia Bishenpore | O91 
7 BE) 3 Beerbhoom, , 3 | 032 
, E 4 |Midnapore, » 8&8 | O8F 
6 Hooghly, a) ye! a 067 
| 
Riek «8. os 052 
} Mobesrekha -| 107 
Central Districts. 
6 |24-Pergannahs, Apl. 3 "80, 0°57 
| 
E 7 |Nuddes, ~ 8 «| 078 
Kooshtea w| Ot 
Meherpore | O74 
2 / Chooadanga oo} 281 
‘ Ranaghat we) Odd 
£ | 8 Jessore. 3 | 055 
& Jhenidab we] 1°92 
Magoorah wa) «(214 
Narail < 076 
Khoolna | 085 
| Bagirhat | 0°27 
9 \Moorshedabad, , 8 ,, o-73 
10 |Dinagepore, Apl. 2°80, 049 
| 
gE, u Rajshabye. » 8,4] 078 
é | 
= ]| 12 Ru 2 0°43 
E 0-53 
147 
i o71 
oii 
z 15 621 
+e in 
z 
= 
063 
2-67 


Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 














overnment during the week ending ‘the 8rd April 1880. 
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Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and 
state of health at dare, 


} 





‘Weather—seasonable. Rain done much good. Some sporadic cases of cholera 
and small-pox ; otherwise public health good. 





| 

Weather—hor, A general shower of rain on 28th, except at Sonamukhi. Plough- 
ing going on well, More rain wanted however. Cotton, boro dian, und 

| indigo doing we]l. A little small-pox here and there, 

|Weather—cooler than usual for time of year, Rain has furthered cultivation. 

| Cholera still hanging about, 

Weather—seasonabic, State and prospects of crops favorable. 

|Weather—warm and clear, State and prospects of crops favorable, Small-pox 

| and cholera somewhat prevalent. 

Weather—hot. Crops doing well. 

| 

| 

Weather—hot, Rain accompanied by strong wind in some places. Prospects of 
boro dhan at Satkhira satisfactory. No other crops on ground, except vege- 
tables, Sporadic cases of smail-pox and cholera at Satkhira, Cholera at 
Baraset abated ; two or three cases only reported during w ek. 

|Weather—cloudy, with occasional showers. Hot. Wheat and gram barvested, 

Prospects good. Ploughing continues. Late rain favorable, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Weather—hot and close. Boro dhan harvest commenced. Crop considerably 


| 
| 
| 

above average. Sowing of rice and indigo commenced. Health good, 


Weather—hot Reaping of rubbee crops almost over. Land beitg prepared for 
next crop. Common rice generally selling at 18 seers per rapee. Cholera 
prevails in Jungipore sub-division but in a milder form. 

‘A storm on 27th March accompanied with hail in some parte of «istrict. Clondy 
and rainy on 28tb; fine and warm from 29th. Ploughing for bhadoi dhan 
| and jute going on. Some cases of small-pox. 

Moderate rain accompanied by violent wind in most parts of district. Rubebe 

crops being harvested; outturn satisfactory, Aus and amun being sown. 
General health good. 

Weather—hot and seasonable, Crop prospects fair. Slight rain very favor- 
able to crops. 










| 
4 


Report uot received. 
Weather—warm, with strong wind occasiona 
Public health 


be a and storms of rain on 27th and 

28th. State and cri ng. ‘ 

mee Re 
i, and Indian-corn 


Alternate sunshine and rain. In Terai no crops of any im 
cleared for bhodoi rice. In hills prospects of Sama, 


favorable. 

Occasional storms. Weather generally unsettled. Cultivation for bhadoi progress- 
ing satisfactorily. Sowing commenced in some places. Huwil in some places in 
Western Dooars has tobacco and barley. Small-pox here and here, 
but general health good. : 

Weather—very hot avd close. General of all crops very good 

Catting of tobacco continues; crop very fair. Small-pox still very bad in 
















First of week cloudy and rainy ; Intter part ght 
and musari ¥: good Prospects cheena kaon 
Boro will be fit for sickle fa course of a week or so. Other crops 













Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and 
state of health at date 














































BRNGAL.—(Continued.) 
- Bastern Distriote.—(Continued.) . 


i e =e 
: Weathor—warm and close. Cold weather and spring crops being gathered. 
Cholera continues in Satkania, Ramoo, and Moiscal Cattle disease in Hathe- 
zarec, Sitakund, and Cox's Bazar. Common rice about 19 seers per rupee, 
Weather—unsettled and cloudy. Heavy rain with thunder in furious places on “*. 
27th and 30th, besides occasional showers. Damage reported from high wind 
Ploughing active, Linseed nearly all gathered. Joong kalai coming ap 
| luxariantly. 


Weather—cloudy and sanny alternately. A heavy’ shower of rain on Fer. 
Jim cutting nearly over ; chilli and tobaces doing wll. 


br, Weather—hot and cloudy. Tobacco and chillies being gathered, Prospects as” 
toro fair, Public health good. 
BEHAR. 
) 26 {Patna, Apl. 3 Nil |Weather—hot. Rudbdee being harvested ; outturn promising well. ; 
26 |Gya, » 8 Nil |Weather—bot. Maximum reading in shade 1035° Gram, wheat, dc. being 
‘ cut. Prospects of rubbee fair. Public health generally good. 
27 |Shababad, » 3 Nil |Weather—getting hot. Harvesting of rubbee crops continues; outturn satis- 
P factory, Prices stationary. Public health good. 
28 |Durbhunga, » 8 08 |Weather—hot, with east wind. Harvesting of rubiee crops in progress. 
Mango crop and indigo promising well. Prices falling. Public health good. 
29 |Mozufferpore, » 3 Nil |Weather—warm, with east wind Cutting of ruddee crops still continues; out- 
z : turn very good. 
a 80 |Sarun, » 38 Nil Weather—bright, clear, and warm. East wind prevailing. Rubdee crops harvest- 
ed, but threshing impeded by prevalence of east wind. Local hailstorm in ; 
north-west ; damage done inconside:able, Indigo prospects excelient. -s 
8) |Chumparun, Apl. 0°17 |Weather—cloudy, east wind. Very good rubtee harvest. Good poppy crop. “ j 
82, |Monghyr, Apl, 3’ 029 |High east wind, with occasional storms. Hailstorm in Sudder sub-division j ¥ 
on 28th. Prospects continue good No great damage reported by hailstorm, = 
which was partial. pS 
83 | Bbagulpore, ’ 3 2°35 | Weather—stormy. Rubbee crop being harvested; outturn good. Small-pox a 
> increasing. | 
E 34 |Purneah, » 38 0:26 Wentbis-—teseoeable ; occasional storms, State and prospects of crops good. Z 
Kissengunge 135 
Arrareah 060 4 
85 |Muidab, » 38 164 |Weather—cloudy and threatening. A severe storm, a north-wester, with heavy ‘ 
rain swept over district between 6 and 7 P.M. on 28th March. This : 
: cooled weather, which has been getting brighter and hotter since. Storm of . 
28th did much damage to houses and standing crops. Mango crop has suf- 
fered greatly. Boro paddy dceing well. Ploughing going on actively for | 
bhadoi paddy. Prices of ali kinds of grain falleu slightly. Public health es | 
continues . | 
36 thal Perghs,,, 3 Nil ote nSen cad hot ; occasional showers. Nearly all crops above average. a4 
Jamtara 0.06 ny 
, Rajmebal 005 i] 
ORISSA. 4 
37 ttack, Apl. 3 Nil |Weather—hot for the season. Rain much wanted for dalwa crop and for Pe | 
E ploughing. Small-pox decreasing. Common rice 18;% to 21 seers per rupee. Pea 
pe il |Weather—getting warm with strong wind. Land being plougned for serad 4 
vt piped ” crop. Dolo ‘riveaiug. Rain wanted in dalua fields, ” small-pox not yet | 
\ disappeared. Common rice 18 to 21 seers per rupee, “| 
i 89 | Balasore, » 2 0°67 \Weather—seasonable. Good rain at head-quarters. Cases of sporadic cholera 6c] 
ey stall in south ; otherwise public health good, q 
a é a 
- OHOTA NAGPOKE. j 
‘I 





South-West Frontier 
Agency. 


bagh, Apl. 2 '80 








Weather—cloudy off and on, and cooler thin previous week. Rubbee crops 
harvested with good outturn. No fresh report of cholera, which appears to 
have been only sporadic. 

os i Weather—seasonable. Wind changeable. Muster harvest good. Mohwa crop 
excellent. Small-pox stil! prevalent. 

Weather—unsettled and much cooler. Raéen and thunderstorms on 28th and 
29th March, Ploughing in full progress all over district, Mohwa has 
yielded well. Mango has failed. : 

A storm of wind and rain on 23th, since which weather fair, with easterly wind 
Mohwa flower, which was falling fast, suid to have been damaged by storm 
Ploughing continues, Public health generally good. . = 
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Published for general information, 
; A. Mackenzis, 
Seey, to the Govt. of Bengal. 









DISTRICTS. 
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BENGAL 
Western Districts 


' an 4 
Kgs Slips 
a S yetaies 
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2 Bankoora 


3 | Beerbhoom 
‘ a| Midnapore 
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5 | Hooghly 
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Howrab F 
Central Districts, 
Calcutts oe 


24-Pergonnabe 
7 | Nuddes a ~~ 


* nt 


Ne 
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8 to 16 seers. 





10 to 98 soar, ost vice 14 to 8 seers, common rice 18 to 30 4 


QUANTITIES PER RUPEE BY 


Rios, Bust sort. Rice, common, 











of last year. 


of last year. 
Corresponding return 


Present return. 
Nest preceding retarn. 


Corresponding return 


Present return. 
Next preceding return. 
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a, ‘Report. of Fluctuation of Traffie on the East Indian Railway for . 
oa the month ending 2lst February 1880. g 


East Inpraw Rattway, Trarric Manacen's Orrice, JamaLporr, THR 22ND Marcu 1880. 
Remarks on Traffic of East Indian Railway? for the month ending 21st February 1880, 
Tams approximate figures for the period are as follow »— . 














Coaching. Goods. Total. 
cer > —_—_— o> ai ) 
No. Rs. Mada. Re. Re. ul be 
1880 0 650,261 10,560,463 61,865.40 25,78,420 96,283,883 aa 
1879 we oes oy 646,007 9,36,438 65,08, (108 25,91,284 35,297,722 Pr 
” Increases, 0. 4,164 WAR i eae — 
§ Decreases xo pee |b etoese eee 712,960 12,866 1,01,161 
k mane — wean sate 


¢ The increase in coaching arises chiefly from the Magh Mela heldat Allahabad during the period which drew a number of Sed 
WV. oat from the neighbouring stations within a radius of 200 miles 
oom ere is an increase also in the receipts from troop trains and remount specials. 
- The goods receipts show a decrease of about 4 per cent. and may be solely attributed to the falling off in the grain traffic, 
©. which exhibits a decline of abont 50,000 tons in weight and Rs. 3,69,000 in receipts. 
© © In the majority of staples the traffic has been steady, with good resulta. 
"The following are the chief staples which have been affected:— 


¥ 








Increases. 
“Coal. Sugar. Piece-goods. 
Cotton. Hides Salt. 
Ghee and oil. Opium. Seeds. ‘ 
Decreases, 
Grain. Railway materials, Foreign. 
Ganpy. Jaggree. ‘ 
and I remark briefly on the causes :— * 
A 
Fi Increases. 4 
Mds. Re, ne] 
‘ Coal, up tee tos oe aes 183 — 80,252 ~ 29,021 4 
: » down <a ms ass +2,34,041 + 89,499 | 
Net Increase. 1,53,789 10,478 wey 


Coal upwards has improved as freight earned on locomotive coal for the Jubbulpore Line is no longer shown in current accounts 
Dedacting from 1879 figures the weight and earnings of locomotive coal for the Jubbulpore Line the net resnits for public coal 


Es 
a 








carried tpwards show an incrense of Mds. 1,02,689 Ks, 32,394. “a 
Downwards toa! also shows more activity. J 
* Cotton a sea esi .. Mds. 1,387,163 Rs. ~—-1,93,586 4 
to Great Britain Lave been active during the month and clearance to the extent of 40,000 bales are reported, ee | 
+ Ghee and oil ae - a 7 a Mds 3820 Rs 14.948 ‘ee 
The increase is chiefly in kerosine oil, of which good despatches were made from Howrah to up-country civil stations. . Rei 
In ghee traffic Kutnee hgs been doing more than usual by forwarding some consignments to Mean Meer for the troops. There 
are greg | increases at other stations, — $ 
ides ei ca ie ss sue ws Mas. 44,475 Rs. 23,873 ee 
The export to Europe and America has been brisk, owing to good demand and improved prices. 
ium si ane Pr eee .. Mads, 20,869 Ra. 18,885 
Later es this year to Calcutta from the Government Opium Godowns. 
Piece-goods ave ; aba aes : . Mds. 17,346 38, 39,169 
a Speculation in piece-goods was rife during February. os 
ier Salt jus oy 7 ine Mds, 2,905,425 Rs. 7687. y Ug 
ahha The causes given in my last report apply equally to the traffic during February. a 
oe Seeds Mads. 63,431 Rs. 64,025 : 





No? 0 A portion of the new crop having come in there has been u slight improvement in this traffic, compared with the previ 
- month, aridya decided increase on last year’s figures when the seed traffic was very low, “a iets 

























oe + ia < ; ve Mds, 34,823 Rs. 11,386 
Ke » The demand in Rajpootana has been steady, and fair despatches have been made from Buxar, Ghazeepore, and Cawnpore, ia 
ML Decreases. 
3 Mds. Rs, Mds. Rs. 
Rico ~ we we dan + 139,106 9,167 scans 
Wheat , ow we OF (tte 20,387 31,037 
Other tee aa ed isons 13,78,610 
Pulses uy “ 14,008 ae ses eee ; 
a 8 8 : Total ws —18,008 80,648 14,00,087 ee 
i ~_ —— = anaes . 
ae . Mds. 12,55,548 Rs. 3,48, 


‘S 


has boon a more active demand sinoe I last seis and li lentifal, bi F chown 
ae the traffic is now nominal. ae naveean _ * 


eight. carried arises from the falling off in despatches from Cawnpore, wh “~ 
0 to the Western Presidency and to R m4 where scarcity then existed. The Pensa rageiee fag a 
despatches md aan pep Nal ~~ n the North-West to Howrah. ‘ ; i 
y monthly re: year show, there was an exceptionally large demand in Rajpootana ‘ 
ic is at present normal and does not call for any special somnank. gs “ : 
: os os Mds. 15,721 Rs. © 9,758 








1 p will account for thig. 


ae ae 
Railway. This 













































roi! per train mile— 
= « Coaching, Goods. Total, ey : 
Rs. a. P. Ra, a. P. Re. a. P. * af 
1880 ste wee 6 010 610 0 Pa 
1879 rrr a a | 6 on 44 38. 
ae peace cave=mamnt 
Increase ee a ies ow OF 4 01611 om6 . e 
Decrease sve ee oes aa ht ver cee se ves ‘ 
unting milleage increase eT on ; one ours ©6392 q 
; * 
Ne . , est : 
a. W. St.L, Cantar, Zraffic Manager.” v 4 
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. - " m ; 
Statement showing the Totals and Increases and Decreases of Staples during four weeks a “he 
Py s] 
™ ending 21st February 1880. . Ps 
} 3 Wrrort. Amount. | 
: STAPLUS. | —— _- le 
” Pr. 3 ‘ 1879. 1880. 1879. | 1880. | Increase 
; | mds | Mas RBs | Rs. | Mds 
oy Beer issariat ow. ma 6,030 167 5,082 5,802 | 128 
; ~~ Hot Commissariat... s 4,541 S205 | 6,483 4634 
a Bets}-nts and leaves ae ‘ a 14,104 13,17: 14,06 14318), 
| a Boots and show es re 11s} esr | hes nus B07 
pa Brass and,braseware Gum Gh inl 6.035 | Tits | 1,005 Lz (1078 r 
ae Coal up ete .| 5, 29,848 4,49,637 2,26,098 197,077 |... 
$4 » down ... a ye” "tae vee | 14,08, 180 wa 1 P8808 | ae | 2,354,081 ~~ 
* me S| asries | 9,96.766 250 | 4,38,865 | 1,37, 16s 
Me <i eegeerSaer e | 12,600 | 12,246 12,705 | 12,567 |... 
a ‘e nee at awe 5,715 | i ir od 18 
“ o- ” 4,668 5,530 | teens 
Ee ee | soo | grsst) ne) Rope) 
“2 Fruits pe re 18,200 43%. 
‘« Glassware 6 te 4,964 | 805 4520 4951, 
i,  Gheeandofl ew . | 82,422 $6,242 | 28,826 43,274 5,820 
ear ~ G.B.T. we pee , 4,589 4,776 9,906 16,390 187 * 
| oeameteeteeimrctaie RR) TREE aan 4 
a a ieee ee “aud ae 10,759 6.296 1,813 1467). 
ALT LE, & Galen an rw os amg irate | qatar | | xara | Llane | aaptie 
4 — Wheat 18883 | BoE 677 48,066) isiesy ’ 
a | Other grains .. ) 1783072 | 8,65,862 | 475,905 ,08,871 | a, 13,78,610 
Bebe: Pulees of ail k kinds . ne] 82,925 | 1,87,880 | 45,805 36,969 14,906) eee 
: Brg: Gunny Pr | 63,150 47,009 37,811 28,083)... ne » 16,721 | © 9,758 
8 Hides and borns |. is } LSLas |} 76,516 44,475 £3,973 | “ea oneal : 
Sate gt Indigo < oe . 18 585 | 2600, SSH 27 08 i oe 
* Jron a. oe om e6e62 | 74,827 | 73,097 7,865 4.229 iad sachs 
3,06,061 | 2, TS4i4 2,000) | aan 101,768 16,485 
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& 2. “RAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
; Appresimate Return of Traffic for week ended 27th March 1880 on 1,607} miles open. 
— ———E—EE a 
Coacnixe ‘Teavric. | "Manowaxnzse A> AND MinsBAL TRAPS#IC. | 
7 a | FE —————| Boras | 
No.of ; | Weight TRarric 
passen- Coaching receipta. : Receipts. Receipts. 









































gers. 
Re. a. r. | 2a. a. Mads. 8. Re a. P. 2 ad. Res. 

104,806 | 216,962 4 0 19,886 7 5 14,87,87610 6.04602 12 7 56,490 3 5 8,21,635 “i 5 i? 
“ome | 143 14 11 1B SU] sce wr 3 9, 1s 6 “ 1» ee 
1,806,368 | 27,30,306 4 53 250,828 5 2 1,78,74,010 20 75,80.496 6 © OT77,8h6 1 © 1,01,25,736 103 607,116 | 1,286,6834' 1,835,7985 bes 
1,960,733 | 20,53,250 8 3 270,716 12 7 1,88,11,595 30 70,94,119 2 3 732,704 5 1 1,00,87,360 10 0 666,199) yy nn 

al eS a 























171,962 | 2,786,568 0 # 25,596 8 1 16,06,511 10 7.01.60 11 9 84,517 12 4 9,80,21612 1 peeel | 117,512 170,273 


ates i 18413 1 16 18 10 sinige | “5 8 8 4213 6 650 6 Hoe er eed 









































BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS E ie 
Weekly Statement di Trafic might No. 8. ee 
SSS — ———=— = <= —- =" = —= = —== Se So 
| ’ o 
i | RECEIPTS POR WEEK ENDING -Torar wucnirts ruox ut t 
Latest retarn Name of Railway. | Length | me ee nnn nnn === Total increnee ic Rij... 
received. 7 ; OPER. | Ast March 28th Pebruary © To lst March To 28th February in 1890. | in 1900. 
1879, 1880, 1879. 1580. ' a 
a) aera (eee Se See eres _ et = eee ees. es Kae 
1880. | | Miles, Re. a. Pe Be. 4. P. Re a. P Re 4. P a ee 
February o» | Northern Bengal a> a 20 24,088 0 6 S2a0 0 0 1,891,882 0 0 2,565,215 9 0 73,333 0 0 3 
‘Ga March .. | Tirhoot 82 4455 0 0 15,187 0 0 sue2l 0 0 85,730 6 0 61 6 & | Be 
2th ditto oa Calcutta and South-Bastern 2s 3.376 0 0 2730 0 B68 0 0 2700 0 0 Pe a re 
géth February ...| Nalbati ... : Pst} 2095 0 0 180 0 0 16,587 0 0 14.774 0 © sesetues 793 
‘th March ow j Patna and Gyan | 37 saasaie 7.u5s 0 0 71,605 0 0 71506 0 0 creene 1 
—— OO  ———— _ — —_-_—_—_-- er 
| : Total .., 424) 33,015 0 0 62,108 0 0 = 3,08,5668 0 0 455,984 0 0 1,5Ls11 6 © 18 
m i 2 Reni ae 
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f veel 
F - ——. ae Pe 
i Rainfall, eatin: and State and Prospects of the Crops. 
' ——.——F—— ‘ 
G Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Pro&pects of the Crops in the different Districts 
‘ of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the 10th April 1880. 
 : cae ef 
Rainfal ; yy 
N District, and date of — jatSudde: pare of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and ; 
EEO) return. Station: state of health at date. 
inches. 
BENGAL 
* Weatern iratriota. r 
4 1 | Burdwan, Apl. 10 Nil Weather—very hot, Cultivation in a forward state. 29 cases of cholera in A 
Cutwa O8 — Rancegunge; 19 fatal, Sporadic cases of cholera and small-pox in other 
| parts of district. y 
oi BA aa » 10 05  Weather—cloudy and stormy for several evenings and hot in day. i 
= Bishenpore 167 and ploughing benefited by showers on 8rd, 6th, and 8th, except ane banks 3 
= of Damooda, where no rain seems to have fallen at all, Bureya cotvon in i 
r] | flower. Boro paddy transplanted, Small-pox abating. 
e 8 | Keerbhoom » 10 0°03 Weather-seasonable. Rudee harvest over. Teel promising. Lands being 
4 | 
} prepared, 
S 4 |Midnapore. » 10 4 | O14 |Weather—seasonable. State and prospects of favorable. 
= Nil | Weather—cloud loughed for r r " 
* 6 |Hooghiy, » 10 ++ a oudy and warm, Fields being ploug! ice. oe sugarcane 
' | being planted ont. Casex of cholera and small-pox in Bolagur thana 
|Howrah » 12 ,,| Nil |Weather—hot. Boro dhan only crop in ground. 
' Central Districts. 
x 6 (¢4-Pergupnahs, Api. 10 60) “Nil Weather—seasonable, Boro dhan at Satkhira promising. Ploughing going on 
& | a for early rice. No fresh report of cholera or small-pox. 
a 7 \Nuddes, » wo, Nil |Weather—hot, with high wind. Harvesting of winter erops Over. Ploughing 
5 | Kooshtea ve} 0°40 and sowing of aus continue. 
| z/ 8 |eesore, 4 Wigs | Nil | Weather—hot, Stormy, with wind from south-east. Boro pee harvest going 
5 | | on; outturn good, Sowings of indigo and rice promising. Rain wanted in 
= | j Bazirhat, Health good. 
= | 9 \Moorshedabad, , 10 ,, | Nil |Weather—hot, Land being prepared for next crop. Prices of food-grains 


stationary. Cholera still prevails in Jungipore sub-division and thana Goas, 

® | but in a milder form. 

* » 10 Dinagepore, Apl. 9°80 0°61 |Weather—fairand hot. Slight rain. Cultivation for early paddy going on, 

Rice 17 to 23 seers per rupee, A few cascs of cholera in interiur. 

11 |Rajshabye, » 10 ,,| Nil |Weather—sultry in daytime; strong southeasterly wind every evening, 
] . Rubbee harvest over in most parts, though wheat and barley still being cut in 

| north. Outturn over average. dmun dhan and jute sowings progressing 

| | rapidly, Seedlings of earlier sowings thriving. Common rice 19 to 26 seers 

| per rupee, 

12 'Rungpore, a SO ee 0:07 |Weather—warm ; strong south-easterly wind. State and prospects of crops - 

| favorable, Some cases of cholera. 


{ 
| 
| 





LAP OO 





18 lSogra, “10 ..) Nil |Weather—hot and close, with generally a strong wind from south-west after 4 
} i | sunset. Prospects of all crops on ground favorable. Public health fairly ’ 





Tee ee 





‘14 Pubna, a ED. Nil Weather—fine, with high wind. Nights cool. Harvesting of spring crops nearly het 
) | over, Rice being sown. Public health good, ie ccer 
16 | Darjeeling, » 10 4 | O16 |Clear sunshine during latter part of week, but strang gales in evening. In Waites 
| Terai land being cleared for bhadoi rice and nurseries for haimanti dhan, , 
On Hills dbhoota, phaphur, kaoni, potatoes in field; rain during last two 
weeks done them good, Tea manufactu re proceeding. Smal:pox aud foot a 
poe prion ye bang fi ble for bhadot La 
16 igoree, » 10 ,,| 1°76 |Storms, with rain almost daily. in very favorable te 
ons epic eres bing th with goud outturn. Small-pox ane and 
there, but health good. . 
Pcorre hase 4 apes and warm; occasional local storm. Prospects of all crops fair, 4 
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De SO 
Rassnanye AND Cooon Benar Divx- 


oy 














Bena, » 9 | 280 
Mathabhanga we] O82 
Meckligunge we] O2 


Eastern Districts. 


Early rice cultivation progressing actively. Small-pox still very 
Sporadic cholera heard of here and there. 






























Bey Apl. 10 Weather—bright and seasonably hot. Sreepent of boro crop ‘favorable, 

pee ( 17 |Dacea, P aus and amun being sown. Public heal gor be 
Be , » i Weather—unusually cool, cloudy and windy, pects of crops good. — p 
4 4 health generally good. p 2 
is _ 8 Weather—hot and dry; south wind Prospects continue sstistctory.” able 


Weether "cloud ly and ene. with high south-east wind; ‘threatening pire 
State and prospects of : 
tar ps on and hot,” In (sate sub-division den ma0ch 
by late rain. Waters now subsided. Ploughing | md sowing ge 


actively, 
Resende crops favorable, Cholera continues in Moiscal and Ramoo, 


Weather—hot. Prospects favorable. Ploughing active. 
gathered. Moong coming up laxuriantly, 






























re / Mongnyr, Avl 10 '80) 
ei ; E 33 | Mbawuloers, » 10 ,, | 
~ | 84 | Porvean, 10" of 
: | 
E a6 |Maiduh, » 10, | 
4 
a = | 
' = 
p 26 fsonthal Perghs, .. 10, | 
bay Deoghar | 
ae Godda ass 
Jamtara i 
Ki oRIssa, | 
x , 87 \Cuttack, . «i 
& | 38 |Pooree, a "80 
ye 
t a { 
EY 
; E © 8Y | Balasore » 9. 


CHOTA NAGVORK, 


we Agency. 


4) |Lohardugya. 


48 |Manbhoom. 





South-West Frontier 


40 |Hazareedagh, Apl. 





9 '80 


10, | 
9 .| 
1 ; 


Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


Nil 


018 
0°30 


032 


O47 


Nil 


O25 





Uavourea, Statistica, Depr., 
The 18th April 1880. 





Character of the weather, state and prospects of the efope. and 
. state-of healtn at date. 






Weather—extremely hot. West wind begun to blow. Harvesting of rubber 
crops in progress. 

Wenther—hots maximum rendinz in xhade 109°. In a few places rubbee 
remaining to be cut. Harvest satistactory, Public health generally good 

Weather—hot. Harvesting of rubbee crops nearly completed. Prices stationary. 
Public health good. 

Report not received. 

Weather —warm, with west wind latterly. Harvesting of rubber crops nearly 
completed, A heavy sturm to west of Seetamarhee has uprooted many trees 
and injured mango blossoms. Cholera nas appexred in Seetamarhee town and 
parts of the sub-division, 

Weather—hot, with west wind, Rubbee crops b-ing threshed; outturn promis- 
ing well. Condition of district svtisfactory 

Weather —warmer. East wind prevalent. Rubbee harvest still continues and 

very good. Indigo doing well. Cholera in some thanas spread by pilgrims 

from Khatmandoo. 


| West wind sot in towards end of week, Rubbee being rapidly harvested; good 
outturn anticipated. Cholera in Nowadih in Jamui sub-division 

Weather—very hot, with seasouable westerly wind. Rubber harvest nearly 
finished ; onttnrn good, Small-pox still prevalent. 

Weather -seasonable Hot ard high west wind. State and prospects of crops 

| generally good, Fever and cholera reported. Small-pox not decreusing 





‘Weather—clear and bot. Morning temperature 82°, afternoon (4 o'clock) 94°. 
Reaping of wheat, barley, and other rubbee crops almost over. Land being pre- 
| pared for Lhadoi crops Public bealth fair. 

Weather—hot and dry. Seasonable State and prospects of crops excellent. 


|Report not received. 

\Weather— getting warm, with strong wind. Dalua doing well Land for 
sarad crop being plonghed. Rain wanted in some parts of district. 
Small-pox and cholera not yet disappeared. Common rice 15 to 26 seers per 
rupee. 

Weather—fine. Occasional thunderstorms in evening. Rain wanted in 
Bbudruck, Ploughing in progress. Price of rice falling in interior, Cases of 

| sporadic cholera in south ; otherwise public health good. 


! 

| 

Weather—warm, and at times cloudy and oppressive. MoAwa crop very good. In 
early part of week slight rain and hail in north, but no harm done by latter, 
General health good. 

Weather—seasonable. No crops on ground Rain wanted for ploughing and for 
tea. Small-pox still raging, but otherwise public health good. 

Weather—unsettled and very hot. Mohwa yielded well. Mango failed. Cases 
of cholera and small-pox in Dhulbhoom. 

Weather—rain, with high wind, on 6th ; otherwise dry and hot. Except cotton 

| hardly any crop on ground. Mohwa flowers falling fast ; yield generally good. 











Published ior general :niormanon. 


A. Mackenzig, 


Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. . 








Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 
4th to 10th April 1880. 
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| § | Teurenatore. | Hyonowerny Winp | i 
PbO 
beta, ] | | ag 4 
| = ts | | 3 3 | 3 | Rain.) Warner, 
= | hy | £ | a | 2 | FY | < 4 Prevailing direction. H t) 
4 Peel asa ela ey al hla : # 
ela ils] al G/e)i)ei 3 iF 4 
Mat ee oe aisxziziai{[sale! 2 is | & : 
= a a a real al ara a Oa We eed Tee TO 
1m © | louches. | 6/6 | 8 | © | © |luches) © | %o Taches iy 
Aprit | ath | 162% 20781 | 840 | 930 | 162 | 768 | 771 | 0840) 740] 73 | S4&S5W we | 176 | Nil | Cloudy, 
» | Sth |149°7| 760 | 845 | 938 | 176) 762) 778 | “B62! 747] 75 | SSW wee | OL] gy | Clear, 1 
, | | 
» | 6th 1617 | 743 | 848 | 946] 183 | 763| 77-0) -867| 740 | 74 |/S9W wwe | 219] | Clear, 
| 
» | 7th 102 | ‘700 | 84°6 | 918 | 128 | 790] 779) -g09| 750] 74/88 W ww | 206] | Cloudy, 
» | 8th }14601! “670 | 848) 924] 149) 775 | 782) 881) 754/74 |S&SSW ae Or an Day , night 
iefl 
» | Sth |ide9 | 682 | 848 | 967 | 180 | 797) Wee] “872| 761 | 73|S&8SW wa | 808] | Cloudy. 
» | 10th om 689 | 866 | 927 | 1487 | 780] 78:9] -901| 781] 74|SSWA&SbyW...  ...| 270) 4, | Clear, 
ita = tA a 
Inches. 
Tbe mean pressure of the seven days . 6.29709, 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office + 29°767 
8 
The mean temperature of the seven days a w. «= B47 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8. G. Office ww «= 84 
The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days . 195 F 
The maximum temperature during the seven days ‘ «OB 
: ; Me 
; The mean relative humidity during the seven days ibe 74 
by The average relative humidity of the corresponding period ‘for 24 years, s. ‘6. Office... 68 
1 
ra Inones. 
Re. ¥ The total fall of rain from 4th to 10th April 1880 vee on sexi SS A 
vi The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8S. G. Office ... «-. 040 4 
wy The total fall from 1st January to 10th April 1880 pt 350 , 
tye The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, 'S. @. Office... i 
be The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the barograph and | 


Rt The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registermg tnermometers. All the 
. thermometers are verified, and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and 
ae at the Kew Observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed oven at the sides, and are ; 
feet above the ground. j 
The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard sipauiane, Ne, 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. sik 
‘The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, FV, and V of the official tables computed 
Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of ” august’s formula, ‘ 
“4 os doetin und movement ofthe wind are taken from the trae of « Beskler's summa 
The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground, 
wdew, @ solar corona. 


_ Murgonorosicat Orrice, inpia, 
The 12th April 1880, 














Henny F. 





Abstract of the results of Meteorological Observations taken at Alipore 


er es Observatory in the month of March 1880. 
; Inches. Date, Hour. 
j The mean pressure of the month... as se > 29°833 ' 
, The average pressure of 24 years... ee s+» 29869 
_ The highest pressure during the month saa .. 80113 Ist 19h, 
The lowest pressure during the month i” aed w. §=29°551 20th =16h. 
- The range of pressure during the month @ 400 ve = 0562 
° 
The mean temperature during the month vee soe 78°6 
The average temperature of 24 years ‘ei aay 80°6 
The highest temperature during the month as dei 95°2 15th 
w# The lowest temperature during the month oo aay 52:3 Ist 
‘The range of temperature during the month _... ao 42-9 
The mean daily range of temperature during the month _.., 200 
The greatest range of teroperature in one day during the 
month ... wee iis be vie 81:0 7th 
*/- 
The mean humidity during the month ais as 72 
The average humidity of 24 years ier ive 66 
Inches, 
The mean vapour tension during the month ies oes 0-708 
The average vapour tension of 9 years vA to 0:702 
The mean cloud proportion of the month ane Aes 2:72 
Inches. 
The total rainfall of the month -_ oe su 0°54 
The average fall of 48 years sta nos ee 1:34 
The greatest fall in 24 hours es ae ae O51 28th 
Days. 
The number of rainy days in the month des ies 2 
The average number of rainy days of 24 years ... ee 4 
° 
The mean maximum equilibrium temperature of solar radiation 
of the month “si pas aay we «1485 
The mean difference of sun and air temperatures <6 58°9 
The greatest sun temperature sed ia w=: 1549 27th & Bist. 
The greatest excess of sun over air temperature ... iis 65:2 31st 
The mean ‘temperature of nocturnal radiation thermometer 
on woollen.cloth ... wag 63°6 


The mean depression of nocturnal radiation thermometer 


below the minimum of air ise ees vee 60 
The greatest depression of nocturnal radiation thermometer 

below the minimum of air re s ies ee 10°6 2nd 

Miles. 

The mean movement of the wind per day +e we = «:170°5 
The greatest movement of the wind in one day ... .. «=—8) 18th 
The greatest movement of the wind in one hour... vee 28 18th noon to I p.m. 
The number of hours under each of the 8 points— & 19th 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 


N 21, NE 10, E 13, SE 65, S 408, SW 130, W 49, NW 385, Calm 13. 


Pee, na ar ame aaa 

Whe results of observations at the Alipore Observatory are not rigorously comparable with 

‘registers. of past years (at the Park Street Observatory). The barometer is about 8 feet 
rat Alipore, and other things being equal, reads therefore ‘003 lower. The diurnal range of 
also greater at Alipore, and the mean temperature apparently about 2°-95 lower; 

, the thermometer, which has furnished the record of temperature at the Surve 

i Office during the last 20 years and upwards, is found to read 0°6 higher than the Kew 

thermometer, which is the standard of reference at the present Obscrvatory. 








Henny F, Bianrorp, 
Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. 


Lc ToAL Orrice, Inp1a, the 8th April 1880. 
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Statement showing Increases and Decreases in maundage of Staples carried over the line during the month oa 


Ui 


F of March 1880, as compared with the corresponding period of March 1879. , 
Srarces. £ 
Wovico SS 2 ' 
me S. 5. S = ¥ 
Building materials . 
Sundries one “ . 





Total ae 86,055 3,012 75,081 8,563 89,067 78,034 $8,074 14,107 





The decrease in firewood traffic is due to less imports at Canning Ghat. 

The decrease in hay, wooloo and straw is due to greater demands at selling stations. 

The decrease in paddy is chiefly due to cultivators of the Port Canning Company’s estates selling it to the rice mills, for which 

they were previously advanced. . 

| The decrease in rice traffic is due to the mills not working yet fully, : 
{ The increase in sundries is trifling. P 

The decrease in building materials is due to less materials having been required by Port Canning this year for repair work. 

The increase in coal is due to greater demand for the rice mills. 





Calcutta, the 12th April 1880. R. G. Mooxersex, Manager. 

i 
Ke Nalhati State Railway. : 
Es Statement showing Increases and Decreases in maundage of Staples carried over the line during the 
* I month of March 1880, as compared with the corresponding period of March 1879. 
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oe 79. 1880. 1879. | 1880, 
a : Down. Up. | Down. | ‘otal. | ‘Total. | 
a ee Le eee 
Mas, 
506 











‘otal 

5 
; Mads. Mas. Mas. Mds. Mas. 

-metal ware ,. * 938 17 1,069 8 Tl" sao . : ‘ 
i \ ee Pe 17,875 |e | OBI | see 7,875 a] oe aoe ‘ 
a grains *. 600 2/402 2,781 70 Preeti See, 
i and sugar = ., os 892 
pie Piece eon, che oo * 0 oe 1,606 
wer ee, oe Me Siw ded 34 |. cc Wy Al gies 
aa 8,160 

aoe 68 








‘The decrease in brass and bell-metal ware is due to less import for want of demands, 
‘The decrease in coal is due to less import for brick-burning coming to a close. tare es 
‘The increase in edible grains is due to both greater import and export according to nature of goods. 
‘The decrease in jaggree and sugar is due to less import, 4 

"The decrease in piece-goods is due'to less import for want of demand, 

The decrease in silk and silk cloth is due to less export. 

The decrease in seeds is due to less import for want of demands. 









* : oe) what 






_ Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indién Railways. — 
; EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. ° 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 3rd April 1880 on 1,507} miles open. 


















| MERCHANDISE AND MinzRAL TRAFFIC. | ‘Team MILES RON. 


Coaontne Trarric, 














1,950,738 | 29,53,250 8 3 (270,714 12 7 |1,88,11,305 30 | 79,946,119 2 a 5 11,09,47,369 10 048, 1,350,860 | 1,999,0614 


———— —_—_—— rey 


|_—_—_—__—_————_ | $$$ —-.  ——— - --— 
2,112,140 | 31,66,406 1 0 253 17 9 |2,03,62,620 10 | 85,71,811 2 © \785,749 7 iiha7.98.217 30 700 a0 1,450,1894 
—— ——— — | 
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| 1S 
| 2,658,574 311 | 23,427 12 9 | 15,00,479 30 | 6,890,508 2 6| 63,213 3 ‘ 945,172 6 8 22,406 | 119,487 | 171,963 4 
sseees 109 9 0 15 10 10 cts 378 4) 4118 10) OF 1G ane nee 4 
7 vw | 8175,7514) 83,48,896 8 6 [806,523 17 0 /2,18,36,278 0 | $7,25,160 0 10 799,806 6 91,20,60,008 0 4 720,163 1,807,866 2,388,027 ‘| 
Hi # 
i EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. | 
“ ‘ ' 2 
ig Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 27th March 1880 on 171} miles open. 2 
"S ————————————————————————————— = —— i F 
i} a CoacHING TraPrFic. MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL TRAPPFIC. : 4 
oft ee ae Se St eae ee PE ere 4 
it . Number of | ; cenetpts, te 
R a passengers. Coaching receipts. | Woight carried. Receipts. 2 
Rs. a. P. & sd. Mds. ». | Rs, 4.P.| £8. 4. | £ 4.4. 
52,081 30,711 0 0 2815 3 6 1,87,172 0 $1,254 0 0) 286619 0) 5,680 3 6 
308 178.13 0 16 7:10 1,089 32 | 18115 7} "1613 7! $18 
407,787 4,38,238 11 8 40,171.17-7 29.004108 26 | 428,800 112 | s9.07 Z| 79,670 8 9 
4,068,949 11 8 42,987 1 1 25,837,340 24 4,60,063 11 2 42,172 10 | 85,159 11 9 
i —_—— SS ee Me a 
' < 
; 31,706 11 0 2,916 13 11 1,61,015 30 28,072 1 s| 2028 6 6, 554219 & 2 
185 2 2 1618 5 | 942 30 | 16615 0 15 61, % 56 me 
4,71,696 8 9 45,2817 2) t9,16,300 26 373,879 E11 | GAR TB TTBS 4 10 ag 
: - an 
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" i" PRESENT: ° 


‘lis Honor Tue LivuTenant-Governor oF BenGaL, Presiding. 
The Hon’sue G. C. Pau, ¢.1.£., Advocate-General. 

The Hon’str H. L. DAMPIER, 

The How’str H. A. CockerE.n, 

~ The Hon’ate C. D. Frevp, /LL.D.; 

F The How’ste A. Mackenzir, 
The How’ste J. O’Kineacy, ae 
» The How’ste Syep Ameer Hossein, 

The How’ste Kristo Das Pat, c.1.8., Rat Banapoor, 
“The Hon’ate J. B. Kyran, c.1.n., 

= How’ste Peary Monun Mooxenser, 

». and ° 

How's F. Prustace, . 


AND ROVINCIAL PUBLIC WORKS CESSES. ° 


ion of the How’ste Mr. Damrter the further oa f* 
and consolidate the law relating to rating for the ation of = , 
dist munications and other wonkege Pr 








The Hox’ste Kerstopas: Pa. moved to add the following proviso io tet 
“ We cage" : led > 


section 81:— - ai: fi. 
“ Provided. that no work the maintenance of which is at the time of the commencement = 

of this Act a charge upon Provincial Funds shall be made a charge upon the District Road 
Fund.” . eae : + * te Me 43 
: He had not much to sayin support of this motion. “The principle which 
it imvolved was self-evident. When the Road Cess Act ie" a it was 


distinctly stated that the proceeds of the cess should be applied to focal pure 
poses, such as roads and canals, which would directly benefit the districts in a 
which the cess would be levied. A clear distinction was drawn by Sir George 
Campbell between Provincial and Road Cess Funds. In making his financial ~ 
statement in this Council in March 1871, he remarked— 5 


“ He should like to produce a budget distinct from, and independent of, the arrangements 
for local cesses, and which he might call the provincial budget, so as to distinguish provincial 
taxation from that question of local cesses. Provincial taxation and local cesses,were in 
principle quite distinct from one another, and he thought that the question of local cesses for > «* 
specific local purposes should, as far as possible, be kept quite apart the other question of — 
provincial finance. The local Rating Bill would be for proper local purposes as the hon’ble 
member who asked leave to introduce the Bill had slain ts the Council in submitting his 

° motion. In-point of fact local funds and cesses of various kinds had existed in several pro- 
vinces long anterior to the provincial arrangements now for the first time about to be com- 
menced. And he might say here that the Bill of which the hon’ble member had charge, was ~ * 
a measure which had been under consideration before the scheme of financial decentralization 
was made known by the Government of India. ornge 


Sir George Campbell continued— 


“He was the more inclined to avoid any appearance of confounding the two subjects ; : 
because, while some other local Governments had, he hoped unjustly, in the imputation 
of improving the vccusion to add to their provincial recources more than the burden 
on them by the Governmert of India, he was specially desirous that the question of Jocal 
rating in Bengal sary not be ay bor by any 7 icion of the ki t it should be — 
’ unite understood that any proposal for local rating wou in good faii : l 
Chiesa, and subject to effective local administration.” . *«: cadiie eal 
.. Nothing could be more explicit or more emphatic than thigfleclaration of 
» ~~ Sir George Campbell. The question, however, was, whether the promise made’ 
by Sir George Campbell had been fulfilled ? Had the road“ ces’ been applied.” 
» to the relief of the Provincial Exchequer, or had the proceeds, as ded 
im Council, been a plied only to local improvements in the districts in which * 
it was levied? That question had been answered by his:hon'’ble friend the 
Financial Secretary to Government at the last sitting of the,.Council? He 
said— ‘toe ee 
+“ When the Provincial Service scheme was started in 1871-72, SireGeorge Campbell’ 
‘told the Council that we received, namely, the Government of Bengal, fromthe Goy, 
: t for Public Works, 37 lakhs less than that which was the cost in 1868-69, 1 
ay than the Government of India had felt bound to spend upon Bengal in their 
ear of financial panic, viz. in 1870.71. That was all that we could Hépeefor to «provide 
a ublic works, except when some sudden necessity arose which was out of the question ” 
. Without, however, despairing Sir George Campbell went to work, and in ears accumu«» 
% lated, as I have orp considerable > Pog ge did he manage { Eee 
/.te'the Road Funds the maintenance of nearly the roads in| sane, oe, uby seizings > * 
» every wind-fall, and screwing out of the Financial Department every extra yeoule ri Z 
which he could lay the shadow of a claim, and by par para to the general uses all sorts. & 
it o save watt waslentoaly Ss 








. ‘of petty funds, and lastly by practically suspending all expenditur 
Sal to keep the sdgiisiatestion of the Government.” Fl 
«He (Basoo Kristopas Pat) was really taken by surprise wh 






this éxtra- 
~ ordinary statement came from the Financial Seeretary, . He ‘could hardly 
~) © Nelieve that Sir George Campbell having just a few months re Ma le an. € 






emphatie declaration in this Council for the maintenance of a dle broad 
. ap pindticn between the Provincial Fund and the Road Cess Fund ‘in good 
.. »»« faith,” should have broken his own word and summari ferred to the 
re Road Fund the maintenance of nearly all the roads in rovince, tliat is, th 
f roads’ hitherto maintained out of the Provincial 







amendment his object, was to prevent, if 
. ig he might a0 term yy of the 1 


’ 













‘ment Of the ostates from which the contributions would be levied. But if the 
a Road Cess was applied for the maintenance of old roads which had hitherto 
Bo, ORE to “the ‘Provincial Funds, how was good faith kept with the 
ie le. ¢ road cess was not imposed for the purpose of affording relief 
«to the Imperial or Provincial Exchequer; its object to help the landholders 
Be to bind them together and eo-operate with each-other for the improvement 
re i of es er oy would lie in their own estates. But, as it had been’ 
~ shown by"thé Hoi’ble Financial Secretary, this promise had not been fulfilled. 

r The Road Cess Fund had now taken the place of what was formerly called’ 
the Amalgamated. District Road Fund, and he found on reference to the 
* Administration t of 1872-73 that the Amalgamated District Road Fund 
consisted of the following sources of revenue :— : 

Firstly, of old one per cent. road cess on land levied in Shahabad ; 
secondly, of road tolls; thirdly, of ferry tolls; and, fourthly, of canal tolls. : 

e Road tolls were, he believed, being gradually done away with, and he dared 
“say his hon’ble friend the Financial Secretary would be able to show 
that in all districts in Bengal road tolls had been abolished. Basoo Kerisropas 
Pat thought that was a very proper measure; they were a source of 
annoyance and trouble and vexation to the people, and the sooner they were 
abolished the better. By dispensing with this source of income the Road 
Fund lost about one lakh of rupeesa year. 

He found from the administration report referred to that more than five 
lakhs were received from the ferry tolls. ‘Ihe proceeds of those tolls were 
formerly credited to the Amalgamated Road Fund, and the Government dis- 
tributed it by annual allotments. From the commencement of the financial 
year 1872-73 those funds had been made strictly local and made over to the 
district where they were raised, and were managed by local Committees. 
Thus, that source of income was also gone. But the greater portion of the old 
Amalgamated District Fund came from grants-in-aid from Government. It 
appeared from the report that the grants-in-aid generally amounted to about ten 
lakhs perettinnm; but since the imposition of the road cess these grants, 
‘if he was intortiied rightly, had disappeared, so that the road cess was now 
the only sourcé of income for the maintenance of district roads. Havir 
withdrawn the aid which the Government gave before, he did not think it 
would be justified to impose on the Road Fund the maintenance of works 
which used formerly to devolve on the District Fund. As he had already shown 

the distinction®* made by Government between the Provincial Fund and 
the Local Fund was quite clear, and it would be only acting in accordance 
with the declaration then made to provide that no works which at the eom- 
mencement of the Act were maintained out of Provincial Funds should be 
charged to District Road Cess Funds. The object of the Road Cess Fund, as 
stated by His Gyace the Duke of Argyll when Secretary of State for India, 
was to provide for works the advantages of which would be palpable, direct 
_and immediate... In other words, local funds should be applied to local works + 


/ *it dould ndt therefore be just to apply the proceeds of the road cess to works 
which might benefit the whole province and which ought in fairness to be 
provi for out of provincial funds. 





ided 
: Pemigt -be argued that it would practically be difficult to make a 


~, 
Ri ¢ tween works provincial and local. The Government of India had . 
igs alread poate na ction between works Imperial and Provincial. In the finan-~ 
0 


sal t of 1877 Sir John Strachey had clearly shown what class of public 
: Ww wuld. be charged to Imperial and what to Provincial revenue 1 
~ degislat Wy ting separate funds for separate works,—Imperial, Provincial, 
focal d Municipal,—had also contemplated that the proceeds of each fund 
shou be applied to the objects for which each fund was created, and, sueh 
being the case, Banoo Knisropas Pax did not think it would be inconsigtent if 
distinction was made in the way proposed by the amendment. 
+The Ho N’BLE Mr. Mackenzir said—“ I must take objection to this , 
e law should be so worded as to prevent the spending of any fand 
rk that may now happen to be classed as. provincial. ‘Phe 
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much of the statement contained in myspeech on one, 


the that Sir Geo sb : 
peas Fag sy comeaes 
al: as a whole. ’ 

i ‘to the whole aim 
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ad cess legislation. .It was beeause the Imperial Government would = 
riot find money for Bengal roads that this local cess was passed toenable usto 
make them for ourselves. All the nioney that we received from the Govern. 
ment. of India for roads was spent upon roads; but it is obvious that that was = 
utterly insufficient, and if Sir George Campbell, by making into district roads: 
what were fairly such, prevented further dema upon the available sayings = 
‘at,his disposal from other sources, he only did what was perfectly legitimate > 
even from the hon’ble member’s point of view. But the, fact i8 that the 
‘argument which the hon’ble member anticipated would be addressed to him 
must be so addressed and carefully pressed home. In Bengal it is quite 
impossible to draw a hard-and-fast line of distinction, based upomany intelli’ 
gible principle, between local and provincial roads. There were,’ it is true, 
certain main or trunk lines which, before the days of railways‘and canals and 
river steamers, were recognized as of Imperial importance. ‘These were most 
of them great arteries of military communication, the routes by which troops, ©» 
and military stores passed from the metropolitan arsenals to the camps, and ~~ 
stations of the upper and outer provinces. But their importance from” this 
point of view has in many cases passed away, while there is not one of 
them which is not now, as regards the segment of it passing.through each 
district, perhaps the most important local road within the district. The roads 
recognized at present as provincial ars chiefly these— ' 

1.—The Grand Trunk road to the North-Western Provinces and ‘its 

branches. 
2.—The Orissa Trunk Road and its feeders. 


€ 


3.—The Chota Nagpore system. 









a 


* 


4.—The Calcutta and Jessore road. , ola 
5.—The Caleutta and Diamond Harbour road. pe da 
6.—The Ganges and Daijeeling road with branches. a see 
7.—The South-Eastern Trunk road (Dacca to Chittagong)...» 

‘ 8.—Certain Calcutta roads. oa 


9.—Certain frontier roads. tered 
There is, so far as I know, no present intention of reducing*their number, - 
or of transferring them to District Committees ; but there is hardly any of the 
first eight in the series that might not, as regards some part or other of it,” 
form a perfectly fair charge on local funds. : . 
“~The limitations imposed by the Bill upon the expenditure of each district 
road fund are, I submit, already sufficiently precise. It can only be “spent 
upon objects which directly benefit the district and improve its commmunica- 
. tions. That, Sir, seems to me the true test to apply from an administrative 
var of view. Financially the tax-payers are aecestly protected by..the 
8 


te epee ae ee RO 


imitation placed in the law on the rate of cess leviable. ‘These consid 
permit in themselves a suifficiet answer to the proposal before us. et a 
I am not, however, altogether content to let my oppositiof¥to this p 
rest on these narrow grounds. The hon’ble member has quoted to us ¢ertain’ 
es from a speech by Sir George Campbell, containing yiews upon the © 
relative characteristics of provinciel and local taxation. No one has_ 
respect for Sir George Campbell than | have, but I think this Couneil may 
hesitate before it accepts as final the views upon local taxation enunciate 
somewhat doctrinaire Governor in the first gust of provincial mdeper 
and when the question was not before him in any well argue 
perhaps of being misunderstood myself, I feel bound to say that I 
other of the hon’ble member’s suggestions, because I consider. 
unduly seek to fetter the Lieutenant-Governor’s administ 
secondly, that he eydeavours to set up a distinction in kind | 


4 " -provincial taxation, which in this country has no real oie 
i f . a : Pe. : 
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of previncial government in India is not after all. 
Bre “shadow of the constitution of the Calcutta Corporation, 
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Governor of Bengal is not as yet reduced to the p it on 

badgered Chairman, content, for peace-sake, to have his i 
tory. resolutions upon every conceivable point of | 

sonal representative of the Imperial power within the 


Whale 














in —————— SSS 
should néver, I submit, while the eireumstances. of this countrfremain as 
they are, and while his personal responsibility lasts, out of weak deference to 
 uninstructed sentiment, allow his hands to be tied unduly, or submit to having 
his legitimate freedom of administration curtailed by superfluous legislation. 
We have, I am well aware, so far grown out of the patriarchal system 
in Bengal that legislation has become a necessary part of our constitutional 
existence. We have to govern upon definite plans and in accordance with 
civilized ‘methods. We must embody our ideas in clear legal enactments, 
_and attach sanctions to secure their observance. It is sometimes desirable, 
for educational purposes, or to prevent misconception, te make an Act embody 
in sufficient detail, or in full outline, some connected administrative scheme ; 
but even in such cases the Council would, I contend, do well to bear in mind the 
advice of Sir Henry Thring, who makes it a cardinal rule of legislation that 
** Procedure and matters of detail should not, except under very exceptional 
circumstances, find any place in the body of an Act; but should, where possible, 
be left to be prescribed by a court or department of the Government.” I for 
my partewould never willingly consent to putting a single clause into a law that 
was not absolutely required for practical purposes. We are, in this Council at any 
rate, bound to assume that Government will exercise its discretion rightly in any 
given case, and were the local legislature to attempt to forestall that discretion 
in matters of pure administration, such as the Government muy fairly be 
expected to decide upon sound general principles, it would be injuring both the 
Government and the country, substituting rough running for smooth, and to 
putit plainly, irritating an overworked executive by an unnecessary and foolish 
system of legalised nagging. ‘The Council will not I trust deem me wanting in 
respect, or consider me out of order, if I go on to say that I am not, I believe, 
alone in thinking that consciously or unconsciously this tendency does occa- 
sionally show itself in some recent Bengal Acts. Select Committees are not 
always content to give the precise amount of legislative assistance asked for, but 
go onto provide for every possible detail, and to stop up every possible 
outlet for responsible action. Valuable as local and detailed Lculsdes 
is, and much as the Government is to be congratulated on being able to secure 
such assistance as it gets from the hon’ble members of this Council, it is 
‘quite possible to overload our measures with excess of precision on unimportant 
points. Compare, for instance, our Bengal Survey Act with the Act that 
sufficed for British Burmah; our Wards’ Act with the sections that do for the 
North-Western Provinces. Something more of detail may be required in 
Bengal; but certainly nothing like the quantity there is. We cannot here 
trust a district officer to serve a notice in a reasonable way, but must prescribe 
every corner of the district in which it is to be stuck. Soon we shall be Bei the 
diameter of the tom-toms to furnish that everlasting ‘ beat of drum’ that rolls its 
. monotonous rataplan through all our later Acts, or we shall be asked to regulate 
the width of fhe official foolscap. Looking back upon some of the proposals 
amen upon us in Committee, I consider it fortunate that this identical Cess 
Bill does not fix by law the precise spot on the annual account-sheet where the 
Vice-Chairman should sign his name, and affix penalties for his failure to dot 
hisi’s. Section after section, under Part III, seems to me to be not really 
as a part of a law, but to be matter rather for executive management. 
But as ier are unobjectionable, and in accordance with the genius of our local 
legislation, I accept them. But I do emphatically protest against the idea 
that the Lieutenant-Governor in his own province is not fit to decide whether 
a district road is useful for local purposes or not. 
“Further, Sir, I do not think we ought to recognize any such distine- 
tion of kind between provincial and local taxation as is logically involved 
* in the hon’ble member’s i The origin of the arin power is not the 
game in India as in England. Here it,emanates from the Supreme authority ; 
there it emanates from the people itself. To confound the two systems is 
- common enough in the political cant of the present day. Men , and 
. | write, as if India were all the same as Middlesex. They apply 
me tests to its administration as to Parliamentary Government and the 
local systems at home, They babble about the separation of executive 
jicial functions, about local self-government and representation, and 
forgetting that outside the Presidency towns these shibboleths of 
ogress may prove to be mischievous when they cease to be only 
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meaningless. Whatever may be the future of this country as regafd’ represen- 
tation ns its Government, it ‘atonal to pretend that as ou any such theoltes rr 
hold good. It may be politic and wise to encourage such aspirations, and 
it seems an ungenerous thing to throw cold water upon ideas with which we as 
Englishmen necessarily sympathise. But if we are to cultivate habits of local 
acl geiedarment among the people, we must proceed by cautious and well 
considered steps. They must learn to walk before they are allowed to run. 
They must learn to stand before they are allowed to walk. And in the work 
of practical government we must look more to the actual fact, to the precise 
stage of political growth with whica we have to deal, and beware of injurin 
material progress by a leaning to utopian theories. Bengal is an advan 
rovince in many ways, butit is not after all quite on the same platform as Great 
ritain yet. We must remember, therefore, in discussing questions of taxation, 
that in England the people in Parliament assembled taxes itself, or passes 
enabling laws providing for local taxation of kinds. The town populations in 
their Town Councils tax themselves for municipal purposes. The counties tax 
themselves for roads and other objects. In India, on the other hand, foreign, 
but we hope benevolent, Government taxes the people ad extra in their own 
interests, and often in their own despite. Viewed thus, municipal and other local 
taxation is in India as distinctly Imperial taxation as the income tax itself. 
Were there no such local cesses, the Government would in its own interests have 
to provide for the police, conservancy, and lighting of its towns, and the making 
and maintenance of-communications. In order to bring in economy of adminis- 
tration, to secure the help of those locally interested, and to reconcile local 
populations to special burdens, the Government transfers the assessment and 
management of certain sources of revenue to local bodies: but the ultimate 
responsibility still lies with Government, aud it is for the, Government 
to lay down the limits within which the system shall be worked. That, Sir, 
I conceive to be the only sound theory of local taxation in India. It is thus, in 
my opinion, entirely for Government to decide whether the cost of any 
articular work is one which it can equitably charge to a local fund. That is, 
it seems to me, not a point on which it should ordinarily submit to have its 
hands tied by legislation. 

Of course when the Government consents to embody in a law provisions 
for the delegation of a portion of its taxing power to local authorities, it must 
be bound thereafter by the conditions which it then accepts; and in respect of 
municipal taxation it has been content to work very generally upon Western 
ideas, and to abandon to a large extent even the appearance of effective control. 
It is held that self-interest will lead the people of towns to do what is best for 
themselves, and that the tax-payers are thus brought so directly into contact 
with the administration of the funds that no very decided check is necessary 
from above. But I for one am not prepared to admit that this theory can be. 
applied in its integrity to the working of the District Road Fun@. - 

It would certainly not be for the advantage of the tax-payers to have 
local taxation of this sort treated as different in kind from Provincial and 
Imperial taxation. It isto them a distinct gain that the road cesses are now 
shown as Provincial rates in the Imperial accounts. The full extent of the « 

ublic burdens is thus clearly seen. But if the taxation is of the same kind as — . 
rovincial, Government must have a potential voice in regard to its applica-) 
tion. Government has, in the absence of any real representative system, to 
protect the interests of the many, of the people at large, and in their interests — 
it must decide, and it alone, what communications area fair charge u = 
district funds and what on the general funds of the State. “For these reasons — 
I would reject absolutely the hon’ble member’s proposition. © =) 
That the Government when left at liberty to administer all the funds at 
will do so wisely may not unfairly be inferred from, the manner in 
which the imposition of these cesses been has utilised to free the trade of th 
country from tolls. An income of Rs. 96,600 annually has been 
. by the abolition of tolls sitice the Cess Act was passed. On the Ist of 
the very last tolls in Bengal upon either provincial or local roads. 
exist. But in any case so long as Government is really respor 
administration, be long as self-government is 
_adream of the future, the Lieutenant-Goverm 
application and distribution of the 






















~The Hour’sue Mr. Presrace said that, although he laboured under the 
vantage of not having been present at the last meeting of the Council, 
‘he tho he should not give a-silent vote to the amendment or the Bill 
now under consideration, and in the hope that it might possibly influence 
the hon’ble mover of the amendment, and other hon’ble members who 
would in any way limit the powers of the Government, to raise funds for 
‘the purposes which were contemplated in this bill. He thought, he should say, 
‘that they need not look far to sce that it was most certainly to the interest of 
the rate-payers of the day, as it would be to the advantage of those of the 
future, that the Bill should become law. He might mention a case, in fact 
he might say he was intimately acquainted with a case, in which a first-class 
railway had been constructed through a most populous and prosperous district 
in Bengal. The railway had cost some £20,000 a mile to construct, it had been 
open for traffic for nearly ten years, and up to the present time there were not 
only no roads to many of the stations, but in some places the stations could not 
be approached without committing trespass. It had been freqaently repre- 
solihe that, if funds were not forthcoming for the construction of the roads, 
an effort should be made to take up the necessary land to give a right-of- 
way and free access to the stations. If they also looked to the Northern 
Bengal State Railway, which ran through some 120 miles of the productive 
district of Rungpore, they found that really little or nothing had been done to 
make roads to the stations on the line. The state of affairs appeared to him 
to be this. The general tax-payers had contributed something like 95 per 
cent. of the outlay necessary to construct first-class railways through most 
important districts, and for want of the remaining 5 per cent. required for the 
construction of roads leading to them, the communication in most cases was 
still most imperfect. 

. Then, if they looked to the rich rice-producing districts of Backergunge, 
which the hon’ble member had described as the granary of Bengal, although a 
first-class railway ran direct from this port for 150 miles in the direction of 

“that district, and from the terminus of the railway a first-class waterway led 
down to and served most thoroughly the whole of the district, yet, up to the 
present time, it had received little or no benefit from the great outlay 
incurred upon the railway ; and in judging of the cost of improving such water 
communications, it must be remembered that we had no £20,000 a mile to 
provide to construct the way. It existed, and cost nothing to construct or 
maintain, and all that it would be necessary to do would be to incur the 
trifling outlay of something like £200 a mile to puta most useful line of 
steamers upon them. He was well acquainted with the working of such steamer 
services as were required, which, during the past three years, had yielded a 
return of something like 70 per cent., and during the past half-year the very 
handsome return of 15 per cent. had been shown. It seemed to him that 
somewhat fine distinctions had been made in this Council and elsewhere 
bétween what was termed imperial revenue and local funds ; and, however 
necessary and proper it might be to maintain such distinction, they must, he 
thought, all agree that, so far as revenue-producing powers were concerned, 

, if not the milch cow, was certainly the backbone of India; and ir 
ever the time came that the imperial revenues had to make good guaranteed 
interest upon railways, mect expenditure on famines, or any such imperial 
liabilities, they might make sure that Bengal would be burthened the most. 

‘It therefore behoved this Council, and more particularly the majority of the 

. hon’ble members who sat on that side of it, to do their utmost to render this 

9 producing province still more productive, and this, he submitted, could 

ob » done by improving its internal communications. He would therefore 
mple funds at the disposal of the local Government ; and in placing these 

ts hands, he would in no way hamper it in determining the exact 
n which they-should be spent. He said again he would place the 
t in ample funds, and throw upon it the responsibility of spending 
Soxn Prersipent said that, before putting the amendment, he 
ow hon’ble members through all their arguments, but would say 
the distinction which had been made between Imperial and 

hould like to express his concurrence in a point which had 
ynsiderable force by the Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie, namely 





















the mischief of interfering with the Government in petty details in tht drafting 
of Bills by those who were nof thoroughly conversant with the actual working - 
of measures; if these provisions were adopted they would operate injurionsl 
towards the District Committees instead of giving them relief as was intended. 
The only eases in which the duty of maintaining Provincial works was made 
over to District Committees was where a road had been one of the great 
Provincial high roads, and became abandoned by the substitution of some other 
superior communication in the same direction; the question then sometimes. 
arose whether the road should be allowed to fall to pieces, or should be made 
over to the Committeos of the various distriets through which it passed, and 
be maintained and kept up for local purposes; that was tle only case in which 
a Provincial road hed been made over to District Committees. But he would 
mention one or two roads out of the list given by the Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie, 
showing how very possibly the necessity for such transfers might happen again. 
Take for instance the Calcutta and Diamond Harbour Road, or the Ganges and 
Darjeeling Road. The Diamond Harbour Road was now a Poovineiel road, 
but it was the great line of communication between Calcutta and the lower 
reaches of the river, and for Provincial purposes it was necessary ‘to maintain 
it. Members were perhaps aware that there was a scheme for making a-rail- 
road to Diamond Harbour, and if the Government constructed a railway for 
Provincial purposes, it would be no longer necessary for it to maintain through- 
out the district of 24-Pergunnahs an old metalled highway which had ceased 
to be of any use, except for purely local purposes, and the first thing would be to 
give up that road. The District Committee would be but too ready to accept.a 
present of a good metalled road, and to have it free of charge only for the 
cost of maintenance. It would then become one of the most important district 
roads. Again, there was a project for connecting Khoolna and Jessore by a 
railroad with Calcutta; if that were done, it wou!d not be necessary to keep 
up the road that passed through Barasct. It would become an ordinary féeder 
road, and would be used like any other district road. 

To enact that the Government should not make over to District Committees 
any road, the maintenance of which was now a charge on Provincial Revenues, 
would be not only to hamper the Government, but to prevent its giving over 
a valuable present to District Committees. Therefore His Hovor inight say 
that whatever had been done in this way had been done, not in the interest 
of the Government, but of the District Funds. So far from Government shift- 
ing its proper burden on the District Funds, the Government was every day 
giving grants from Provincial Funds to Local Funds to help them to open up 
communications. Take for instance the Nattore road. The Government had 
given one and a half lakhs towards this particular district road because it was 
a very important one. There was hardly a road throughout the province of 
any importanee which had not been helped more or less by grants from Pro- 
vincial Funds ; it was a very important ana most useful nf of employing © 
surplus proceeds of Provincial and Local Funds. Not a single complaint 
come to Hire Honor that the Government had imposed upon District Committees 
the maintenance of roads the expense of which they should not. be called 
upon to bear, and he therefore thought the amendment before the Council was 
quite uncalled for. k. 

The motion was then put and negatived. a 

The Hon’ste Krtsropas Pat moved the substitution of the words “ or 
sentenced to imprisonment for a criminal offence” for the words “or of. 
disgraceful conduct” in section 84. He. believed hon’ble members would 
agree with him in thinking that the words ‘disgraceful conduct” were very __ 
vague and indefinite; they might be interpreted in different ways by different _ 

ns according’ to their peculiar idiosynoracies. The object of the section 
fre believed was to shut out from Cess Committees persons who might disgrace 
themselves by committing offences punishable with imprisonment, and that « | 
object would be attained by substituting the words proposed by him; a pro- 

yision similar to what he proposed obtained in the Caleutta Municipal Act, 
' "The Hon’stz Mr. ‘Damrrer remarked that a great deal of what had 







been said on the previous amendment by the -hon’ble member on the rig 
. Mackenzie) applied to the present amendment. The qneetionas vh 





thé check of the Supreme Government. If in the exercise of that discretion 
he considered that any member of a District Committee had done something 
which rendered him unworthy of remaining on that Committee, the head of 
the Government should havo full authority to turn such member out. 
Mr. Dampier thought the discretion might fairly, and ought to, be left in the 
hands of the Government. 

‘The Hon’ste Mr. Mackenzty said the section as it now stood in the Bill 
was an absolute encroachment upon the law as it existed in Act X of 1871, 
which provided that the Lieutenant-Governor might for any cause which he 
might deem sufficient remove any member of the Committee whom he might 
deom it expedient to remove. ‘Ihat discretion was now limited by the insertion 
of the words “ disgraceful conduct,” and he thought it went far enough. 

His Honor tne Prestpenr remarked that this was a matter which might 
possibly be left to the discretion of the Lieutenant-Governor ; he could conceive 
many cases in which a man might be guilty of disgraceful conduct which 
might make it improper to retain him on a Committee which was entrusted with 
the administration of large funds, and which might make it disagreeable to the 
other members to serve with him, but he yet might not have been sentenced 
to imprisonment for a criminal offence. 

The motion was negatived. 

The How’sce Krisropas Pat moved the substitution of “shall” for 
tic in section 99, line 1. He was afraid he might be accused again of 
interfering with the discretion of the Lieutenant-Governor. The section pro- 
vided that the Lieutenant-Governor may, upon the recommendation of two- 
thirds of the members voting at any special meeting, remove the Vice-Chairman. 
He submitted that when two-thirds of the members voted for the removal 
of the Vice-Chairman, the Lieutenant-Governor should consider it his duty to 
remove such Vice-Chairman, for he could no longer command the confidence of 
the Committee. In such cases Basoo Krisropas Par thought the law ought to 
be imperative. He wished to state that he would be the last person to interfere 
with the legitimate discretion of the Government, but where a public body 
was constituted under the law, and certain privileges were conferred upon 
it, it was but right that they should be duly respected in practice. It 
was nothing but fair and reasonable that when two-thirds of the Committee 
expressed their want of confidence in their executive head, the Lieutenant- 
Governor should give effect to that vote. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Dampier said this was rather a matter for His Honor 
the President to express an opinion upon, and it would really be a matter of 
importance if u time came when there should be a struggle such as was going 
on in France in the elections of Mayors of Communes between the Govern- 
ment and the local bodies. In such a case it would be an enormous power in 
the hand of the Lieutenant-Governor. The Council must first make up its 
‘mind as to what it intended, and then express it in words. The legal members 
on his right and left were of opinion that the word ‘‘may” in the section 
was imperative, and if so, Mr. Dampier thought it would be necessary to qualify 
it by the addition of the words ‘in his discretion.” 

K His Honor rue Presipenr said he thought this was a case in which it was 
“only reasonable that the Government should be left with the discretion which 
‘it had always exercised, Oases had arisen in which a little local clique, 
which was entirely against the general feeling of the whole district, had formed a 
ie 0 ainst an officer; the combination might be caused by a temporary misun- 
|. derstanding, and the misunderstanding might be cleared up, and the Committee 
_ be sorry for it the very next day. e had known cases in which things of 
‘sort had happened; therefore it was necessary that ‘power should be 
to'Governnent to exercise its discretion as to whether, having the case 
earings before it, it should’ remove the Vice-Chairman, or endeavour 
rate and conciliate both parties. 
The motion was negatived, and the words “ in his discretion” inserted 
: 1¢ word ‘ may.” . 
The Hon’ste Krisropas Pat moved the omission of sections 105 and 106. 
ason for doing so was because these sections had a tendency to multiply 
The works which were ordinarily executed by Road Committees 
ure,—repairs of roads, water communications, and so forth,— 
ch did not require much professional skill’: if they were — 
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honestly executed the object would be sufficiently attained. The Divisional 
Superintendent of Works referred to in section 105 would practically occupy 
the position of a Superintending Engineer of the Public Works Department. 
he was an officer of very high rank, and from his standing in the service was 
supposed to possess considerable knowledgo and skill in his profession. The 
question was whether, for the superintendence of such simple works as ordi- 
narily fell within the scope of a Road Cess Engineer’s duties, it was necess 

that the Committee shoul a a) the services of such a highly paid officer asa 
Divisional Superintendent. He thought that what was wanted in the en 
was good road-makers and not engineers of high scientific attainments. e 
believed the Executive Engineers now employed by the Committees were 
generally competent to look after the works under their charge, and it would 
be simply a waste of money if they were compelled to employ a high class. of 
officers in the position of Divisional Superintendent of Works. 

The Hon’sie Mr. Mackenzie said—‘‘I am lost in. astonishment at the 
hon’ble member’s statement that district works are of such a simple and 
ordinary description that the District Engineers may not only be men of 
very ordinary calibre, but that they need no looking after. Why, sir, 
our late departed common friend, Rajah Digamber Mitter, spent years of 
his life and much of his money in endeavouring to convince both 
Government and the public that all the evils human health has suffered 
in Lower Bengal came from bad alignment of our roads and railways. He 
charged not merely our District Engineers, but the first class talent that 
designed our trunk railways, with water-logging the whole country by ignoring 
the conditions of its drainage and natural fall. Iam quite sure he for one 
would say that you cannot have your district road-making too closely super- 
vised. ‘These sections come to us in fact from the Public Works Department, 
They are the fruit of sad experience. Ifall accounts be true, so far from involving 
a useless increase of expenditure, they will actually effect a saving of public 
* money by ensuring its proper application. The heavy bridge works required 
in a country like Bengal, and the difficult questions arising in connection with 
waterway, drainage, and the like, make the district road work anything but a 
simple matter. These sections are highly important and cannot be abandoned, 

The section was inserted on the recommendation of the Public Works. 
Department; it was found that the construction and maintenance of these roads 
running across large marshes and waterways in the country required high 
scientific knowledge and close inspection. 1t was believed that for the advan- 
tage of the districts, and the proper application of money, the District Engi 
should be subject to the superior professional supervision and check of Divisional 
Superintendents; these sections had been introduced in the interests of the 
tax-payers and the benefit of the Road Fund.” 

1s Honor THE Presivent said that officers of the class contemplated by 
these sections were appointed last year on representations rectal from th 
Local Committees of some of the larger districts. The works executed out. of 
District Road Fund were not at all of that simple character which the hon’ble 
mover of the amendment seemed to think; some of the larger Committees had 
really very important works to construct ; large bridges which cost several lakhs - 
of rupees, and roads crossing the drainage of enormous tracts of country, and. 
which were calculated to A irreparable mischief if they were not properly — 
laid down. From no less than four divisions applications had come to. employ. 
special officers of the Public Works Department who should relieve the Super-— 
intending Engineers of their duty of supervising the works under the ih, 
the District Committees. As things at present stood, every petty work for which 
a scheme was prepared had to go before the Superintending Engineer inthe | 
Public Works Tete eeent, who had also got his own work to do in the q 
bepach of the seryice. The result was that some of the Committees he 
schemes pending for four or five years, which were sent became: 
forwards, Setar the Superintending Hippos, and the Committee, in con 
quence of having been unskilfully prepared, ‘merely because the. Superin 
ing Engineer had not time to go to the, spot and point out he det 
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appointments he had mentioned had been made, But some 

had complained that although they were most anxious to get an officer of this 
sort, one or two of the smaller Committees in the division withheld their 
consent and deprived them of the advantage of such an officer: it was on 
this account that this provision was inserted. Where a Divisional Superinten- 
dent was appointed, it was found that the waste of money from bad engineer- 
ing had ceased, and great saving and advantage to the districts concerned had 
resulted. : 

The motion was negatived. . 

The Hon’ste Krisropas Pat moved the omission of the following words at 
the end of paragraph 2 of section 12] :— 

“ Unless such rate shall in his opinion be insufficient to provide for the proper main- 
— of such works as are contained in the statement prepared under section 110 
or a 

and to substitute the following in lieu of paragraph 3 :— 

“Tf it shall appear to the Lieutenant-Governor that the proceeds of the cess nt the rate 
so determined will not suffice for the purpose of maintenance of such works as are contained 
in the statement prepared under section 110 or 112, the Lieutenant-Governor may order the 
suspension of new works, or such portion of new works, as he may consider necessary in order 
to provide forthe due maintenance of works already in existence.” 

The object of the section was to give power to the Lieutenant-Governor 
to raise the rate to the maximum under certain circumstances, although a lower 
rate might be recommended by the Road Cess Committee. The power of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in such cases was limited. It was provided that the 
Lieutenant-Governor might increase the rate where sufficient provision had not 
been made for the proper maintenance of the works contained in the statement . 

repared under section 110 or 112. It was certainly the first duty of the 
Geaimiétes to maintain the works they had undertaken to maintain, and if due 
provision had not been made, the head of the Government should insist on 
proper provision being made for such maintenance. Practically no Cess Com- 
mittee would be so thoughtless as not to provide for the proper maintenance of 
the works in their charge ; but if they should be so self-forgetful as not to make 
due provision for the maintenance of the works, power should be given to the 
Lieutenant-Governor to require the Committee to omit certain new works in 
order to provide for the proper maintenance of works already executed, instead 
of giving him a power to raise the rate. He hoped that in proposing this amend- 
ment he would not be accused of interfering with the discretion of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. The Road Cess Committees being charged with the 
administration of the fund were the proper parties to decide what rate should 
be fixed for the levy of the cess; but if they from oversight or neglect 
of duty omitted to provide for the maintenance of existing works, it should be 
in the discretion of the Lieutenant-Governor to insist upon their proper 
maintenance. 

The How’site Mr. Mackenziz said—“ The proposal that the Lieutenant- 
Governor shall not be at liberty to compel the Committee to raise a 
sufficient sum to maintain the works entered in its own general district 
scheme of roads, unless he can effect this by suspending new works 

£ entered in their annual estimates, is again one that ought not, I think, 
to be accepted. Apart from the fact that the Committee may be supposed 
not to have entered new works in their estimates unless they were really 
aired, and) that the maintenance of existing works is a primary duty 
they should under no circumstances be able to evade, U feel bound to 
Reser if upon the principle already enunciated, to the further attempt to withdraw 
' Bette Biicuiedant-Govemor a discretion which he has felt it necessary to claim. 
The hon’ble member has deprevated that argument, but it is one that must be 
urged all'the same. I have already troubled the Council at some length with 
certain views upon the theory of Government and local taxation in India. 
ose Views eae, exactly, and with special force, in the present case. The 
» agencies in charge of the funds raised by taxation, whether Collectors or 
ees, are as yet only ministers on bebalf of the supreme authority. 
gal district is.a vast tract of country with an enormous and often 
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only a small portion of the area affected, and pays but an insignificant fraction 
of the total cost. He is personally unknown to the vast majority of the tax- 
payers, and feels no sort of personal responsibility to them in detail. Hence 
the Government, through its officers, must retain a very potential influencein the 
administration of the fund. I consider myself that the Cess Act, as it now stands, 
goes to the very verge of what is prudent in this delegation of control. Sam- 
ples of the result are given in the paper circulated regarding the appointment 
of engineers. It is admitted that in that particular the Government must recall 
@ part of the authority delegated. .J am certainly not myself in favour of 
extending it in other directions, and | think in this matter of works the Bill 
still leaves far too wide a discretion to the local Committees. That, however, is 
not the view that the Government desires to take at present. It consents to 
carry on the experiment very much on the existing lines; but it mus¢ retain a 
power of deciding as between provincial and district works, and it must be in 
a position to compel this local agency to do its duty in case of recusancy. I know 
as a fact that these powers are sometimes necessary, and that District Comniittees 
can do very foolish and wrong-headed things when the humour favours them. I 
cannot too often repeat that maladministration of the District Road Funds must 
in the end lie at the door of the Government itself; and no pretty phrases 
about locul self-government and the like will serve to reheve the Lieutenant- 
Governor of his personal responsibility in this matter. The local Government 
cannot, I submit with deference, afford to be led away by unreal and specious 
arguments of a general kind, such as are commonly ventilated by irresponsible 
European advisers, and are caught up so readily by native publicists out here, 
but which do not bear analysis, and are in the mouths of most who use then— 
mere empty here echoed from the commonplace of an entirely different state 
of society. Government must retain power sufficient to protect the interests 
of the State and the people at large. It must be in a position to compel the 
proper expenditure of these funds, and especially the proper maintenance of 
- recognized district works. It insists upon very little when it only insists on 
that last point, and leaves the Committees to start new works at their own free 
will.” 


The motion was negatived. 
The How’sie Mr. Dampier would ask the Council to go back to the amend- 
meot in section 19, the consideration of which was postponed. As he explained 
last time, the old section 19 cut up into two sections—19 and 19A—and the 
amendment of the hon’ble member was to omit section 19. The substance of the 
present amendment was that the disability which was imposed in the existing 
Act on holders of estates who failed to file in returns within the time 
ired by the notice should be withdrawn. It had been said that the power 
of imposing a daily fine was sufficient, and Mr. Damier had promised to make 
certain inquiries. He had made inquiries frou. about thirty offieers, and he was. 
bound to say there was a wide divergence of opinion on the subject. Fines had 
been very largely imposed, but something like ten per cent. only were levied ; 
all the rest were remitted when the returns were filed. Considering that was 
the first time such returns were called for, he was not prepared to say that the 
returns were not filed with fair punctuality; they were required within three 
months and were filed within six. ‘Ihere were one or two gentlemen who 
were refractory ; they appealed against the fines imposed, instead of filing their 
returns, and it was for such cases that this extra pmencd was necessary; — 
Many officers said they had no doubt the effect of this disability hanging im 
terrorem over landholders was the cause of punctuality; others thought it 
might be dispensed with. That being the state of the case, Mr. Damprmr would 
say factum valeat and retain the provision imposing the disability. It would 
hurt no one who did not intentionally and perversely disobey the law? 
The Hon’ste Krisropas Pat then withdrew the amendment to omit — 
section 19, which he moved at the last meeting. es 
‘ The How’ste Kristopas Pat moved the omission of the words “and 
payment of such fee as the Board of Revenue shall from time to time deter- 
mine” in lines 2 to 4, paragraph 2, of section 31. The question of exomptit 
ap under this section from the payment of a fee was consi 
Com and he there gave notice of this motion. — er 
Tho How’suz Mr. Daurrer said the question involve 
was this, when a man made a return was ho entitled to bave « 
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return and valuation given to him without paying even the fee for ing it? 
He thought it was fair that the applicant should pay for thé work ts in 
making a copy. 

The amendment’ was by leave withdrawn, and the word “ copying” inserted 
before the word “ fee.” 

_ ‘The Hon’ste Kristopas Pat withdrew the amendment of which he had 
given notice, to add to the last paragraph of section 101 the words “ subject to 
an appeal to the Lieutenant-Governor *whose decision shall be final.” This 
section, he said, referred to the suspension gr dismissal of District Engineers: 
Under section 102 common clerks, when suspended or dismissed by the Committee, 
were allowed to appeal to the Commissioner, and it was very desirable that a 
high officer of the rank of District Engineer should not be liable to be sum- 
marily suspended or removed by the Road Cess Committee. He found, 
however, that the hon’ble mover of the Bill, by the amendment of which he 
had given notice, proposed to withdraw this power from the Committee alto- 

er, and to provide that the Engineer should be suspended or removed only 

the order of the Lieutenant-Governor. If the hon’ble mover thought 
such a course necessary, Banoo Krisropas Pat had no objection to offer to it, 
and would withdraw his amendment. 

The amendment was then by leave withdrawn, and on the motion of the 
How’ste Mr. Dampier the words “ or the Committee” were omitted from line 
3 of the last clause of the section. 

On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Dampirr clause (2) of the definition 
of “Estate” in section 4 was omitted; and the following definition was added 
to the section :— 

“¢Year’ means the cess year as determined by the Lieutenant-Governor under 
section 11 of this Act.” 

* In seotion 5 a verbal amendment was made on the motion of the How’ste 
Mr. Damier, in accordance with the exclusion of guaranteed railways from 
the tax. 

On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Dampier the words ‘‘ under the rules 
laid down in this Part,” were inserted after ‘“ cess” in clause 2, line 2, of 
section 34, with the object of declaring the procedure to be used in valuing 
and assessing estates which were found out or had come into existence by 
alluvion after the valuation and assessments had been completed. 

. On the motion of the Hon’stxr Mr. Dampter, the following proviso was 
added to section 39 to meet the case of estates in which, according to custom 
(as in Backergunge), rents were not payable till the end of the year :— 

“ Provided that, in cases in which, according to local usage or to the terms of an 
agreement, no part of such rent falls due before the end of the year on account of whieh 
it is payable, the tenure-holder or ryot shall pay the amount of road cess and public works 
cess due by him in two ocqual instalments, upon such days as shall be for that purpose 
appointed by any order of the Lieutenant-Governor.” 

In section 39 several amendments in the wording were made on the 
motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Damrrer, so as to meet the case both of estates in 
which the revenve was payable by instalments, as well as of small estates where 
there were no instalments. 

_ The How’pte Mr. Dampter said, under section 44 of the Bill a recorded 
- shareholder in the land revenue register, on paying more than the proper 
portion of cess on his share, might ask the Collector for a Certificate 
Ric vesavents the excess from the other shareholders. It had been pointed 
out to Mr. Dampier that the provision, though at first sight so desirable, 
‘was open to objection, because, for instance, there might be four shareholders 
istered as having equal joint shares; but when the estate came to be 
it might be ued that there had been a division of land by metes 
and bounds as a private arrangement amoug the shareholders, and that, 
rding to this private partition, the value of the lands actually held by A 
y much higher than the value of the lands held by B, C, or D; thus 
dh of the cess N exicrve by A, B, C, and D respectively would not 
proportion to the shares recorded in the register. To meet such 

ved ‘the addition to the section of the following proviso :— 
also that if any person against whom such certificate has been made shall 
amount of the cesses for the recovery of which the certificate has been made 
the applicant for the certificate would recover from such 
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person in a civil court, as bei itabl in 

or interest in the éstate of tenure, an rages cee the ector there is probable 
und for such objection, the Collector may, if he see fit, cancel such certifioate, and leave 

the applicant to*his remedy in the civil court,’’ * : . 

The motion was agreed to. : * 

The words “ may if he think fit” were substituted for “shall” in line 1, 
clause 2, of the same section. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Damrter said his next amendment arose out of. the 
amendment proposed at the last meeting of the Council by his friend opposite 
(Syed Ameer Hossein), As section 47 stood, if a holder of rent-free land 
did not pay his cess on due date, there was a very heavy penalty imposed, 
namely, the payment of the whole sum due, plus a sum equal to twice the 
amount of the cess, that is to say, three times the amount with costs, He 
thought, on mature reflection, that that was too severe a penalty, and therefore 
he proposed to alter section 47, so as to render the defaulter liable to pay 
only twice the amount of cess due with interest at the rate of 12 per cent. 
tf costs. He therefore moved to omit the words from “in addition to” 
in line 8 to the end of section 47, and the substitution of the following :— 


« A sum equal to double the amount of such instalment due to him under sections 46D 
and 46E, with interest on such sum caleulated at the rate of 12 per contum per annum 
from the date on which such instalment was payable, and with all costs of suit.” 


The motion was agreed to. 
And the following proviso was added to the section :— 


“ Provided that such holder shall have paid to the Collector all sums due to such 
Collector in respect of road cess and public works cess, and not otherwise.” 

On the motion of the Hoy’ste Mr. Damprer, the following sections were 
substituted for section 48B :— q 

“48B. The provisions of sections 46E and 47 shall be applicable to every athount which, 
as provided in section 46), may become payable by the owner and holder of any such rent- 
free land to the holder of any such estate or tenure after the fulfilment of the requirements 
in sections 46A, 46B, and 460 contained. 

48). The provisions of section 47 shall not be — to any sneh amount which 
may have become so payable, under the provisions of gal Act X of 1871 or of this Act, 
ne: ag the fulfilment of the requirements of the said sections 46A, 46B, and 46U; but when 
any instalment of cess which may have become payable before the fulfilment of such require- 
ments has not been paid to the holder of such estate or tenure on the date on which such 
instalment was payable, the holder of such estate or tenure may recover the amount of such 
instalment together with interest at the rate of 12 per centum per annum on such amount; 
and with all costs of suit. 

Provided that no holder of an estate or tenure shall recover any amount under the 

visions of this section, unless he has paid to the Collector all sums which became payable 
by him to such Collector on aecount of road cess and public works cess, at any date within 
the year in which the amount sought to be recovered became payable to such holder of an 
estate or tenure.” 

The Hon’ste Mr. Dampier moved the omission of sections 51 and 514, and 
the substitution for them of the following sections :— 

“51. Notwithstanding anything in this Chapter contained, the Collector at 
time cause a notice as mentioned in section 16 to be served on the holder of aay coal 
land which he shall consider not to have been entered in the return of any estate or tenure 
in which such land should have been included under the provisions of section 46. Such 
notice shall ire the holder df such land to lodge at the office of ‘the said Collector a 
return in thie in schedule A contained in respect of such land ; eg 
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y rent-free land has been valued by the Collector after.the issue’ 

‘section 51, or after an order made under section 51B, the holder 
of such land shall become liable to pay to the Collector the road cess and the public works 
ess due on such land, in accordance with such valuation, for the three years last precedin 
such ion, at the full rates at which such cesses were respectively levied for each suc 
year in the district generally, with interest calculated at twelve per centum per annum on 
each instalment from the date on which such instalment would have been payable if. the 
nr been so valued at the last valuation of the district or part of a district. 

D. Every holder of rent-free land who, being required by section 51A te give 
information to the Collector, voluntarily or negligently omits to give such information 
within the prescribed time, shall be liable for such omission to such fine as the Collector shall 
think fit to impose, not exceeding fifty rupees, for such omission, 

Provided that no such fine shall be imposed by the Collector for such omission on any 
holder of rent-free land who at any time after the expiration of Lhe time prescribed shall of 

‘his own motion and otherwise than after the issue of any notice by the Collector in respect 
of — ive such information to the Collector. 

My E. No owner or holder of rent-free land on whom a notice has been served b 4 
Collector under section 51, or in respect of whose land an order han bien inal b6°4 e. 
Collector under section 51B, shall be liable to have the land to which such notice or order 
refers included in any return of an estate or tenure or to pay any amount as road cess or 
public works cess otherwise than to the Collector or to some person appointed by him in 
that behalf, unless, on a revaluation of any estate or tenure being mado, the Collector shall 
by an order direct that for the future such land shall be included within such estate or tenure 


for the of this Act; 

ai upon such order being made the provisions of this Chapter, in so far as they are 
applicable, shall apy to the assessment and payment of road cess and public works cess in 
respect of such land.” 

These, Mr. Damrrer said, were very important sections. The sections 51 
and 41A, as they now stood in the Bill, provided that if a rent-free holder’s 
land had not been included in any zemindar’s return, if no notice came to him 
that his land was so included, he was bound to ascertain whether he was so 
included or not. The hon’ble member opposite (Baboo Peary Mohun Moo- 
kerjee) then objected that zemindars did not like to have their lakhiraj 
bathers coming in and looking into their returns, and he had favored 
Mr. Damrrer with a draft section embodying the zemindar’s view of the 
matter. That had been one of the nuclei out of which these new sections 
arose. There was another nucleus among the suggestions submitted by a 

Commissioner in Chota Nagpore. The Deputy Commissioner had 
come accidentally upon a lakhiraj tenure in the Chota Nagpore estate, which 
tbe manager of that estate had omitted to enter in his returns; and this tenure 
consisted not of little ficlds and plots, but of several villages; but having dis- 
covered these rent-free lands, the Deputy Commissioner found that under the 
law as it stood he had no authority to value and levy cess on them. ‘I'o meet 
this difficulty, Mr. Damprer had provided that if the Collector thought proper 
he might at any time issue notice on the holders of lakhiraj lands calling 
upon to come in and be taxed, and from the moment the notice was 
issued, the lakhirajdar would be treated im all respects as a holder of a revenue- 
free regi estate; his connection with the zemindar would be altogether 

cut off for the purposes of the Act. 
_/ .. The’ new sections further provided that if the holder of any rent-free 
' land escaped both the zemindar’s and the Collector’s notice, that is, if within 
one of the commencement of the Act no notice had been served on him | 
y the Collector to come im and be taxed independently of the zemindar, and — 
no extracts from returns had been clakel in his village shewing that’ 
land# had be included in the zemindar’s returns,,then the hi- 
ar was required himself to come in to the Collector and say “tax me.” 
‘he Collector might then call upon him to make a return in regular form, or 
small estate, he might value it summarily. The great difficulty in. 
ons had been in some way to meet the wishes of the zemindars. 
that the sections now in the Bill would have the effect of 
gation between the pseudo rent-free holder and the zemindar. 
these sections would obyiate the objection which had been 


Mooxersee said the sections which it was 


now submitted did not provide for the case 
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in which a person calling himself a’ laklfirajdar re to the Collector for 
permission to file a return amd pay cess upon land in ct of which the. 
zemindar had already made a return as his rent-paying land. That was a, 
int upon which it was very difficult to legislate without bringing the lakhiraj- 
ar and the zemindar into collision in innumerable cases. He thought the 
sections now proposed were under the circumstances satisfactory both to the 
zemindar and to the lakhirajdar, and would therefore withdraw the amendment 
which he had proposed at the last meeting of the Council. p 

The sections were then agreed to. 2 

On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Damper the words “and not being 
one of the tramways or railways mentioned in section 8” were inserted 
“Chapter II” in line 8 of section 52. 

On the motion of the Hoy’ste Mr. Dampier the following section was 
inserted after section 81:— 

“ With the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor, the Committes may from time to time 
undertake to guarantee the annual payment from the District Road Fund of such sams as 
they shall think fit, as interest on capital expended on any works which may directly 
improve the means of communication within the district or between the district and other 
districts.” 

In section 115A a verbal amendment was made onthe motion of the . 
Hon’bLe Mr. Dampter. 

On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Dampter the words “ or by the Chair- 
man or Vice-Chairman for sums above that amount” at the end of the first 
sentence of section 136 were omitted, and the following clause inserted :— 

“Cheques for sums exceeding one hundred rupees shall be signed by the Chairman 
and the Vice-Chairman. When the Vice-Chairman is absent, or from any cause in i 
from signing, such cheques shall be signed by any er-officio member of the Committee other 
than the Chairman, for such Vice-Chairman.” 4 

In section 145 the words “and Branch Committees” were inserted after 
‘Committees ” in line 3, clause 2. * 


DRAINAGE axp IMPROVEMENT or LANDS. 


Tue Hon’sie Mr. Dampier moved that the report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to provide for the drainage and improvement of lands be taken 
into consideration, in order to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill, and the 
clauses were considered for settlement in the form recommended by the Com- 
mittee. The alterations made in the Bill were, he said, fully set out in the 
report, and he would only notice some prominent points. 

The Committee had inserted a section empowering the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor to direct that the powers and functions of the Commissioners should cease 
when he was satisfied that the objects of their appointment had been fulfilled. 
Under the Dhankoni Drainage Act, the Commissioners had to make an — 
apportionment immediately the works were done, and became funeti officio as — 
soon as the apportionment was finished ; but in consequence of what had passed 
in connection with the scheme, the Committee thought it necessary to allow 
the Commissioners an opportunity of watching results for three years after the 
works were completed before proceeding to apportion the cost of the works; 
necessarily, therefore, their existence and powers must continue till all was 
complete. Lenayainaaas 
P Section 24 laid down the procedure by which persons whose property hi 
“ become deteriorated, instead of having benefited by the works, mght ¢ 
compensation. Vaaieae ik at 

The most meterial alteration made was in section 28. As he had alm 
stated, according to the Dhankoni scheme, as soon as the ‘work was execu 
benefit derived by the owners of the ; but in t 
which had elapsed, it was found that in a few cases i 
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ears’ experience had been paula of the effect of the works. With the. ’ 
consent of the Government therefore they had provided that the regular 
porti should not be made until three years had elapsed from the com- 
; Dletion of the works. During those three hm the Commissioners were to " 
b all in their power to watch the land. and to make themselves acquainted 
' with such facts ds might be useful in making the final apportionment. But they 
' had thought proper that the payment of interest to Government on the capital 
ex oa. not be deferred for these three — ; and had therefore pro- 
* vided that, as soon as the work was completéd, there should be a very rough 
apportionment to be paid only by the landholders, not for the repayment of any 
rtion of the capital, but to meet the charge on account of interest during that 
time’, the landowners would pay the interest year by year, and at the end of 
three years the regular apportionment and adjustment would be made. Land- 
holders vould recover nothing during those three years, but the amount of interest 
was so small that the Select Committee considered that the payment would not 
givecause for reasonable complaint to the landholders. That was the main 
‘My, change made in the Bill. 
tt sections’42 and 43 the Committee provided that every landholder who 
-. paid the sum chafged upon him may recoup the amount, either by enhancing the 
rent of tehants whose lands had been improved, or by recovering from them 
the sum paid by him, together with interest at 5 per cent., the tenant having 
the option of paying in either of those modes. To section 48 two clauses 
had been added, providing that the surplus profits vested in the Collectos 
should be appropriated to the liquidation of the instalments, and giving power 
to capitalize the cost of maintenance and levy the same as the original 
cost of the works. 
Unger the Dhankoni scheme there had been a dead-lock in the recovery 
of thejsum advanced by the Government; there were certain technical and 
> legal difficulties arising out of the wording of the Act, and to meet these 
difficulties Chapter VII of the Bill had been introduced. It contained special 
provisioris for the Dhankoni scheme, and specified the portions of the Bill 
which should be applicable to works carried out under that scheme, and 
empowered the Lieutenant-Governor to direct a revision of the apportionment 
of the cost of any scheme or works carried out under Act V of 1871, if he 
thought fit ao to direct. Maz. Dampter did not think it necessary to make any 
further observations. 
The motién was agreed to. 
The Hon’sie Me. Dameter moved to insert the words ‘“ whether ante- 
eedent or su uent to the preparation of the scheme and plans” after 
‘‘ yaluations” iu line 8 of section 85. It had been suggested to him that, as the 
section stood, the cost of valuation and survey made before the scheme 
was passed by the Lieutenant-Governor would not be recoverable under the © 













The motion was agreed to. 
: Section 37 was passed with a verbal amendment. 

The How’sLte Mr. Damrter moved to insert the following section after 
 geetion 19 :— 
) eae « After receipt of such sanction the Commissioners shall cause inspection to be made 
ge of the lands about to bevaffected by the scheme and works to be executed in pursuance 
| thereof, and:shall,cause a record to be made of their opinion of the value of such land as 
seen by them before the execution of the works.” 
_ 'Phis was the result of a suggestion made by the Government in the 
lic Works Department. It was thought there might be some egtme 
w if ‘the apportionment did not take place for three years. The lan 
ht’ be allowed temporarily to deteriorate for the purpose of getting a light 


How’sye Peary Monun Mookenvue said this section imposed a duty. 
missioners which, he submitted, they would be wholly unable to» 
» Dhahkoni scheme the lands benefited and reclaimed 


» large, or perhaps , aveas of land, and to note 
lands for the purpose - aaeanarc at the end of 
boa different thing if some Government officer were 
sificat on of the land: before the work was 
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rovision to that effect 5 weal 4, he thought, be ani mprovement on the 
ar but a section like the one proposed, which would throw the work on 
Drainage Commissioners, would be to impose a duty which they would bart he 
perform, and would find it almost impossible to perform. A Ne 
After some conversation the motion was by leave withdrawn. ve 
On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Dampier the following’ section was * 
inserted after section 50:— 

“50A. Wherever any land as mentioned in the preceding secticn shall be deemed to 
form a tenure or under-tenure held ithmediately : rom a landholder as therein provided, 
every sum payable to the landholder ,in respect of such land in any one year be 
payable in two equal instalments on such dates as the Commissioner of the Division may 
fix. Such Commissioner shall cause due notice to be given in the Villages 
the dates so fixed by him.” M35 

On the motion of the H x’ste Mr. Dampier the following section was 
introduced after section 52 :— 
“532A, The Lieutenant-Governor may by an order in writing direct that any portion 
of a scheme adop'ed and ordered to be executed under this Act shall, for the muapowe of 
this Act, or for any such purposes, be deemed to be a separate scheme.” fd 
On the motion of the Hon’six Mr. Damrixr the words “anthof a Bowl 
of Revenue” at the end of section 55 were omitted. It was hot ry to 
mention ‘the Board of Revenue.” The Board had an inherent power ot 
controlling and supervising Commissioners and Collectors in the dischar 
their revenue duties, and nothing more was required for the purposes oF thie 
Act. 
On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Damprer the following section was 
— after section 55 :— 
55A. The Lieutenant-Governor may from time to time make rules to regulate the 
following matters :— 
(2) the proceedings of any officer who under any provision of this Act is ~~ 
required or empowered to take action in any matter; ~ . 
(4) the person by whom, the time, place, or manner at or in which, anything for 
the doing of which provision is made in this Act, shall be done ; ; 
(ec) and generally to carry out the provisions of this Act. 
The Lieutenant-Governor may from time to time alter or cancel any rules so made. 
Such rules, alterations, and cancelment shall be published in the Calcutta Gazette, and 
shall thereupbn have the force of law.” 


PUBLIC DEMANDS RECOVERY BILL. 
Tue Hon’sre Mr, Fierp moved that the Report of the Select Committee on 








. the Bill to amend the Law for the Recovery of certain Public Demands be taken into 


consideration in order to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill, and that the 
_ clauses of the Bill be considered for settlement in the form recommended by 


* the Select Committee. The Report of the Committee was in the hands of — 


hon’ble members, and they had doubtless observed that very few radical 
changes had been made in the Bill. He would content himself by vel hae ie 
to three or four of the most important points, in which any alteration had been © 
made. 

In the second paragraph of the Report the Committee said they had struck 3 
out the words aed gave the Bill operation within the local limits of the ordi- 
nary original jurisdiction of the High Court of J udicature at Fort William in a 
Bengal. After the Committee had come to a resolution onithat point, circum: » 
stances arose which led toa reconsideration of the matter, and there is an - 
ment now before the Council which, if passed, will have the. lta 
the Bill to the state in which it was introduced. 

» The next point is the change made in what he would; 
_of the first class, It will be in the recollection of mem at, 

was introduced, Certificates were classified under two heads. 

included Certificates made for arrears of public yer that‘is, whiag 
~a balance due after the sale of the estate, and ‘made 
of revenue due from farmers. In aoaa of 
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/ (The: lation was that if a person were called upon by the.Col-” 
- lector to pay a sum of public revenue, and at the time made an objection in 

writi then paid the amount, such person could afterwards bring a suit 

in Civil Court to contest his liability?” It ared to the Select Com- 
mittee desirable to bring that Regulation within “tiepersjew of the Bill. The 

’ Committee have accordingly done so, and the right ‘which the Regulation 
gave of contesting the liability to pay has been left intact, but the provision 
that the amount must first be paid up has been retained. Certificates of this 
class would no longer be Certificates Absolute, and the Committee therefore 
struck out the term “absolute.” The result is to leave the law as it was before, 
only, that this law is now contained in one Act, instead of being as it was before 
to Se sought for in an Act and a section of an old Regulation. : 

The next point is the application of the provisions of the Bill to the 
recovery of arrears of rent in wards’ estates. This matter has been carefdlly 
considered in Select Committee, and the result has been to leave the provisions ! 
of the Bill hs drafted ; but the Bill as it stands includes a number of safeguards 
for tlie exercise of these provisions, which, it is hoped, will prevent the occurrenee 
of any abuse. These safeguards have becn set out at length in the Report of the 
Seleet Committee. In the first place, tiie Manager is held directly responsible. 
The Certificate will be made by the Collector, but it will be made not on the 
Collector’s responsibility, but on the responsibility of the Manager himself. 

a now ex is not bound to make the Certificate in all cases. Under the law 





“a 


as it now exists he is bound; but it has been thought desirable to alter this; 
and it will now be in the power of the Collector to exercise his own discretion ; 
he may make an enquiry and then cither make or refuse to make the Certifi- 
eate. Then, if the Manager procures the making of a Certificate for money 
actually paid, and proceedings are taken on that Certificate to the detriment 
of the person affected by it, the Manager will be personally liable in an action 
td the person injured. The Select Committee have thought it fit to maintain 
the protection given by the Bill to the Collector and other public officers 
acting under the provisions of the Bill, but this protection has not been, 
extended to Managers of Wards’ estates. In the next place the notice 
which the Manager sends to the Collector, and on the receipt of whieh 
the Collector sas ed a certificate, is required by the Bill as amended to be 
verified as a plaint under the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
Mr. Fieip had observed on the last occasion that the public revenue would 
suffer, if rents in Wards’ estates were realized under this particular proce- 
dure instead of under the former procedure of the Civil Courts. That diffi- 
culty has now been obviated by requiring notices sent by the Manager to: beag 
the same amount of stamp duty that a plaint for the same amount of rent would 
bear, if instituted in the Civil Court. In the next place, in this particular class 
of Certificates, the judgment-debtor will not be the Secretary of State, but the 
private individual on behalf of whom the estate is managed, and when this 

ivate individual is a minor or lunatic, according to the general procedure in 
this matter, such minor or lunatic will be represented by lis next friend. 
Should there be an action for damages, these damages will therefore fall not on 


the Government, but on the private individual ou behalf of whom the certificate ™ 


' wasmade. The only other provision to which Mr. Freip desired to allude 
'> in connection With this subject was, that the Sclect Committee had given the 
Pony Oe , in those classes of demands in which the Government alone is eon- 
cerned, the power to attach movable property, while they had given no such 
power to a Manager sending a notice and having a Certificate made for 











Za rent. 

* The last point to which Mr. Fietp would call attention is in connection with 
fion 20. For the matter of this section he was indebted to a suggestion 
‘to him by his learned friend, the Advocate-General. The law as it 
s is this, When movable property is sold in execution of a decree, if that 
sis confirmed by. the Civil Court, it remains a good and valid sale, and 
mot be set aside even though the decree under which the sale was made be 
ersed by an Appellate Court. That is the general rule. It is 
jualification that, if the Court which passed the decree were 





5 but in other cases, as, for example, where the decree 


45 its in the Appellate Court, the- sale holdsgood, and a 








ut jurisdiction, the sale, like everything else done under ~ 
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“person who may have lost rey possohsin —e walue for him: is absow ; 
titel eithout oidadaie The section protadead w a Certificate is set 


aside by a Civil Court, the Court may also set aside any sale made in execu- — 
tion of the Certificate The principle here adopted already exists in the old 
Regulation Law. When a pani sale is set aside by the Civil Court, the Court - 
has power to direct a refund of the purchase-money and to restore the parties 
in all respects to the s/afus in guo ante. , 

With these remarks Mx. Fieip moved that the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee be taken into consideration. ' 

The motion was agreed to. : 

The Hon’pie Mr. Fivwp said that the Bill, as it originally stood, extended 
to Calcutta, but the Select Committee decided to exempt Caleuttta from its 
operation. From inquiries which had since been made it was found desirable 
to revert to the original draft, and accordingly he moved to insert in the first 
clause of section 1 the following :— 

“ Notwithstanding anything contained in section 2.” ay ‘ 

In section 2 it is provided that the Act is to be read with Act XI of “1849, 
and that Act itself contains an Extent Clause (section 62) which ‘enacts as 
follows: ‘The operation of this Act shall be confined to such parts of..the 
Lower Provinces in the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal as are or shall 
be subject to the general Regulations of that Presidency.” ‘The general 
Regulations do not extend to Calcutta, and it was quite possible thatthe ques- 
tion may be raised whether the result of reading this Bil and Act XI of 1859 
together would not be that the Bill would be held to extend only to the parts of 
the province outside the limits of Calcutta. It was to obviate this difficulty 
that the amendment is proposed. . 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hon’ste Mr. , onl moved to insert the words ‘“‘in Act VIII of 1862, 
section 9,” after the words “that is to say” in clause % of section 7; and also 

_ thatin the first schedule the following words and figures be inserted before 
©“YVII of 1868:”— 
* VIII of 1862 | An Act to improve the system of Zemin- | In Section 9 the words from and 
.. ¥ . dari Df&ks in tae Previnces subject to| including ‘which said double 
i | the Government of Bengal. ' amount’ to and including 
"| | ‘making default.’ ” 
» The effect of these amendments would be simply this. Bengal Act VIIT of 
7862 is an Act relating to Zemindari Dak charges. Under section 9 of that 
Act these charges may be realized by a distraint warrant of the Magistrate. It 
avas thought advisable to alter this, and bring these demands within the provi- 
sions of the Bill. 
The motion was agreed te. 
The Hon’ste Mr. Frecp moved that the following words be added to the 
acon aew and of the foll passed by the Govern 
“or in the following sections ons © following Aot or- 
General in Council, that is to say, ewer of 1870, “The Goan ee Act,” sections — 
19G, 19H, and the note to paragraph 12 of Schedule L.” 
_ He was indebted for this suggestion to his friend, the Legal Remembraneei 
Under the Court Fees Act, 1870, a duty was for the first time in oe 
probates and letters of administration. That Act was amended by Act XIII 
of 1875, by which provision as follows was made by section, 19@ of the Count 
Fees Act: ‘“‘ Where too low a court-fee has been paid on any probate or k 
of administration in consequence of any mistake, or of its not being kn 
the time that some particular part off the estate belonged to the dece 
&c., and the section provided for making up any deficiency which 
: existed in the first instance. For levying the deficiency afterwards, 
e | mae refuse or fail to pay, there is no provision.as the law now. stands. . 
re: occurred in the course of his judiciul experience. that a probate 801 
Rs, 3,000 ocd are dng to Gureagmnent in » -pecineiar SeeaeleetaanY nd some 
_ Gifficulty in getting the person who ought to pay thatduty to pay it. 
vy 6a motion was a to. — Arch vs Tg die Pe et be , ; 
The Hoy’sx Kaistopas Pat moved that clause 7, 8 
hai Bill bearing upon thes 
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_ Select Committee. While admitting that the safeguards introduced would 
_ tend to greatly mitigate the evils aera he must confessthat the prin- 
 giple involved was not affected by these safeguards. ‘The principle was this. 
ee arrears of rent due to a ward’s estate should be recovered under a 
summary ure, when arrears of rent due to other private estates were 
recoverable only by a regular suit in the Civil Court. It was argued t hat 

i individuals were not amenable to all those wholesome influences to 
which a public officer was subject, and that therefore a summary procedure 
which might be considered justifiable for a° public officer might not be con- 
sidered equally justifiable for a private individual: hence it was held that for 
the easy and expeditious recovery of rent the circumstance that wards’ estates 
were managed by public officers ought to have due weight in providing fora 
special procedure. But it was well known to the members of the Council that it 
was not the Collectors who directly managed wards’ estates, but Managers under 
the Collectors; and although these Managers were subject to official control 

y, and might be also subject to the penalties of the law for abuse of power, still 
it could not be denied that many a time irregularities had been discovered in 
the management of wards’ estates, chiefly owing to the misconduct of Managers 
which neither the Collector’s control nor the penalties of the law succeeded 


in —— 

T ny Ne the case, Banoo Kristopas Par did not see any good reason 
why the special procedure of the Public Demands Recovery Bill should be 
extended to the realization of rent in wards’ estates. Rents due to wards’ 
estates were in no sense public demands. It was true that the revenue due to 
Government from a wards’ estate was at stake, because the Government by taking 
over the management of the estate surrendered its own right to sell the estate 
in default ; but the revenue of the State was equally at stake in the case of an 
other privateestate. Punctuality in the payment of revenue depended in bo 
cases on the punctual payment of rent. If the ordinary law for the realization 
of rent was not sufliciently expeditious and efficacious for the Court of 
Wards, it was not equally so for the private landlord; and if the law 
was to be amended, it ought to be amended for the benefit of both classes of 

prietors. 

Que of the safeguards proposed was that the application to the Colleetor 
should be made by “the Manager on his own responsibility. ‘That read well 
enough on paper, but he appealed to the hon’ble members to say whether poor 
tenants would have the means or pluck to prosecute the Manager if he 
abused his authority and vexatiously put them to trouble, the proposed safeguard 
would therefore practically signify nothing. ‘Then, again, in order to protect ° 
the interests of the State, the Select Committee had provided that the court- 
fee should be payable on any notice sent to the Collector by the Manager, as 
upona plaint for the recovery of the same amount of rent. On the other 
hand, it was provided in the Bill that, if any party was dissatisfied with the 
decision of the Collector under the Certificate Procedure, he might contest the 
decision by a regular suit in the Civil Court. 

He should like to know whether in that case a ryot, who would have recourse 
‘to the Civil Court, would be liable to a second stamp duty, because, when once 
the certificate was issued, the ryot would be liable to all the costs, which would 
/~ necessarily include stamp duty. If that were the case, it would be hard upon 
»_-ryots and would operate agamst their proceeding in the Civil Court, Then, 

abou’ the Collector did not directly manage wards’ estates, and although 
the Manager was made responsible for the application for a certificate, hon’ble 
bers could not be unaware that the Collector was looked upon by the Court 
‘ards as the officer responsible for the management of wards’ estates. 
od number of these estates were considerably involved when they came 
» hands of the Court of Wards, and the reputation of the Collectors 
ed ina great measure upon the good administration of these estates. If 
lanager represented to the Collector that the summary process for the 
ization of rent was necessary, it Soo be - to — that the rowaewran 
re the utmost support to applications from t for the issue 
tes for the recovery of rent. Therefore sera, chil Pau 
ithe Collector, who was interested in the_ “management of 
ought not to be er this quasi- icial power. For 
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400 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA G. 
trees 
The Hoy’str Peary Monun Mooxersee said he entirely agreed with the 
remarks of his hon’ble friend. He thought the amendments made by the 
Select Committee had far from improved the original Bill on this point. 
Exemption from stamp duty-of notices relating to defaulting ryots was the only: 
reasonable justification for the adoption of the special procedure for the recovery 
of rent in wards’ estates. But that exemption was proposed to be taken 
away; the ryots would now have to bear the main cost of litigation without 
having the benefit of a judicial enquiry or a judicial decision, and if they 
wished to dispute the correctness of the Collector’s certificate, they would have 
to pay the court-fee duty once again. He thought therefore the amendments 
made in the Bill had taken away any justification which could be pleaded for 
the clause before. But why should the public officers wish for a special proce- 
dure for the recovery of arrears of rent in wards’ estates? If the Civil Gontts 
were good enough for zemindars and talookdars, they should be equally good. 
for public officers. And he thought it was not at all desirable that the public 
officers should be deprived of almost the only means they now had of watch- 
ing the work of the subordinate Civil Courts, and practically experienciig the 
difficulties which lay in the way of the recovery of rent by private indivi- 
duals; there would be no hope of the amendment of the rent law if public 
officers had no experience of the difficulties of zemindars in this respect. 
The Hon’sie Mr. Damper said he was almost ashamed to ‘address the 
Council again. Hon'ble members would be inclined to compare hiur to nature— 
‘“‘expellas furco, tamen usque recurrit”—but he was bound to defend the 
clause which this amendment proposed to omit. He had consulted local 
officers as to the necessity of retaining this provision, and the result had not 
been (as he expected) that they had been unanimous. In two districts, 
Behar and Chota Nagpore, the officers, with the exception of the Deputy 


~ Commissioner of Lohardugga, considered that the summary procedure was 


bo 
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not uired ; but the other officers consulted, in the Eastern Districts 
especiully, said that such a procedure was indispensable. The difiiculties 
in these wards’ estates were so great, being made over to the Court in an 
embarrassed condition, and very frequently with disputed titles and with no 
papers, and being often taken over against the wish of those who wished to 
benefit at the expense of the minor, that the public officers did not know how 
they could work wards’ estates without the summary procedure. 

The first main objection made to this summary mode of realization being 
extended to the rents of wards’ estates was that the collection of »the rents 
of wards’ estates not being for the public purse, the principle on which this 
summary produce was allowed for the collection of rents of estates belonging 
to Government did not apply to wards’ estates. Mr. Dampier would venture 
to contend that the principle was capo | the same, namely, that the 
Government, in performing its duties in trust for the public, should. have every. 
reasonable facility which could be given consistently with the safety of private 
interests. As regards the realization from its own tenants, the power of 
using the summary procedure was given to the Government by universal 
acclamation; it was a facility which came within the principle that if 
it could be given, it should be given, because there was no material rer 
to individual interests. If an exceptional short cut was by — consent — 

iven to the Government to facilitate the performance of its duties financial, 
what principle could a similar short cut be refused. in the case of its 
duties fiduciary. In both cases the Government acted in the interest of 
public alone; there was no more danger in allowing it in the case of war 
estates, which the Government administered in trust for the ward, than on 
those so-called Gofernment estates which it administered as agent of th 
general public. A distinction was attcmpted to be made between manage 
of wards’ estates and tehsildars of Government estates. It was 



















the Collector could not know what was going on in wards’ estates, * 
could not be certain that the rent said to be due to the manager was 


fon 


due. cote per emets = a most “oneal way, from his experience 
that practically the management of wards’ estates was : 
solarthe Collector timsdlf,-andl that what io: 
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argument that the Collector was not so closely connected with the demand and 
levy of rents in wards’ estates as in Government. estates, now shifted their 
ground, and argued that he was so closely conneéted with the former that he 
could not be trusted to be the judge as to whether the rents were really due. 
That would be to make him a judge in his own case. His personal interest 
was, forsooth, that his official shasanter depended on the punctual collection of 
these rents. But in this respect how neal any possible distinction be drawn 
between wards’ estates and estates the property of Government ? 

It-was true that the official character of a Collector depended on his good 
administration of his district; but certainly arbitrary injustice or harshness in 
the collection of rents was not such administration as would be for his credit. 

The next objection was that taken by the British Indian Association ; it 
was the least liberal, the least generous, the least worthy of that Association 
which Mr. Dampier had ever seen urged. They said, because the great 
body of. rent-receivers in the country were in difficulty as to the collection of 

. rents, and could not recover their rents as easily as it was admitted they ought 
’ to be able to do, therefore it was “‘ unfair” to give wards’ estates an advant- 
age. But what was meant by “unfair?” Was any competition going on 
between wards’ estates and zemindars’ private estates? If you gave one an 
advantage, was it a disadvantage to the other? It was admitted on all 
hands that the rent-receivers of the country were in difficulty ; it was admitted 
that it was a,blot in the administration that the Government was not able to 
lace them’ in an easier position for recovering their rents. There were 
insuperable obstacles in the case of private individuals, which did not exist 
in the case of estates under the management of a Court of Wards’ Manager 
in subordination to the Collector. Why then grudge to the Government, in 
its management of wards’ estates, facilities which it was admittedly desirable 
to give to all landlords in dealing with their tenants, if the obstacles could only 
be removed, as they were removed, in the case of wards’ estates. 

Mr. Dampier would only ask the Council now to consider what it was 
for which the administration were asking. They were asked to give facilities 
for the collection of rent, and it was admitted on all hands that such facilities 
were desirable for all landlords. 

They. were asked to let the Revenue officers determine summarily whether 

- rents were due or not. Why, in the neighbouring provinces, in the North- 
West, the Revenue officers were the constituted judges for the decision of all 
rent suits.. A few years ago the Revenue officers decided rent suits throughout 
Lower Bengal; and in some parts of the province were still deciding them. 
Therefore, in asking that the Revenue officers be allowed to be the judges for 
this purpose in wane estates, nothing was asked which did violence to one’s 
sense of the general fitness of things. 

The Council was asked to allow the Collector to have summary powers, 
which could be done in this particular cuse with safety, as en officer in the 

sition of Collector had ample means of knowing that the demand was 
just; and moreover the person on whom the demand was made had one 
‘month allowed to him to come in and state his objections; then, if that should 
not be enough, within the space of one year the tenant was allowed to dispute 
the claim in the Civil Court. Mr. Dampier thought those precautions 
sufficient. This principle of allowing the Collector to recover rents in wards’ 
estates without antecedent decree, which was allowed in Government estates, 
| had been in force for years, and he would remind hon’ble members who 
ed last year on the Wards’ Bill of the vote they gave. The Council then 
erately allowed this summary procedure tobe used in Wards’ estates, 

le members would scarcely suy seriously that the Ceuncil then contem- 
iat the procedure should only be used in estates which were managed 
by the Collector without the intervention of a manager; there were 
cases in Bengal whore there was no manager; so it was impossible 
“Council to have meant last year, when it passed the section of the 
Act in such general terms, that the sunmary procedure should only be 
estates were managed directly by the Collector. Why then 
mbe ose now to change their front? Was it,that any new 


been advanced against the ees which was not 

i hae stants had been showing that the 

had fied expectations? No, ‘Then was it possible 
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- out that the Act of 1868, though it did not im express words 


A Certificate of the second class is declared t ave the forgo and 





that hon’ble members had rey their minds without the slightest reason 





for so doing? To this question 


must leave them to give an answer. 
The Council then dividéd— 


: Ayes—2. ' Noes—9. 
The Hon’ble Peary Mehun | The Hon’ble Mr. P 
The Hon’ble Kristodas Pal. The Hon’ble Syed Ameer 
Hossein. 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Kinealy. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Field. 

| The Hon’ble Mr. Cockerell. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Dampier. ~ 

| The Hon’ble Advocate-General. 


Mookerjee. The Hon’ble Mr. Knight; 
| 
| 
| 


So the motion was negatived. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Fiero moved that in the Ist Schedule the a f 
words and figures be inserted after “ VII of 1878” :— 
“ IX of 1879 a has An — to amend the law bins to the Court of 4 

Wards sag Section 63.” 
It having been decided to extend the Certifioate procedure to the realiza- 
tion of rents in wards’ estates, this amendment proposed to repeal section 63 of 

the Court of Wards’ Act, and to add the following proviso: 


“Provided that this clause shall not apply to any arrears of rent at an énhanced rate, 
unless such enhanced rate has been agreed to By the person liable to pay the same, or has 
been confirmed by a competent Court.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hon’sie Mr. Fieip moved that the definition of ‘* Collector” in section 
2 as it stood in the original draft of the Bill be restored. This was necessi- 
tated in consequence of the result of the first amendment, which restores the 
operation of the Bill to Calcutta. ‘ 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hoy’ste Mr. Frerp moved that the following proviso be added to 
clause (b), section 8: 

“ Provided that no Certificate duly made under the provisions of this ‘Act shall be 
cancelled by a Civil Court otherwise than on one ormore of the followinggrounds, thatis to 
say— 

(1) that the amount stated in the Certificate was actually paid or discharged before 
the making of such Certificate : 

(2) in the case of fines imposed, or costs, charges, expenses, damages, duties or. fees 
adjudged by a Collector or a Publio Officer under the provisions of an 
Regulation or Act for the time being in force—that the proceedings of ah 
Collector or Public Officer were not in substantial conformity with the pro- 
visions of such Regulation or Act, and that in consequence the judgment. 
debtor under the Certificate was prejudiced by some error, defect or irre- 















* gularity in such proceedings : 
(8) in cases other than those mentioned in clause (2)—that the amount stated i in 
the Certificate was not due by the judgment-debtor under the Certificate : 
(4) want of jurisdiction.” 
Nothing in this proviso shall be construed to interfere with the ordinary’ original juris- 
diction of the High Court at Fort William in Bengal, or with the ‘risdiction Shen dl aie 
Calcutta Court of Small Causes.” “~ 
» There are two classes of Certificates under the Bill. The first, class vind 
includes Certificates made for arrears of revenue balances re oats aay 


after the sale of the estate in default, and Certificates made bin 
of land revenue due from farmers. The ’ Council has already 

first class of cases. ‘They come now to a much larger class incl 
7 of the Bill: when he moved that the Bill be read in Council, tg 


os, who considered themselves injured by the making of a 
te,a right of action in the Civil Court, yet the wording of 
was such as to give this right of action indirectly. It is effected in th 


decree of the Civil Court, but only as regards the execution therec 
SS ooaen is Ors words is pam olit be brought ini 





desirable to place that right of action in plain language on the face.of the 
‘Bill. Some Revenue officers of great experience had suggested that the 
effect of doing this would be to encourage persons to litigate, who in ignorance 
of their rights would not have attempted to do so: and that the immediate,result 
will be a large al of useless and frivolous suits: They had in consequence 


carefully considered euch clause of section 7, and the demands therein enumer- 
ated, to see what would be the effect in each case if a civil action were brought 
to contest the Gertificate ; and the ultimate opinion arrived at was that it would 
be desirable to indicate in a simple way to the Civil Courts the conditions 
under which Certificates could be successfully contested or otherwise. The 
proviso had been drafted to give effect to this opinion. 

1¥LD might explain that there were certain recognized rules in the 
co n of Statutes whereby certain provisions, though disregarded by 
the authorities whose duty it was to administer them, would still be held to be 
of such a nature that the disregard of them would not vitiate acts done 

* -under the Statute; while there were other provisions, the result of dis- 
regarding which would be that everything done in such disregard would be 
null and void. In the language of lawyers, the one class is Imperative or 
Mandatory, that is these provisions cannot be disregarded, and if they are 
disregarded, what has been done under the Statute can be set aside; the 
other class is directory, and though such provisions should not be dis- 
regarded, yet if they are disregarded, what has been done may never- 

* theless be valid. Mr. Field would give an example. The Patni Regulation 

rovides that before a sale can take place certain notices must be served. 

e of these notices must be served in the Mofussil, and the Regulation 
provides certain methods of securing evidence of the service. ‘The peon is to 
obtain the signature of respectable witnesses; and, if such capnot be found, 

> he ts to go to the nearest Police Station or Munsif’s Court, and make affirmation 
of service. Now a case happened in which, though there was no doubt that 
the notice had been served in the Mofussil, yet these requisites had not been 
complied with; and it was held that, while the service was Imperative or 
Mandatory, these provisions as to evidence of service were merely Directory, 
and the omission to comply with them did not invalidate the service, which 
was the grentig! thing. 

“That is a very simple case. But there are many other cases in which 
considerable room for doubt exists, and the highest Courts in England and 
America have found it difficult to lay down a rule, applicable to all cases 
and declaring exactly what provisions are imperative or mandatory, and what 
directory. Of late years, however, a very practical idea has sugyested itself, 
namely that it is material to consider whether any substantial injury has been 
done to the parties concerned in cases in which certain provisions of a 
Statute have been overlooked. 

If no real injury had been done, if there was no reason to suppose that the, 
result, so far as concerned the person affected, ought to be different, then to © 
set aside what had been done on account of the neglect of a formality, however 
important, and this, when it could be done again, observing the formality, 

& with the same identical result to the individual, was merely to encourae litiga- 
_y _ tion for no useful purpose. The principle of which he was speaking lad been 
adopted in recent legislation for this country. Section 578 of the Code 
of Civil” Procedure provides that no decree shall be reversod or sub- 
gk ae on account of any error, defect, or irregularity not affect- 
merits of the case or the jurisdiction of the Court. Section 283 
e Code of Criminal Procedure enacts that no finding or sentence 
i by a Court of competent jurisdiction shall be revaesed or altered on 
lon account of any error or defect, or on account of the improper admis- 
‘rejection of evidence or misdirection in any charge to the jury, unless 
or defect has occasioned a failure of justice, either by affecting the 
uct'of the prosecution or by prejudicing the prisoner in his defence. 
he proposed proviso has been drafted in accordance with these 
cedents oy mye ge by ter to the subject-matter of 
l provides for the recovery of registration-fees, the expense 
ankwents, court-fees, Gave, and so forth. * aa if a Public 

ie Act or Regulation ees 3 ~ fine 
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this jurisdiction disregarded some provisions of the Act or Regulation as to the 
manner in which this jurisdiction is to be exercised, there being, however, no 
pretence for saying that any material injury had been done to any one by 
such disregard of such provisions, the Civil Court would have no power to set 
aside what had been done. : Mx. Firtp might observe that there was really no 
legislation—no law-making here... The Council were only asked to insert in 
the Bill by way of instruction and guidance for the Courts—and thus to save 
litigation—what in all probability would in any given case be the result of an 
appeal to the highest tribunal. ‘The rule, it was to be observed, is intended to 
apply only to cases in which the demand is a demand warranted by an Act 
or Regulation. It will have no a plication to rents in Government estates 
or Wards’ estates, and in these classes of cases there will be nothing to 
prevent the Civil Court from going ooenionly into the merits of the case and 
doing justice to the parties. 

Tn respect of cases other than those covered by clause 2 of the proviso, 
no restriction is placed upon the Civil Courts. Under the law as it now standa, 
and under the law as the Bill will leave it, if a Certificate is made without 
jurisdiction, the Civil Court has and will have full power to set it aside, 

The Hon’sie Peary Monun Mooxersee said be thought the amcndment ty pa 
did not cover all the cases which ought to hold good for setting aside a Certificate 
If the debt was barred by limitation, that was a ground which might be set up. 
Again, suppose the Collector did something which virtually deprived the revenue- 
farmer of the property, the farmer might set that up as a ground for not 
paying his dues ; but this proviso will shut them out from raising that 
objection, and the Civil Court will be precluded from cancelling it on that 
ground. A surety will have good ground to ask for the cancelment of the 
Certificate, on the ground that the Collector has entered into an agreement with 
the principal Without his knowledge, but the language used would not permit 
the Civil Court to set aside the Certificate on that ground. 

Mr. Fiexp said that. according to the law of this country, it may be, con- 
tended that when the period of limitation has sp irs not only is the remedy 
barred, but the right is gone. The third clause of the proviso sufficiently 
provides for a Certificate made when no debt is due; and the Bill allows a 
certificate to be made only for money, the recovery of which is not barred by 
limitation. In the case of a surety, if the Collector had given tinie to™the 
principal or had done anything else which, according to the Contract Act, 

will release the surety, in that case also the money will not be due, and the 
Civil Court will have power to set aside the certificate. The provisions of the 
Bill could not alter the Contract Act. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

In the 2nd Schedule, Ten 2, a verbal amendment was made on the 
motion of the Hon’sie Mr. Fieip. 

. The Hon’sie Mr. Dampier moved that the following words be inserted in 
clause (4; of section 8:— 

“but no such suit shall be entertained unless such judgment-debtor has stated in a 
petition presented to the Collector under Section 12 the ground upon which he claims te have 

such Certificate cancelled, unless, having omitted to state such ground in such petition as 
Sfonensd, he can satisfy the Civil Court that there was good reason. 

The effect of the amendment, he said, was to oblige 
whom a certificate is made, if he has reasonable ubjetion, i mae it t 
the Collector, and not to lie by and bring a civil suit. 
perhaps the objection might be of such a nature that the 
discover its existence or nature until expiry of the time for 
before the Collectar: the section provided that in mh a 
shewn for not having made the objection before him. . A similar provision 
ie ee chara bw te 

ce Hon’aix Kristopas Pat said a suggestion to the effect 
ment was made by the hon’ble movor of the Bill in Select Comm: 
majority of the members were o 
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be clogged; when the right was conceded to go to the Ciyil Court, the 
appellant should be left unfettered. For these reasons Banoo Krisropas Pat 
opposed the amendment. ' 

The How’ste Mr. Mackenzie said he would support the amendment. If 
the Council referred to the grounds on which a Certificate could be cancelled, 
they would, he was sure, admit that every one of those grounds ouglit to be 
known at the time of the issue of the certificate, and the principle which 
applied to objections to the sale of estates* was applicable to the realization 
Freckle demands. If the person really did, not eee the ground of objec- 
tion in time, he could easily satisfy the Court of the fact. 

The motion was then carried. 


COMPULSORY VACCINATION. 


Tne Hon’ste Kristopas Pat moved that the report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bill to provide for compulsory vaccination be taken into consider- 
ation in order to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill, and that the 
clauses be considered for settlement in the form recommended by the Select 
Committee. At that late hour he would not occupy the time of the Council 
with any detailed statement of the report, but would only refer to one or two 
important sections. The Select Committee provided that before extending the 
law to any municipality or local area, the Government should issue a notification 
to the inhabitants to express their opinion on the subject; the object was to take 
the sense of the local community upon it. Persons who had no parents or 
guardians were included in the definition of ‘unprotected persons.” Before 
he concluded, he would call upon the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary to 
Government to give an assurance to the Council as to what course the Govern- 
ment, was disposed to take if the expense of establishment was not covered in 
Caleutta by ,the fees to be levied. So far as he understood the hon’ble 
member, he meant that the Government would pay the salaries of the Native 
Superintendents, and that the municipality should provide for the staff ot 
vaccinators and for the supply of lymph. The Health Officer would not be 

id any additional salary for the work which would devolve upon him. 
t would be satisfactory to the Corporation and the public if an assyrance were 
given on behalf of Government on the subject. th ye = 

The Hon’ste Mr. Mackenzie said there was no ie Yon at present of 
diminishing the cost which is incurred on account of vaccination. The Govern- 
ment paid the salaries of the Deputy Superintendents, and until it was shown 
that the fees were sufficient to meet other charges which the Government at 
present bore, it had no intention of withdrawing any portion of its present 
expenditure. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hown’sie Karisropas Pat moved the addition to section 26 of the 
following proviso :— 

“ Provided also that nothing in this section shall be held to compel the production 
before a Magistrate of any female child above the age of eight years.” 
_ - Section 26 provided for the compulsory production of children who were 
not vaccinated. It would be revolting to the feelings of his countrymen, both 
* Hindus and Mahomedans, if girls above eight years were produced by force 
_ before the Magistrate and vaccinated in his presence, and he therefore moved 
this a ent to guard against possible outrage on native feeling. 
motion’was agreed to. 


~~ HOWRAH BRIDGE ACT AMENDMENT. 


ue Hon’pix Mr. Mackenziz moved that the report of the Select Committee 
Bill to amend the Howrah Bridge Act, 1871, be taken into consideration 
» the settlement of the clauses of the Bill. ‘This, he said, was a very 

, which he explained fully on the last occasion. The alterations 
wmittee were entirely verbal, and he had now nothing farther 
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reed to. 
ne Hon’sne Mr. Mackenzix the Bill was then passed. 
adjou Ato Saturday tho 10th Apail *s . 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 
: of Bengal for the purpose of making MF 
Laws and Regulations. 


Saturday, the 10¢h April 1880. 


te ae 
ME ON gr ot 


Present: 

His Honor tae Ligvresant-Governor or Benoan, Presiding. 

The Hon’ble G. C. Paut, c.1.£., Addvocate-General, es 

The Hon'ble H. L. Dampier, eles 

The Hon’ble H. A. CockEret, 2 

The Hon'ble C. D. Freup, uu.p., 

The Hon'ble A. Mackenzir, 

The Hon'ble J. O’Krngaty, a1 

The Hon’ble Srep Ameer Hossery, ’ * 
The Hon'ble Knisropas Pat, Rat Bawapoor, 0.1.8., 
F The Hon'ble J. B. Kwyicur, c.1.8., 

The Hon'ble Fes Monun Mooxkerses, 

an 
The Hon'ble F. Presrace. * 


RECOVERY OF PUBLIC DEMANDS. . 
Tre Hox’ste Mr. Frevp moved that The Bill to amend the Law for the | 
Recovery of Certain Public emands be further considered, and that the words 
“Cor where no such notice has been duly served within thirty days He 
execution of any process for enforcing such Certificate” be inserted ” 
the words “notice” and ‘‘file” in line 8 of section 12. The effectofthisamend- _ 
ment, he observed, would simply be this,—that if the notice, which isrequired 
to be given to the judgment-debtor of the Certificate having been filed in the — 
office of the Collector, had not been served, the judgment-debtor might come in _ 
and object, on the ground that he had not received such notice and had 
tie ef or; unity of making an objection. The Collector would then ° 


& 






no 

be able t@* “hat particular form of objection and do complete justi 
between fhe part&~ Mu. Fir_p was indebted to the learned Advoca‘ 5 
for this amendment, whicli contains an important provision omitted in the Act — 
of 1868, and which it was very desirable to supply in the present Bill. The — 
motion was carried. x Sale 


On the motion of the Hon’stx Mr. Freup the Bill was then passed. 


COMPULSORY VACCINATION, - 


Ox the motion of the Hon’ste Karisropas Pan the Bill to make 
tion compulsory was passed. aes 


ROAD AND PUBLIC WORKS CESSES. 


Ox the motion of the How’ste Mx. Damerer the Bill to amend & 
solidate the law relating to rating for the censtruction, charges and ms 
of district communications and other works of public utility and 

On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Damrixr the follo 
ined to be a verbal one, was adop an 















On the motion of the How’nie Mr. Damrier the following words: ‘were 
added to the end of the first paragraph of section 35 :— 

“ and that, if such estate or tenure cannot be found, such roll and such oxtosill shall be 
| Potted at son at some conspicuous place in any village in which such estates or tenures are believed 


It had been brought to notice that in Chittagong, where estates and tenures 
were infinitessimal, the plots of land whieh comprised an estate or teuure very 
often could not be identified 

The How’ste Mr. Dampter moved the addition to section 44 of the 


. following paragraphs :— 

“Whenever any such separate account is opened after the valuation of an estate, and 
pe ‘ordiliy, ts es in ag Collector shall i >t a notice on the reorrnd of Samy 
in respect of w ch the accounts are to be t separately, in 
that, unless any objection is preferred to the Collector within one month of the service of 
notice, the Ts cch it tha eonete ahdeirdice wihtle aphate 46 lable te ony sieculling 4 
Eemeeme ih, Sete the dete on whisk enth soqnsate acopuata weve opened, De nppaiet 

among such shares severally in eceemen to Se amount of Government revenue for 
payment of which each such share is entered in the separate accounts as being liable. 
notice shall specify such proportionate amount. 


a. 


iE 


Hie 
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“Tf no such objection be preferred within the time specified, such proportionate amount 
shall be the amount of the cesses for which the respective holders of such several shares are 
ly liable as mentioned in section 13 of the said Act XI of 1859, subject, however, to 
general responsiblity of the bolders of the entire estate as mentioned in section 14 of the 
if the amount of the cesses due on account of any such share cannot be recovered 
in sections 100 and 101 of this Act from the hol of such share. 
“Tf any such objection vaagdoed manage as aforesaid, the total amount of the cesses for 
which the whole estate is liable : abeed existing valuation, shall on 
among the several shares in respect of which such separate accounts are o in proportion 
j to the annual value of such shares respectivel under such wales or upélih tasteustiita sam 
inconsistent with this Act, as may be issued by the Board of Revenue; and the. 
of such several shares shall be primarily liable as aforesaid for the payment of the 
amount of the cesses so apportioned on their shares respectively.” 


He said the defect in the Bill which this amendment would correct came 
_ to his notice accidentally in the shape of an appeal to the Board of Revenue. 
_ As the law stood, hon’ble members were aware that joint sharers in an estate 


ok 





accounts opened under Act XI of 1859 as regards the 
land revenue; from that moment the shares in respect of 
Sosee eies speed Coane in the first instance, 


Palen of revenue which was primarily 
* yecover it from — —_ estate, which still remained ultimately responsible 
_ notwithstanding Ay me 3 of the separate accounts. It was represented 
that under Act aX Cot 1 there was no veo ee grmgan Be section empowering the 
~ Revenue authorities to extend this protection of ary separate liability 
_ to the case of cesses payable on account of land. T ¢ was a great hardship— 
so great that, although there was nothing authorizing it, the Board of Revenue 
a issued instructions to the Collector to do something which was not perfect! 
e ee and it was on the working of that order of the Board 
came up. 
"Unie Act XI of 1859, before a separate account could be opened on account _ 
; , the applicant must show two things—(1) the share of the revenue 
his share is answerable, and (2) the specification of the share; but 
not necessary, as in the case of partition, that the value of the share 
d be in proportion to the amount of revenue for which it was declared 
rily liable. Take the simplest case where an estgte belonged bee four - 
rent ‘carom holding jointly, four-anna hae belo to each - 
Jer. Among themselves by private arrangement they ided the 
metes and bounds, and in course of time one share had become 
me valuable than the others ih es admitted by all, and there was 
x the shareholders. "As the law stood regarding the 
nt eager So gl the more bes war tg called 
a my share is more valu 
oF rvkiols Lig taheiabln w o0t masts abe iae $e ach 
“aegis * * ‘called four-anna 
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interest in the estate.” There was no objedtion to opening the separate 


account in this way as regards land revenue, but in applying the same system 
to opening separate accounts for the cesses a difficulty arose, not in cases in 
which separate accounts had been opened before valuation, because then each 
such share would be treated as a separate estate for valuation ; and valued on its 
own actual assets, but the difficulty would arise where, after the valuation of 
an estate as a whole had been made, separate accounts were opened for shares 
of which the actual value was not in exact porportion to the amount of revenue 
for which cach share became primarily responsible. It was very nec 

to make some provision by which the distribution of the cess for which the 
entire estate ae been made liable by the cess valuation proceedings should be 
in accordance with the value of the shares, and not the amount of revenue for 
which each share was liable; these clauses had been drafted for this purpose. 
They provided that as soon as a separate account was opened, the first 
assumption should be that the cess would be payable in the same proportion as 
the revenue. If objection was raised, it would practically be “the assets of, 
my share are not so pe as my nominal share represents.” The sections laid 
down the broad principle that in such cases the valuation should be in propor- 
tion to the annual value of the respective shares, and left the details of proce- 
dure to be provided by such rules as the Board of Revenue may prescribe. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Damprer the following clause was 
inserted after clause (c) of section 108 :— 

“ Apportioning the amount of tho oesses for the payment of which the respective 
holders of the several shares of an estate in respect of which separate accounts are kept shall 
be primarily liable under section 44.” ; 

On the motion of the Hon’sLF Mr. Dampier the words “twelve and a 
half” were substituted for ‘‘twelve” in sections 45, 47, 58, 62, and 71. This 
was a suggestion of the Commissioner of Chittagong to facilitate calculations 
of interest, twelve and a half per cent. being exactly two annas in the rupee. 

On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Dampier the words “or in one - 
ment” were inserted after “instalments” in line 5 of section 57, the object 
being to enable the Government to prescribe that in the case of very small 
tenures the whole amount of cess should be paid on a fixed day in the year and 
not in two instalments. 

The Hon’sLte Mr. Damrter moved to omit section 72, and would add the 
following proviso to section 69 :— 

“ Provided that no holder of rent-free land who at any time after the expiration of 
the time prescribed shall of his own motion and otherwise than after the issue of an 
notice by the Collector in respect of his lands give such information to the Collector, 
be liable to prosecution for omitting to give such information within the prescribed time.” 

The change was to prevent any chance of the sections being considered to 
clash with the Penal Code. As section 69 stood with the proposed amendment 
it merely provided that the lakhirajdar was bound to give information, and the 
penalty for not doing so was left to the operation of the Penal Code, 

The motion was agreed to. ; 

On the motion of the Hon’sue Mr. Damrrer the words “ or until a feneral 
re-valuation of the district, or part of a district, be made under section 12, or 
until the re-valuation of such property be specially ordered under section 15” in 
' lines 5 to 8 of the last paragraph of section 81 were omitted. If the arrange- — 
ment between the Collector and assessee was made for five years, the fact of — 

a ve-valuation of the district intervening ought not to put a stop 
arrangement, but it might be allowed to run out. + a aes SNe oe 
‘he How’ste Mr. Dampier moved the following amendments;s— = 

_In section 161, Imes i to 4, to substitute the words ‘the provisions 2 

sections 114 to 119 (both inclusive), 121, 124 to 129 (both inclusive), 141 
142” for the words “ the provisions of sections 114 to 119 (both inclusive 
ep 
‘0 substitute ollowi e rt ectic 
words “the Lieutenant-Governor” in line 1 ane “ Committee, 
‘Tine 11 -— salamat 5) Ne 
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district, and whenever the Lieutenant-Governor shall so have declared, the District Road 
Committee shall, within such portion of the district, cease to exercise powets and func- 
tions under seotions 135, 141, 143, 144, 145, and 148. Such powers shall then vest in the 
Branch Committee; and the” provisions of sections 122, 123 (with the exception of 
clauses 2, 3, 4, and 6), 130, 144, 146, and 149, shall apply to the proceedings of such Branch 
Committee, provided that all correapondengd with the Commissioner shall be submitted 
through the Collector of the district.” 

For these amendments he had to tank the Secretary in the Financial 
Department, who had experience in theeworking of Committees and Branch 
Committees. These sections were carefully gone over. In section 161 were 

_ recited those sections which were applicable to the ordinary proceedings of 

every Branch Committee ; under section 169 the Lieutenant-Governor might 

_ give a special status to some Branch Committees, and when such status was 

iven, certain functions of District Committees would cease and be performed 

Branch Committees instead ; in section 167 those sections of the Bill were 

recited which.enumerated the functions which were transferred in such cases 
from District Committees to Branch Committees. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Mackenzie observed that under section 161, the 
ordinary Branch Committee would act as the agent or executive of the District 
Committee. But Branch Committees which were so invested would be 
independent, and would, with one or two exceptions, exercise all the powers of 
District Committces. There would be but one Engineer for the district, but 
they would have their own statement of roads and correspond with the 
Commissioner of the Division, but through the Collector of the District, who 
would thus be able to keep all the threads of the Committees in his own 
hands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

¢ On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Darter, the words “and for the 
preservation of the trees planted by, or which are in the charge of, the Com. 
mittee” were inserted after the word ‘ communication” in clause (2) of 
section 182. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Macxenzize said, hitherto leave of absence had been 
given to Engineers by District Committees at their own pleasure, and incon- 
venience had been felt from the Government having had no knowledge of 
the changes made in consequence. He therefore moved amendments, the efiect 
of which would be that ‘‘ leave of absence on medical certificate may be granted 
hed the Lieutenant-Governor,” and that ‘‘no other leave shall be granted to a 
ict Engineer by the Committee without the sanction of the Lieutenant- 
Governor.” 

The motions were agreed to. 


On the motion ef the Hon’sie Mr. Dampter the Bill was then passed. 


DRAINAGE AND IMPROVEMENT OF LANDS. 

On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Dampier the Bill to provide for the 

age and improvement of lands was further considered. 
The Hon’stv Mr. Dampier moved to substitute the words “ by the holders 
of each tenure, or undertenure from whom any sum is made payable” 
_ for the words “ by each landholder”’ in clause (3), line 9 of section 26; and the 
insertion of the following after the word “ payable” in clause (4, line 6 of the 
___ # Where two or more persons are holders of an estate, tenure, or undertenure, service of 


uiider this clause on any one such person shall be deemed to be aud suflicient 
on each and all of such persons.” — 


The motion was agreed to. 

Clause 3 related to the rough distribution in respect ofthe liability to pay 
before the more i eo had taken place; the interest 
pital advanced to i paid during the three years between the comple- 
@ works and the precise appropriation of the liability. The amend- 
mere Bank. alteration to prevent’ it being t that each 
body of joint holders was to be served with a separate notice. 

to be treated for this purpose as one unit. - 
it in clause 4 was similar. This notice was not a demand 
the different estates and tenures and of the amount of 











toed, 
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interest payable by the different tenures and ates. The notice | it Ss 
ea to one of many shareholders whose interest it would naturally be not to — 
it to himself; no process could be taken for reestory ‘until aepereia’ Gelkee 
were Siiaad. 
+ 


The motion was to. 
On the motion of the Hon’sry Mr. Damprrer the following proviso wes 


added to section 35 :— 


. 


“ Provided always that the total sum apportioned by every apportion S 
‘Tevised and altered, as payable in of all the “fie retro 
works, shall not be less than the cost of the constrhotion of sudh well 


meaning of section 25.” 
In section 49, on the motion of the Hon’sie Mr. Daxere, an anondments 
was made in section 49 to the effect that ev cer appointed by the 
Lieutenant-Governor under section 33 (in default of the . Oonaelinies making 
apportionment) shall have the power of taking —— in the same manner - 
as the Commissioners or the Commissioner of the Divisi eh 
On the motion of the Hor’ste Mr. Dampier the Bill w was then passed. » 4 
The Council was adjourned sine die, | 





: wing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Grape in the pms ‘Districts © 
oo ok. as reported to Government during the week ending the \7th April 1880. 


i EE SOE —— - rxiiew siete eteoees 
Rainfall! 
tSuadder Epcronter of the weather, state aid > prospects of the crove. avd 
tationin state of health at date. 
inches. 


| 


0°46 | Weather—seasonable. Ploughing going on. Prospects of teel and cotton in Ranew 
ga not very good. At Kaneegu’ = ES SF | 
cho and small. jar in other parts 

Nil | Weatber-~very hot, bat cool last night again. Crops Patapon * 


Irrigation going on regarding booriye cotton. 
a few cases of sma))-pox only 
Nil {[Weather—seasonable. Teel in good condition. Lands being pel 


doing wei 


019 |Weather—hot and reasonable. State and prospects of er 
005 |Weather—coolerthan lest week. Crops still on “il en_gromed_ gener general y 

Some rice sown. Public bealth generally good, excep: in Balagur. 
= Weather—seasonable. State and prospects of crops fair, 


0°22 [Westher—hot, with high wind. No crops on 
We rice and jute. Public health generally 
062 [Weather—hbot, with high wind; last evening 
rain. Aus sowing continues ; in some 
Land: being ploughed. ‘A few canes of 
142 Westin-—sdheee ull through weck. Boro dhan 
070 oe good, Young crops promising. 
it and M 
Weather—coo! seas oveaiiy of 15th. General rain with 
16th. Rain will assist preparation of land for next ervp Rubber crops © 
being hervested. Cholera still prevails in Jongipore sub-division and: ¥ 
Goas, but in a milder form, 


torily, 
Weather—hot till 16th, when a storm brought down 
Amun dhan, jute. and teel sown ; seedlings thriving, bat min woald do 
good, Aus dhan being sown. Boro dhan excelient. A few cases of 
Price of common rice 20} to 27 seera 


In Terai sowing of bdadoi dian 
pephur look promising, 
Weather—itormy, with rain; almost 4 cyclone on 16th. Sowing of | 
progressing under favorable circamstances. Small-pox 
genera} health good, 
Weather—very warm in first part of week ; cooler towards the oak: . 
of all crops good, Small-pox still very bad. — ee 





|Wenshoe= ria, with east wind. Harvesting of rubbee — ee 
Weather—exoessively hot ; maximum cediog' in shade 108 vhenhod 

. F | promises to be satisfactory, Cheena being sown and sugarcane planted, 

Bea mo health generally goal. 
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a $ 27 a, » 17 4 Nil |Weather—hot. Harvesting of rubbee crops nearly completed. Prices falling. 

ve ? | Public health good. 

- » ® | 28 |Durbhanga, » VW» Nil | Weather—cloudy, with strong east wind. Rabdee harvest for most 

obey & Mango crop and indigo promising. Prices stationary. Pablic —_ i, 

ie + * FAX 99 Mozufferpore, » 17 ‘80 Nil  Weather—hot, with east and west wind alternately. “Harves ome 5 
= nearly everywhere completed ; outturn excellent. % wee nee vory 

pe 5 | | poor, the blossoms having been greatly injured by continued east wind, 

ir es | ___ cholera in Seetamarhee town. ; ‘ 

Oe 4 30 ‘Sarun, « Ww Nil Weather—hot west wind with dust storms; east wi since 16th. 7 
ee of rubbee going on; outturn promising well. Ind good, a 
Weak of district satisfactory, though a few cases of cholera 3 
alle - 31 |Chumparnn, , 17 Nil Weather—warm; east wind prevalent. Rubbee harvest completed ; vwiey good. Sy 
My } |_ crop. Poppy also good, Cholera prevalent in some places in ser ad x 
Ba 32 |Monghyr, Apl 17 ‘80 Nil Weather—very high east wind ; ceo! for the time of year, Outturn of rubbee not y a 
bie a yet reported. Mohwa crop good, Cholera appeared here and there, but not _ Sy 
F | 
nes E | in an epidemic form. : a. 
ie & | 83 Bhagulpore, + 1. Nil phe i seasonable. Rudbec harvested; outtarn good. Small-pox pre- ‘ae 
| j valent. 654 
4 z 34 jPurneah, » 17 4) Nil Weather--seasonable. Nights cool. Strong easterly wind. Some rain desirable, ‘4 
ee | | ! Fever, small-pox, and cholera on increase ie 
ie & | 36 |Maldab, » WW. Nil Weather —bright and hot, but latterly cloudy and threaten A tow pede of The 
by ee ; rain on evening of 15th. Heat abated since, Sowing of MiP tye suite | 
ink a | _ everywhere. Boro promises a good outturn, General health rit ne Wi 
Ke fy Of Penttn! Ferghs, 28 | Mil |Wenther—-slondy, with high wind, Me aropeen ground. Atsan gait: as 

¢ 
é. ‘ORIBSA. { ay 


Cuttack, » 17 4 O45 Weather—seasonable Rain mach wanted for ploughing, ~Small-pox decreasing. 
, A few cases of cholera. Rice 18%, to 21 seers per ru k 
Pooree, we Mn Nil Weather ~cloudy and sultry. Dalwa doing well, Land for sarud being 
\ | Moong being gathered. “Rain wanted in all pa-ts of district, 
t | Smali-pox not yet completely disappeared. Prices myer eters | 
| Balasore » 16 , Nil ‘Temperature during early part of week excessively high ny 
{ | improved by threatening thunderstorms, bat no rain falls ‘In “=< 
, { | being harvested, but ploughing operations at a stand-still. 


> | Cholera slightly more active during past week. 
Hots NAGPOKE. *% d "i 
’ ' : 
+ South-West Frontier | | ; » 3 
Agency. { . 


16 "80 Nil Days warm. Nights cool, Excellent mohwa crop veil sapett 
* 4 aaa _ ‘ | grain cheap, A Gow cases of chulore ond suash-qaheill 
| general health good. 
a “ohare, wa | Ni Weather —seasonable. Mohwa still being gnthered; Sop exegullinil 
| x 'Singbhoom, Nil Iwona emoetuts saat eed rey ora -_ crops now 
» 6. i ea ° on 
| eultural operations in Pablic bealth 
— Pen is 





Nil |Weather—hot and Wind i 
| with easterly wind, and rain seems 
yield good. Public health aetetiy geod. a good. ® 





. Published ior general information. 
fe io ~“@aseurra, Statisricat Derr. A. 
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RETAIL PRICES-CURRENT OF FOOD-GRAINS, FIREWOOD, AND SALT IN THE 
* UNDERMENTIONED DISTRICTS OF BENGAL FOR THE 
FORTNIGHT ENDING lira APRIL 1880. 
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Results of the Meteorclogigas Observations’ taken at the Alipore Observatory trom berlin 






































5 lth to 17th April 1880. Asa 
, bd ————— SSS = gl ‘ 
| | 3 Tumraearcns A ~ Win. : “aie 
| © é * oe * Piet . <i 
a tai m ° | ! : 8 | i ess 
¢| 3. | ai 
: 7 4 | 3 = , Rain, W atone, ‘ 

: a ue 4 : Sildgis Prevailing direction, . 
pes! (alde | fa] Tele] il dal 
; 2) /e] etl ai tig) ela] &} * 12! 

1g) Fis PF EL Sl tl al eile [8 2 
ee) eS iataciaialalaliale £f{s a | Ein 
| [ ‘ $4! 
. 1880, | | © | luches.| © | e 8 | 8 e rads 8 | % Tnches : ae 

April | 11th 98 20°608 | 869 985 | 162 | 783 | BUR | O-NED | 780 | 78 | Chiely 8S W&8 by W...| 267! Nil | Clear, 
ee " | 12th 1529, “661 | 673-959 | 166 803 | 8111 | 979 | 786 | 77 Chiely SS W&S «| 240] 4, | Morning  cloud;,- 
P | | | | rest clear, 0, 

» | 18th | 1622, 667 | 870 959 | 160! 800 | 80°) “960 | 78:0 | 76 Chiefly S by W » | 260) | Day  chiofly teAr, 
| | | | | | | night cloudy, o g. 
» | Mth 16297) -720| 874 970 | 178 | 792 | 709| -920| 77 | 72 | Chiefly Sby W * | 230 | , | Chiefly clear. 
j } 
| 6th | 166-7 719 | 859 928 | 196 | 702 788] “89s | 768 | 72 | chicfly S by W «| goo | Dey donee, sain 
om | 16th (1607 -T77 | BBR O82 179 | 763 | 767] +839 | 73°90 | 74 (Till, @ AM. by W W, ti 7 205 | O07") Clouay, K 
y j | BU M8 
i H | inal S,SE, and Y * 
es | | | ll p.m. SE. through E, | ’ 
* | | } | } till midnight W through | 
| | | £E,N,& NW. | 
| H 
» | 17th | 1507 ‘883 756 904 | 209 | 695 | 71°68) “722 | 695 | 82 Ti 9-30 ax. E NB) 906| 0-14+/ Cloudy, K A 
| | | j j } | | throughN W,N&NE, 
} | | | | til 6 pa. '8 through | 
, K&S E, till 630 p.m | 
k | | | N E through 8 E &| - 
f | | | | E, tll midnight throws | ° 
i | 1S, W&N ; 
Re peo eee eee Dee Oo Fe A Were eet LESSEE (Ree MSA eal " 
1 i ° Fell since 6-60 p.m. of the 15th t Fell since 7-36 p.m. of the 16th, 
e 
The mean pressure of the seven days . = 29726 PNAS 
hae The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office ws 29°747 
9 
The mean temperature of the seveu days ves a3 ; j = 846 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office - §=§.: 84” 9 
The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days . ma eae 275 
Tbe maximum temperature during the seven days eae hes hee 97°0 
4 - 
by The mean relative humidity during the seven days = 76 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, $_G, Office... 69 
: Inches. % 
The total fall of rain from 11th to 17th April 1880 ee ies ae O21 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office .., «= "2B 
The total fall from 1st January to 17th April 1880 a ae $71 i 


Tie average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, 'S. G. Office - 
The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from observations made at 6h, 10h, ‘ten pe 22h, 


and from the traces of the barograph and thermograph. 
The maximum aud minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. 
thermometers are verified, and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and f 
at the Kew Observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at ie sides, and are suspended four 


- feet above the ground. 
The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the waned Newman’s ‘No, 


# a! at the Surveyor-General’s Othce. 
ye A hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables I11, IV, and V of “thé o official tabley computes, 


‘Meteorological Office, and based on Kegnault’s modifications of "august? 8 formula. ti 























- 4 The direction ana movement of the wind are taken from the trace or a 
«©The mourn of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


© overcast, g gloomy, IX thunderstorm, A hail. 





" Mergoxorosicat Orrice, invia, 
‘ye The 19th April 1880. 
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Report on the Fluctuations in ‘Traffic on the Northern Bengal State Railway for the 
‘ month of March 1880, iy oe 


2 +e 





GENERAL REMARKS. ; 


Tue result of the month’s working ngain shows a considerable increase in all the principal staples, except railway material, rae = 
and slight decreases under the heads of sugar and tea. The falling off in the weight of railway material lifted is easily accounted ‘i 
for, as in March 1879 the permanent-way and bridge material for the Kawnia extension was being sent forward inlarge 
quantities. Putting aside the decrease under this head of traffic, whch must be looked upon as-abnormal and as not in 
affecting the prospects of the line, the net increase in geueral traffic stands at 1,03,708 maunds over and above the weigh! 


carried during the corresponding month of last year, ; 


Increases, y * rs 
Ale sei an ae a sn .. Mds. 871 
_ The short despatches of Commissariat beer last month has resulted in a ¢orresponding increase during the month under 
review. * 
Food-grain : Mds. 48,269 : 


The local traffic in this staple still continues, and a good bnsiness has been done during the month for shipment to London . 
and Bombay, It is worthy of note as tending to show the large stocks ot rice held in the districts, that the despatches during 
the month have (in the face of a falling murket) nearly reached tho heaviest despatch in 1878, when there was such a wide margin 
between the prices here and in Calcutta, In May 1878 1,28,619 maunds were carried, and during the current month 1,23,028 ta 
maunds. 

Ginger as . sia aan = Son Mds. } 

The total weight lifted in this staple during the month is 916 maunds, against 554 maunds in March 1879. Insignificant 

as the total weight is, it is satisfactory in view of the fact that the total shipments for 1880 amount to considerably less than the“ 


month’s despatches. : 
mon Mas. 947 


The high rate ruling in the Calcutta market for the raw material, and the consequent increase in the price of gwill-made 


bags, bas again brought hand-made bags into the market. 
Jute Mds. 6,768 


The season for this staple is rapidly coming toa close, for although the weight carried during the month bears favorable © 
comparison with the same month last year, the despatches are very rapidly dwindling down, as will be seen by a reference to y 


previous reports. 
Piece-goods ae ois aus ais sine Fah Mds, 2,460 ~ 
The traffic in piece-goods, although forming s favorable comparison with the corresponding period of 1879, has fallenoff « 
considerably as compared with last month’s despatches, This isin a great measure accounted for by the interruption in 
business cansed by the Holy festival. = : m 


e, Salt... os - oe a - ds. 19,277 ° 
The remarks made on the piece-goods traffic apply also to this staple, for although 17,277 maunds more have been carried Eg 
during the month than were carried in March 1879, there is a decrease as compared with the previous month’s . | 


12 being free! orward. The total weight hauled dari a eta mennde, whi, 
The new crop is now being freely sent forward. e total weight hau uring the month stands at 17,424 mai 
considering that the season is only just begun, gives promise of a large traffic. - 
\All other goods... sie oe o ay ‘ie Mds. 13,991 ‘ 
‘Thetraffic in miscellaneous through-booked consignments has been particularly brisk during the month, the result forming — 
not onlya favorable comparison with the despatches under the same head jast year, but also for the previous month of 1880. 


Decreases. 


Railway material ... ow oe no uw Mds, 47,667 


This decrease has already been explained 
r Mads. 71 


This is a mere trade fluctuation, and one of so insignificant a nature as to be scarcely worth noting. 
This is the close of the season, Thirteen maunds only have been despatched during the month. 





Statement shewing Increases and Decreases in maundage of Staples carried over the Line during the month of March 1880. 
























ad. Mads. s. Rear. £ ad) Re ave. 
; A 14,72,901 0 615,070 0 7 M581 8 & 651,590 o Moe 








bets oe | H 3 8 2 561 uy edeves 
| eS en 2,112,140 81,08, 408 1 © (290,253 17 9 2,91,52,620 10 | a5,71. ai) 2 6 785,749 7 1'1,17,38,217 30, 700,408 
F ee ee) ns —-——_—— seach niceiscates ceetis Shy 
. Seated se a weak or 2,267,003 | 33,82,735 2 — 1 2 2,16,25,591 10 | 91,868,881 2 3 842,190 15 5 1,25,60.8166 
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EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
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e * < 4 Approximate Return ee ileal es week ended 3rd sale ahah 1880 on 171} miles open. 
pete cee. a Saeed see- = == —= = = 3 SS ——————————————S SES 
t * 5 
4 . | Coacuine TRaFPic, MERCHANDIS# AND MiveRat Trarvic. 
’ ' " - ats = — 7 —" ieee — ry 
* a , Leicaw = th \ Coaching receipts. Weight carried. Receiptas — 
ST CT fo oe yp ee Pe 
hs me ! Re. a. P. | £ sd. Mads. 5 Rs. a. P. 
I trafic forthe week 08 | . 38,022 26,0083 0 0 2,583 12 2 1,54,188 6 sau 0 6 
- of railway >... fs ‘a 221 161 6 5 13.17 7 908 0 wiz 6 
3h 43 weeks of half-year =... =, | (87,0834 4,75,487 le 5 43,586 7 10 25,064,970 5 461,206.13 0 | 
r a ny Total for l¢ weeks... 565,0864 501,400 14 5 5.970 0 6 WWW 6) 4.96181 13 Oo 
: ‘ a Shc aes —— —_ 
2 | 
* ComPaRison. | ' | a 
ng week of previouy yar 36,237 20,736 5 2 2.4652 13 2 170,811 5 23,658 11 1h | Sa a 1) ane 
tile awn, corresponding wee! ot} Lag | bab 
2u 185 12 7 | 46 7 m2 166 13:10 | ww su q 
Mo comresponding date of previous year... 671,0734 498,402 13 11 | 4,071 10 4 21,86,620 31 022 4 my aml 8 6 
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BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT ON THE CALCUTTA COURT OF SMALL 
CAUSES FOR THE YEAR 1879. 





JUDICIAL, 
§ : ’ Dated Calcutta, the 25th April 1880. 


ean ‘ * 2 poe RESOLUTION. . 

* The Report onthe Calcutta Court of Small Causes for the year 1879. 
‘he present report differs from its predecessors, in that it exhibits the 
of the Court for the calendar instead of for the official year. In 
Reig the instructions of the Government of India, the First 
wired to submit annual returns to the High Court for incor- 

»: Pogue 288 on the administration of Civil Justice, and. the 
od. h SEE nN to eka TN relates was sanctioned 
ity of keeping up a double set of yon ore In 

dicial work asended to the report be in the 
for the High Uourt, but the Getncial returns “will 


a aa i in form as hitherto. 
Soe in comparing the figures in tio pasate 


_ the previous one, as the 3 to Which the conc tne e 
in common. The number of institutions of suits of 
rever, been -given for both the calendar years 1878 and r 
Sag ty i, aol 
goa v ainst 36,000 in 1878 and 
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The increase: was entirely in sits under Rs. 200 in value, there being a’ * 4) 


decrease in the number of institutions of suits above that amount. The total 
sum in litigation in the Court during the year was Rs, 18,19,614_ as compared 
with Rs. 18,70,566 in 1878-79. Excepting the two years 1865-66 and 1878-79, 


the amount in litigation in the past year was higher than in any year since the ‘ 


institution of the Court in 1850. 

3. Including cases pending from the preceding year, the total number 
set down for hearing in 1879 was 38,635, and of these 37,051 were decided 
during the year. By far the largest class of suits consists of claims for goods 
sold and delivered, of which there were 15,471 decided during the year, 
against 15,410 in 1878-79. The next largest class is composed of suits 
on bills of exchange, bonds and promissory notes, the number of these suits 


being 4,793, against 4,475 in 1878-79. Next come claims for use oe 8 


occupation, of which there were 3,592 in 1879 as compared with 3,596 
in 1878-79. The number of suits for the recovery of wages was 2,526, against 
2,647 in 1878-79; for the recovery of loans 2,457, against 2,702. Miscella- 
neous suits on contracts were 1,681, against 1,654 in 1878-79. The 
number of actions for assault was 196 as compared with 204 in 1878-79. The 
uniformity in the number of cases of each class is remarkable, and shows 
clearly that there was no abnormal cause at work during the year to affect thé 
nature of the litigation before the Court, In no single class of cases was there 
any marked increase or decrease. . : 
4. The following statement shows the result of the trials of the past three’ 
years, and in 81:4 per cent of the cases the plaintiffs had apparently good 
grounds for having recourse to litigation :— 








| 78. 70. : 
o 7 | ws 1878-70 1879 : 
Rs. | Rs Re 
For plaintiffs after trial a is ay 7.402 | 6.4 8,176 
i ex parte ac ae styl , 109 6.463 
Compromised ar 12,010 | 18,700 13,534 
ae A) cele) oe 
onsui ons Po oe 2,248 | = 2,008 | S.: 2,817 
Dismissed after trial I 50a, SE | 14234 5 
Ditto indefault of piviotif =. 3136) BS 308 | BS 3,224 
| iz ey 
iar ces | Seceseecctsaete aaa ee sa Ys 
Total... 83,234 37,627 127,061 


! - -_ 











5. The number of cases agueeay | at the close of the year was 1,584 
as compared with 1,436 cases pending on the 3lst December 1878. The 
difference in these two years is not great ; but the Judges draw attention to the 
gradual increase in the work of the Court, and to the probable necessity of 
adding to the number of Judges. The subject of the amendment and consoli- 


dation of the law relating to Small Cause Courts in the ween gu towns has 


for many years been under the consideration of*the Gov ent of India, and 


the Supreme Government have recently informed the Lieutenant-Governor 
that a Bill with this object will shertly be introduced into the Legislative » , 


Council. The question of strengthening the Court may therefore, as su, 


by.the Judges, stand over until it is decided whether theWuriedintion raf re be 


Court shall be extended. ; ss ees 
6: The receipts of the yearamounted to Rs. 2,30,712, and the expendi 
to Rs. 1,66,093, leaving a net sum of Rs. 73,619 tobe: eredited to 


Revenues, as compared with Rs, 81,106 in 1878-79 and Rs. 67,359 in 1877-78. 


 Onper.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be forwardod:to the 
of the Calcutta Céuri of Small Causes. De ‘cid 


br. ips ’ By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of 


eS 









hia, 


y 


= 













SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 28, 1890. 431 
’ Se EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE 
RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT ON THE BOARD OF REVENUE ON THE 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE OPIUM DEPARTMENT 
FOR THE YEAR 1878-79. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENT,—MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE. 
Calcutta, the 24th April 1880. 
RESOLUTION. 





Reap— 
The Report of the Board of Revenue on the administration of the Opium Depart- 
E ment for the year 1478-79. 
i The season was a backward one in both Agencies, owing to the dry 
: weather during the month of October 1878, and the heat in the early part 
of November. This retarded the sowings, and prevented the seeds of the 
earlier sowings from germinating freely. Better results were obtained later in 
the year, but the want of the rain usual at Christmas had an unfavourable 
effect, and eventually the crop proved a failure over a large part of the unirvi- 
gated area. ‘Ihe general results of the season’s cultivation are shown in the 
dllowing table, as compared with the results of the preceding year :— 


2 “4 ea as ee SSS ——- = 


























8 = Land sown fo * Net cultivation, | Prodace at 7u° 
PAE: cults vation. excluding fuilares. , | consistence. 
= x _ . ! 
Bemae | Beogubs. | Beeghas. | Mds. 8S, Ch. 
sore 494,010 4,05,622 34,002 17 114 
Hanae 60656) $1529 | 41.263 1 44 
Inereuse in 187879... W580 | ver | 7,205 23 9 
[ene ee ee a ee 
Renae | 
ek twa 3,646,708 | 342,853 | 45,380 28 64 
187879 Sym at’ Meth os ay 416,016 | 3,95,8.0 | 50,86 35 x4 
eee Pe at (at 9 
Incre.se in 1878-79. 61,307 | 68,187 | 266 9 
i | 
$ 2. The orders of the Government of India directed that eftorts should be 


made ‘to increase the cultivation in both Agencies, but in the Behar Agency the 
increase in the settlements was small, while the area upon which the crop 
failed was larger than in the preceding season. The state of the cultivation 
in this Agency has been the subject of a separate correspondence with the 
Board of Revenue. The dry weather had the effect of raising the consistence 
of the opium, and of reducing the average produce per beegah, especially on 
the unirrigated lands. In the Behar Agency the lowest produce was 2 seers 
1} chittacks in Motiharee, and the highest was 5 seers 10} chittacks in Shaha- 
i bad, the general average being 3 seers 15} ehittacks. In the Benares Agency 
ki the produce varied from 3 seers 3 chittacks in Basti to 6 seers 168 chittacks. 
Fr ein Pattebgarh : and the average yield per beegah was 5 seers 74 chittacks. 
In both Agencies the general average was higher than in the previous year, in 
which it was 3 seers 5} chittacks in Behar, and 5 seers 1# chittacks in 
‘Benares. . 
8, The outturn of the season resulted in the manufacture of 49,961 chests 
of provision opvum, and 3,498 chests of abkari opium. ‘Though the yield i 
Behar Agency was smaller than in Benares, the number of chests mahu- 
red was greater, owing to the fact that about 18,00) maunds of opium 
n the Benares Agency were sent to Behar for manufacture, tly as 
, and y as abkari opium. ‘This arrangement prevents any useful 
he cost of produetion chest in the two Agencies. ‘The 
diture of the season was Ks, 1,96,04,057, of which Rs. 83,42,062 
Behar, and Rs. 1,12,61,995 in Benares. : 
tstanding balances of 1877-78, a large portion has been 
2 lakhs still remain to be realized. During the 
ves in the Behar Agency amounted to Rs. 99,572, and. in 
0, the -of the accrued)in 
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10. Ona general review of the season’s 
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the advances made in these divisions seems to call for some further explanation 
than is given in the Agent’s report. Jt is observed that there are no arrears 
in the Patna and Tehta divisions of the Behar Agency, and that the Benares 
Agency, with a smaller area of cultivation than Behar, has advanced a 
much larger amount, of which nearly the whole has been recovered. It is 
difficult to resist the conclusion that, in the divisions of the Behar Agency, 
in which the largest arrears are found, advances must have been given 
without due discrimination. 

5. Under orders of the Government of India, arrangements have been made 
for supplying opium to the Punjab from the Benares Agency, in supersession 
of the system under which the local merchants used to obtain passes for the 

urchase of opium in Nepal. Since the submission of the present report, proposals ° 
ie been made which are expected to have the effect of diverting to the 
Government Opium Agencies the supply of the drug produced in Nepal, and ~ 
these proposals have been experimentally sanctioned by Government. The 

uantity of excise opium supplied from the Benares Agency to Oudh and the ~ 
ental Provinces showed an increase during the year under review, but there 
was some falling off in the demand from the North-Western Provinces. 

6. The proportion of adulterated and inferior opium delivered at the 
factories showed a satisfactory decrease, especially in the Benares Agency, the 
dryness of the season having been unfavourable to the production of pussewa 
in the drug. The explanation given by the Board regarding the delivery of 
impure opium in the Benares Agency does not appear altogether conclusive, 
as it seems to accept the necessity for the presence of a large proportion of 
pussewa in the Benares opium. The subject is one of some importance, as the 
presence of pussewa is supposed to render opium unfitted for the China market ; 
and if it should be determined to manufacture opium of 75° consistence indiffer- 
ently from the produce of either Agency, the presence or absence of pussewa 
may materially affect the success of the experiment. The Lieutenant-Governor 
would therefore ask the Board to consider further whether more careful mani- 
pulation of the Benares drug at the time of its first extraction would not have 
the effect of largely diminishing the admixture of pussewa in the opium as 
delivered at the factory. 

7. Prosecutions under the Opium Act, and rewards paid to informers, 
showed a considerable decrease in Behar, and an increase in Benares. No cases 
of any special importance or interest occurred. The system of grantmg rewards 
to cultivators has been discontinued, experience having shown that the cultiva- 
tion is sufficiently popular to be able to dispense with any special encouragement 
of this kind. 

8. No newbuildings for the department were constructed in the Benares 
Agency, and in Behar the only new works were some sheds and godowns. 
The protection of the Behar factory against fire is reported to be incomplete, 
owing to the well which was made to supply. water for this propose havi 
been placed too far from the bank of the river. In Benares the Principal ba: 
Assistant has suggested considerable additions and improvements to the factory + 

buildings, and a separate report should be submitted upon such of these) — 

proposals as the Board may desire to recommend for adoption. te heen ate 
9. The steam saw-mill in the Patna Agency did less .work than in the pre- *_ 
vious year, as a large number of chests remained on hand, owing to the small 
outturn of provision opium in 1877-78, There was consequently a small increase 
in the average cost per chest. The Board have sanctioned the manufacture of — 
some chests of asna wood as an experimental measure. This wood is stated — 
to be suitable for chests, and it is somewhat harder than sal, while its original 
cost per cubic foot is much lower. Complaints have lately been made that the 
chests manufactured at Patna were not sufficiently strong to stand the rough 
usage to which they are subjected in the course of the voyage to Chin 
_ @ special report on the subject has been submitted to the Government. 

It is believed that the measures which have beon taken will effectual) 

agaiust any recurrence of the complaint. 


. 




















ks that the 


large proportion of 
ency, and of unrecovered bs 


5? 









the operations in Benares may be ascribed to the detailed system of maps, 
i and in ion notes which is in foree in that Agency, and a similar 
_ system should now be introduced into Behar. The season was, on the whole, 

amoderately good one: as compared with the previous year, there was an 
increase in the area sown, in the average produce per beegah, and in the total 
 outturn ; and there is abundant evidence to show that the reduction of the 
price to Rs. 4-8 per secr has not operatgd as a discouragement to the culti 
 yators. In fact, in the Benares Agency, some difficulty seems to be felt in 

ing the tendency of the ryots to sow in excess of their engagements. 

er ML, The sales of provision opium during the calendar year 1879 comprised 
~ 60,000 chests, against 54,000 sold in the preceding year. There was conse- 
quently an increase in the gross sale proceeds ; but the average price obtained 
chest was lower than in any year since 1870, and the net revenue realized 
Government showed a falling off as compared with the returns of the 
us year. The actual results were as follow :— 

















; , Rs. Dy? Hs 
bd _ Gross sale proceeds at Rs. 1,150-9-24 per chest ... . 6,90,54,470 5 10 
Cost of 60,000 chests at Rs. 407-3-3 per chest... 2,44,32,220 3 4 

Net revenue 3 4,46,02,250 2 6° 


In 1878 the average price was Rs. 1,245-4, and the cost per chest was 
Rs. 410-15-04, the net revenue on 54,000 chests being Rs. 4,49,44,937-12. 

12. The Lieutenant-Governor notices with pleasure the commenda- 
tion bestowed by the Board on Mr. J. H. Rivett-Carnac, the Opium Agent of 
Benares, and on Drs. Fie. and Durant, the Personal Assistants at Patna and 
Ghazipore. Dr. Whitwell, who was in charge of the Ghazipore Factory as 
Personal’ Assistant up to the 14th March 1879, is also favourably noticed, as 
are also many of the subordinate officers of the Department. Mr. Tytler seems to 
deserve special credit for the success which has attended his efforts to protect his 
cultivations by the construction of masonry wells, and Mr. Cosserat’s successful 
efforts to recover outstanding balances also deserve recognition. “. 





By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
H. J. REYNOLDS, 


Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 











Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 

















Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the Bath April 1880, ef 
| Rainfall 
N District, and date of — atSudder Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and tae 
ae revurn, |Stationin state of bealth at date. 4 
| inches. ‘ x 
- Re SR a ee ee ere 


hENGAL 
Weatern Districts. | 
1 | Burdwan, Apl. 24 ‘80 O08 |Weather—seasonable, Ploughing going on for early rice. Cases of 
caf OW 








Culna | and small-pox still in Raneegunge und Sudder sub-division, especially, ip 

| Cutwa | OB | Gangooreah : 
» * |Bankoora, » 24.) Nil |Weather—cooler. ‘To-day (24th), however, 97° again in the shade, i fow 
4 | H | of rain in Gangajalghati, Burjora and Jeypore. Crops being kept 
& | artificial irrigation, and where water scarce as in Balshi, or where used 
¥ | as in Chatna, they are suffering. A very few cases of small-pox endl Gnalebe: 
E | | Generally crops and health good. . : 
6 3 |Beerbhoom, » 24 4) Nil |Weather—cooler than usanl for season. Teel, only crop on ground, promises 
= | . 
& | } well. Public health good. 
= 4 |Midnapore. » 2 , | O77 |Weather—seasonable and hot. State and prospects of crops good, 

& | Hooghly, o. a O17 |Weather—scasonable, with occasional storms. Very few crops on ground. Rain 
| | wanted for rice sowings. A few cases of small-pox and cholera, 
|Howrah » 26 ,, > 161 |Weather—hot. Ploughing going on. 
Mohesrek ha | O78 | 
Central Districts. 
6 24-Pergupnabs, Apl.24 ‘80 2°16 Weather—seasonable. No crops on ground except sugarcane and boro dhan 

| at Satkhira. Late tain facilitated ploughing. A few cases of ¢holera in 
; | Barrackpore. ; : 
% | 7 Nuddea, »  ,,| O91 |Weather—hot, with’ occasional storms Jali dhan in some parts doing well,’ 
D | Koosh tea 172 Sowings of aus continue, and seed begun to germinate, 
= | Chooadanga | O80 BAe 
g | Ranaghat we, 122 
5 Bongong | 065 
al | Meherpore nf 1% : 
| 8 | Seasore, r Wy, O88 ional slight storm with rain Rain caused hing and sowing general.” 
a h | 1 throughout district. Prospects good. A few cases of cholern still in parts of 

| Khoolna | 279 | Magoorah, Bagirhat and Khoolna, 

| Bagirbat a. «BIT 


! 
9 |Moorsbedabad, oa 0-41 |Weather—hot. In some places amun sowings commenced, Fever ip some thauas 
| of Sudder sub-division, 


10 Dinagepore, Ap! 23 '80' Nil |Weather—continues cool. Slight and partial rain. Ploughing for rice continues, 
| General prospects favorable. 



























| 21 /Rajshabye. » 24 ,, Nil Weather—very hot ; stormy in evening, but no rain at Sudder station, Slight 
‘* | rain in parts of district. Sowings of amu» and aus dhan, teel, and jute nearly 
E | | completed ; seedlings thriving. Boro dhan an excellent crop, rice 
ee j | 19 to 27 seers per rupee. A good deal of sickness, chiefly fever. 
= |} 12 'Rungpore, » 3, 028 |Weather—again become cool. State and prospects of crops continue food, 
= | Gaibanda “| 1:86 | Slight fever rather prevalent. ; 
= | ~| 182 
Bs as lee | aoe br clouds near} hot in da Sowings 

| 13 |Bogra, “ 24 .,| About |Weather—-rain nearly every evening; hot in daytime. 
g po | i | 050 aus dhan and jute completed in most parts of district. Outturn etunganitnaalk 
a | pulses good. Prospects favorable Rc 
% | 1 |Pabna, « 2% ,,| 061 |Weather—fine; coolat night; rain on 17th and 220d Weather very favorable 
= to agriculture. Public health good. a He 
% | 16 |Darjeeling, » “,| Nil  pypenenernti gee apes cloud and sometimes sunshine, Very warm in day, but 
5 | mornings and evenings cool. In Tersi sonia of bhadoi ‘dian going ¢ 
ra j | haimanti dhan being sown in nurseries. On Hills Indian-corn, ahd 

! look promising. ‘ ‘ 

a | Weather—nnsettled, Heavy storms with rain, Heavy rain 


somewhat 
agricultural operations, but dhadoi sowings well advanced. A few 
small-pox, bat general health good. Be 
——— cooler. aay re in cngeties SS day. 
pects of all crops good, rain not wan ae | 
ling and tend to choke young dhan. Suall-per oti 
health otherwise good. ; 
Nv Fret ‘ 
Heavy rain on 17th. Weather hot with strong south-ensterly wi 
Rothe erenseal Soc beth ony 208 ene 00s Sa of boro dh 
Public health good. : ae 























_ Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crops. and 
state of health at date 
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BENGAL —(Continued.) 
Eastern Districts,—(Continued. 


ittegong, Apl. 27 ” 
|: Noakholly, x 


. 


Ril ‘Transplanting of pania aus and sowing of amwn commented. Prospects 
favorable. Cattle disease in north continues, Cholera in Satkania, Raojan and 
Ramoo. Common rice 19 scers per rapee. 

2°47 |Weather—heavy rain on 16th greatly reducing temperature ; sines again hot. 
Much rice sown, and a act deal of iand looking green already Moong being 


Currracoye Divx. 











and Kendrapara sub-divisions. Ploughing going on rapidly, oe stilt 

reported. Common rice 18,4 to 21 seers per rupee. 

Nil |Weather—cloudy and sultry. Rain threatening. Heavy wind. ‘in on 18th. 

| from south and then it veered to north. Dalea paddy bei harvested. Sarad 
paddy lands are cultivated in many places, Moong and kuléhé boing harvested. 

Rain badly wanted throughout district. Sporadic cases of cholera. Small 

H pox not yet disappeared, Rice 20 to 26 Calcutta seers per rupee. 

| 74 |Two heavy thanderstorms in station, and rain generally throughout distriet 

| greatly reduced temperature. Ploughing again commenced, Cholera in 

| scattered places. 


88 | Pooree, » 8 «| 


| gathered. Ploughing being pressed forward. 
24 |\Chittagong Hill | : 
‘Tracts, » 20 ,,| 233 |Heavy rain on morning of 15th and evening «of 16th. Weather very warm from 
. 19th. Jum burning still continues. Hillmen commenced sowing paddy, 
b cotton and other seeds, Reaping of tobacco and chillies just begun. 
4 Hill Tipperah, ,, 21. ,,| 1:20 |Weather—clear and bright, Plantation of sugarcane still continues. Gathering 
| of chillies almost finished ; outturn fair. Public health good 
. BEHAE,. 
26 |Patna, Apl. 24 '80) Nil Wind shifting generally from east in morning and west during day. Harvesting 
{ | | of rubbee nearly completed. 
26 \|Gya, a Ew Nil |Wenther—hot Maximum reading in shade 1104, Cheena and sugarcane being 
sown. Rubber being threshed Public health generally good. 
27 |Shahabad, » 24 ,,| Nil /|Weatber—hot. Harvesting of rubbee crops completed ; outturn excellent. Mango 
promises well. Prices stationary. 
4 | 28 |Durbhunga, » 24 » | Nil |Weather—hot, with west wind. Harvesting of rubbee nearly finished and thresh- 
E ing in progress. Mango and indigo continue well. Prices falling. General 
health good. 
< | 29 |Mozufferpore, .. 24 80) Nil | Weather—warm, with east and west winds alternately. Fields being cultivated 
: | for bhadoi sowings. Cholera continues in parts of Seetamarbee. Public bealth 
o generally 
80 |Sarun, . 84 4 Nil |Weather—hot. East wind prevailing. Rudbee harvest completed; ontturn 
| excellent, Indigo prospects continue good. Cases of cholera and small-pox 
: | in mofussil. 
i ° 31 |Chumparun, , 24» | Nil |Weather—warm ; east wind prevalent; coolin morning. Indigo doing well 
| Rubbee harvested ; very good crop. Cholera still prevalent in some parts 
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Statements showing the total amount of Traffic and Tolis on the Canals for the month of 
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t Taos Total... | 83.080 | 1,61,780 95,266 | 3.408 | Iss | 2979 3 8} OO ae 
Pe Total of same month last year sh 48,810 2,11,995, | 1,464,390 | 3,158 | 193,990 vor ar ee 
b Se 
5 MISCELLANKOUS. | \ 
2 | Bamboos (13,075 in number)... -_ neal’ © Caeeabe 170 foo | : | 4596 
24 }Passengers (594 in nember) Tei. es Hee Pee oe 
Timbers (22in number)... 0 ee a a | 8s | | i | sie °| ‘ 
= Total eae) Se ae py ae sine! 
tere 2 Tota) of same month last year |e | 1,263 | <a | mF ee Os —— 
Vis ! | | i 
es a cet 
(2) STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION WORKS. 
——_ | - 
500 125 850 | 30 | $0 | ' 
2 lo 5 20 1} 16 
en eee TOS 263 | 6458 | 
20 Sis n | 462 
80 829 30 | SOb 
190 Ms 5 | ko | 
Mu 
eo 
suo 
1,570 
ee 
“month of last grade shows a: “Rs, 1.280, whictr is duo to the 
apices, Tmovllsneonagenda Meteor tl, egwseysoupean eee ” ~% 















Weight of 


Value of 
cargo. Mas. 


cargo. 


Number of 
boats. 
z 
; 
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a —_—_ --- 
as , 
ae? ABSTRACT. 
7 = a 7 | ! 
| Mds.* | Rs, Te. AP. 4. ?. 
420 | Private, including miscellaneous... a 85,080 1,62,038 95,266 3,408 | 123,623 8,300 14 16 
101 | Government stores, including miscellancous 7.80 2,869 25,307 835 14,036 sos 12 0 
bai Grand Total .. 40,920 | 1,064,407 1,18,663 4,238 | 137,657 $,059 10 10° 
604 | Grand total of same wonth last year .. 58,220 2,14,565 1,67,953 6,000 | 210,716 4,956 14 0 sinite 
——E a 
* Of this Rs, 638-6-10 1s the total collection of Gobri canal locks and Rs. 3,021-4-0 is the collection of Kendrapara canal locks, 
MEMo. Re. a. P. 
: Unrecovered balance on the Ist of the month ei | ip | 
; . Amount of tollage for the month ans tp i ow ws es a08 «. 3,669 10 10 
B Total ., 6,502 911 
f. Amount credited in the accounts for the month rT re ee. (ie) a | 
y Balance at the end of the month oe rT eT Tr er Pie] 
4 ; 
4 MEMO. OF FREE BOATS. 
os PARTICULARS. No. of boats. = Maunds. Tonnage. rey 
fe Rs. a. P. 
ce” Boats passed for Government officers on duty i 7 1 69 63 0 0 
" “A Boats conveying materials for Jamboo harbour works 2 a 20 780 
oats returning empty * 2 és soe ‘ 8 34 ” 912 0 
Steamers, &c., of Messrs. Bullock, Wellsted & Co. 6 3,061 109. 9 0 0 
. Total 17 5,609 210 170 4 0 
e High Level Canal, Range I. 
a 
Be Lenotn or Canat opEN—87 MILES, 
Bi LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
; (1) PRIVATE. 
| | fl 
! soo | 80 | 585 21 546 16 8 0 
| 100 | 1,000 166 6 138 3006 
nO 200 os 3 99 2n 0 
70 100 1% 7 223 540 
ee re 4045 14 4,519 m5 8 
550 2,200 1,086 39 810 wi2 0 
670 2,688 1,293 46 1,570 3612 0 
bo 500 a7 3 105 268 
400 2,000 765 27 Sal 2140 
250 100 508 18 ol 600 
550 1,100 962 35 1,109 2% 00 
1,000 4,000 1,700 61 2,066 O40 
coves enesee 783 wm 6,280 136 1 8 
. 600 2,500 927 33 900 “16 4 
80 lo 8 36 O12 0 
00 1,200 776 23 O42 340 » 4 
50 100 7 8 id 210 seeees N 
170 530 323 12 S02 910 frre - 
3 | 16 150 5 165 ee eee % 
neem SS Sai ane Seti. ? 
ee 5,110 18,515 18,008 ors | 19,960 | 48710 3°] © oF am 
=e) ect aS iy eet —_———— ay 
14,024 45,290 37,479 | 1,338 | 45,085 | 10543 | O aT % 





(2) STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION WORKS. 
































TONNAGE OF BOATS. | 



























By APPROXIMATE { 
ie) Nature of cargo i -| Tolla | toil hs 
r . | to 
) Weight of | Value of Mads Tons ‘mileage Lieree ton wite, 
| cargo. cargo. : . | 
is) 4S nee eee bie) Eevee LaVerne eee 
ABSTRACT. 
i ae | . l | 
| 7 | Mds. Ra. | | Re. a. P. ar 
| H | 
109 | Private, including miscellaneous... al 5.110 | 18,315 | 18,104 875 H 19,840 | 487 16 3 aie 
46 | Government stores, including miscellaneous | 0.600 635 | U3tAY Cy 2) | wis Oo 
175 Grand Total... 14,710 | 18,950 an | 26818 | 78 6 3 | 
— a ee | | oe el cancers 
388 | Grand total of same month last yenr | STO | 16.085 1 503 55,060 (1,783 8 3 
| | \ 
Memo, Re. a. P. 
Tinrecovered bainnee on the Ist of the month i412 0 
Amount of tollave for the month 79 6 3 
Total 1424 3 0 
Amount credited in the secounts for the month me 4 
Balnnice at the end of the month 61514 ¥ 
Valdunda Cana, 
Lenotu or CaNaL open—27 Mies. 
LOCAL TRAFFI’ 
. 
. Q) PRIVATE 
B | Paddy 1,901 2.987 “SO 
4) Timbers ‘ ves ‘ H ad 413 8 
i | Rubble . we oo ono 2165 
1 | Iron railing ov es $36 
3 | Passenvers ... 16,500 si13 4 
8 | Kmpty 2,217 “wos 
w Total 27.011 
os | Tita! of same month last year Ostu i310 5081 908 ~ 2 


MISCELLANKOUS, 


we | Timbers (13 in number) 
ve | Bam boos (4700 in number) 


a we) | Passengers (81! in numoer) 
7 oy Yotal 
vee Total of same month last year 




















(2) STORES AND MATERIALS POR IRRIGATION WORKS, 


° 
2 | Laterite apron ‘ 
7) Kubble ‘ ‘ “ 
1 Bamboomats  .. | i 
m 1 Total 


‘Total \y same month last year 


I 


| 
| 





12,184 
2,775 
165 


——- —— | —_. 


15,114 


a ge | = 


| 


346 
SS 
100 


581 


ABSTRACT, 

















SOG 736 isn“ im o 8 
4 75 20 “4 Bl 
“5 1S le 205 
12,106 42 1,021 wou 6 
Sso28 1358) |) 3.8h4 iw SS ows 
ee | ee eee — 








riot inci miseelinneou: 
ib stores, Including miscellaneous 


sam | 4er | 
14 Sel 


2408 | Buus 
15,554 | 


274i "79 
D802 1858 


5,487 2.857 


25,981 we | w275 





Grand Total 
total of sage month Inst year wal 


3870 | 





Mxmo. 
balance on the Ist uf the vere of Pobrumy _ 


Aolinee for the month 3, 





Dalian 








High Level Canal, Range II. 


Lenotn or CanaL opgeN—12} MiLEs. 




















3 APPROXIMATR TONNAGE OF BOATS. 
3 Nature of ca) nae ay 
A i — Weieht of | Value of | stag, von mile. 
£ cargo. cargo, 
° LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
.Q) PRIVATE, 












| Rear) a Fe 

1 | Castor seed Si, « 25 200 140 6 6o 280 

23 | Empty boats yi a ae a bbies re 5,200 1 1,265 61 0 6 

7|Gingelly te “a 4,000 1,904 7 Sr 380 0 

2 | Jaggery a a : 65 325 17% 6 72 38 0 

1 | Moong ‘ss ‘“ 200 198 6 oo 280 

2 | Paddy ae A soo 50 21 27% noo 

9 | Passengers (56 in number) eos 17a 63 776 z 60 

i 6 | Rice kt en on 2,504 9 1,209 8 0 

4 Bo | Total... 10,425 (10,367 sve | 4,587 22 6 0° oO 

-d Ty Total of same month last year 7238 26,408 939 11,008 arrvnrars O88 


MISCKLLANROUS. 


107 | Smali doneshs te 
3 | Timbers ($4 in number) 








The | Total S30) oe en ee ee ee 
| | | ES | | TT mcr | SS ee: 
i Total of same month last year - | deems | 43 | si0sae | stdtes | graven | 102215 0 osévee 


a | 
* In comparing with the corresponding month of last yenr the private trade shows a decrease of Rs. 360, which is du ie the 
tailing off of Fyrathe in items paddy, rice, salt, gingelly, timbers, bam boos, empties, &c. Mets 


(2) STORES AND MATERIALS FOR (KRIGATION WORKS. 


1 | Charcoal es we | 223 | a1, 9) 1108 | 



















































5 
az Kimpty boats me ooo |" ws! ree me gee 
_ | Laterite stone ad 13,789 _ __ 50 | B20 
60 Total. 8,200 | 450 25,606 S42 | 10,708) 408 8 OO 
yo | Total of same month last year... | 96,086 1181 | 1,03510| 3.707 | oa7es | Sole 2 0 
a MISCELLANEOUS. ere at a an: mre 4 | 
a 15 | Reoali doepebe.. eww rs ee ees ee . r web 0 | cuss 
ant & Ty Ce re! aan ry aN MENT ere meee y er) eas, 
4 set Total of same month /ast year arn areas , ae ; bgaen> Laie. Po eal © FPR, 
, v . . ABSTRACT. 
p : | ‘ Te 
Sores ite inne See | Oe is | | ee] ase | — 
aes — — OC | Pe Ree, 





oa | Grand Total... 10,865 11,209 | 34175 | 1,281 15,261 











419° «Grand total of same month Jest year. O07 41,327 | 130,113 | 4646 | 1,05,796 
i | 
Memo. Re. a. Pr. 
es Unrerovered balance on the Ist of the month  ... oo va ied - #215 9 
a Amount of tollage for the month a wi a pa - ms 96 
ee Amount credited in the accounts for the month ... ne : — vo a : 3 : 
‘ Balance at the end of the month a os see ies oe oo 6070 














¢ High Level Canal, Range III. 
Lexorn or Cana open—64 Mies, 


LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
(i) PRIVATE. 

































































































Ss 
; = Ton 4 
ny Tol! . ay | 
i 3 Nature of cargo. Woiaht of | Value of ‘ts rae | mite. | ollage. han Ll i 
; ~§ enrgo. cargo. : an mile, 
‘ % Sarat) ESEES | | 7 
' ‘ - 
| ! Rs. a. it ar tq 
Pe, Nil. Nil Nii, | _Nil | Ni | sONil Nil } wi igh 
% 0 Total of same month Inst ywor —.../ 1,000 | ws ems | aml | 1,388 200) O11 a, 
F a ee Se aes ee ¥ 
E ABSTRACT 4 
fart Sel oat ag | 
' 15 | Private, including miscellaneous ‘ 630 1,700 | 2563 | 8 iis ; 
: .. | Government stores, including miscellaneous! —..... worn | assem ceca s 
ry 15 Grand Total... 650 170 | 2553 | 92 | = 
Ag Ghee — —} | | a a a | 
20 | Grand total of same month last year... a a ’ 
' Memo. Ra. a. P. 
| Unrecovered balance on the Istof the month =... 17 #10 
| Amount of tollage for the month wi “77s 4 
Total ... 165 0 6 
Amount credited in the accounts for the month . a e zl 6w 
Balance at the end of the month 33°69 «6 
SOUTH-WESTERN CIRCLE. 
Midnapore Canal. é 
Lenota or Canat opry—-53 MIves. + ms 
LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
. 
y (1) PRIVATE. oi 
| | 
An t 2,600 | 12,810 | GSIB | nese Be 3S) ow. 
1 ut Raat wie siedy iad 50 500 M3 | 266) 7 
1 | Bones Pr Se ee eee | 50 w | WO see | 4s 0 Seas = 
1 | Bricks and tiles (1,000 in number) ... seit | 100 a a5 t  aaceat 1996 ei 
{ 31 | Brass and copper and their manufactures 4,025 1,67,.830 10,800 | 2 ll 6 
| %|Coalandcoke .. —.. on $s vt 7,800 5,326 15,775 | - iw 0 3 
| “ raw ant ave a 1,405 26,600 4,265 | wée6 
: 2 | Cocoanuta (2,600 in number) 30 75 | 235 612 0) 
| o7 | Cotton, twist yarn (European) 6,510 211,000 | 17,350 | 172 4 6 
| 4! Do, piece-goods (European) se 54,000 1,000 1215 6} 
t 4%! Do. ditto (Indian) ... 186 19,850 | 1,640 139 6 
19 | Curd see a 910 2725 | 4,005 Mu Oo - 
2 | Cattle, ‘a 10 36 130 120 
906 | Bmpty boats ne nee fee nee | o74 6 OO 
| ct ai 
om g 
, GT Kruiteand nutsof allkinds .. .. 0 «| 3670 | 4190 Ge F. S24 6 
f 110] Gram and pulee nn a ee ve | MG SOL | O89 HF... we 8 gy as 
E 10 | Goats and sheep (##9in number)... | 8 BH A 720 ees 
: 7 RCL, pecan ¢ 
Es 3 656 ~ 
| 7 3 8 0) 
F : 37 6) 
8 se 7 0! Ke 
k " @ 7 8) 
Bae sl REAP = le eee fl SO] UO] BT 40) 
hi 36 6 so! rs 
me a 4 6} @ 
8 378 0 be 
3 siete $ 1 Hi A 
2 3106 eS | 
¥, 2 4512 0, a 
8 1713 6 *S 
Ms os 8 0, 
1% 7704 6 
9 1415 0) | 
S oo 2 3 A 
wl 1 6 
ws30 | 
wn 6 
sls 2 
s1.e a 
> 6 8 i 
@s3 ve) 
si 5 6 i) 
wo 16 ous 
me @ = 
ae | 
88 i 
4 
J Ss 
. 









ek: 





Midnapore Oonal—voatinved. "A sik it ‘ 






APPROXIMATE TONNAGE OF BOATS. 


Ma % 
fa) ; re annette 
; ' ‘ N Fi = fl 
\ :3 eid taht of | Valne ot Mds Tons. 
z% *oargo, Cargo. 7 














Rate si 
ofne. Tollage. = iy} 


| ao 





















































































f _{2) BTOR STORES AND MATERIALS POR IRRIGATION WORKS. 
Ie ee ee ee 
a ! 
\ { | Mads. | Rts. 
2 | Coat Ee tae ee 1,006 | 820 
1 | Empty boat a ee a: er een Geer | x 
1 | Stores d ore ip hse | 2 | 200 : 
4 Total.) 1,080 | 520 
2 Total of same month last year | 1,410 | 4.505 | 
ABSTRACT, 
= = eo i are ee ,.. 4 —= siiiingh tommeshatidaee ae 
Risie | Private, including miseellaneons | 1,90,883 | 10,37, 76 | amass | s1.4N6 | ssn.gu | cr ane * 
‘4 &| Government stores, neluding misceliancous) 1,020 | | 2.270 Sl | 1,020 | whe 
3.808 | Grand Total 1,91,853 | 10,988,285 | 6,02,755 21,527 | 998,100 | “ast 4 ” snenes 
aaa | _—_oO_— — = aia banded Bede 2S ELBE PE 4 
\ 4.158 Grand tota) of same month last year 201,668 | 12,16,902 | 5,71,540 | 20412 SALON | BUS LL 9! esoees 
mecanffh eee eee, Cees Delnie Waaaese, ieee 
; - Canal Range V, Midnapore to Lutehmulpore, closed from 20th Pebruary 1880 for silt clearance, 
Pe * This includes tolls on the Naraingur Channe! amounting to Rs, °8-8-6. 
Mr, Re. a. Fe : 
Unreeovered balance on the Ist of the ancien sey ae ‘ a 1,000 11 3 
’ Amount of tollage for the month a 5 : ‘a a 6.974 4 0 
" Total... 7.47015 8 
4 : Amount credited in the account forthe month 4... 2 tee 6,565 8 0 
Ralance at the end of the month ar 8 on Se eT 1,105 7 3 
ina 
, Hidgellee Tidal Canal. 
” Lexotn oy Cana open—29 MILES. 7 e 
is: ‘ LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
; Q) PRIVATE, 4 
| | | | t 
| The Tidal Canal is closed during the month for silt clearance. 
‘ 
rg Total, , 7 ue SL b sake vee |e. suntig’” ake Gis 
2207 ' Total of same month Inst year... 152,000 | 3.31359 | 393,075 | 146110 258158 | 4505 9 yO 8S 
| —— 
MISCELLANEOUS. } { | i 
F | = | . } 5 \ . 
Nil os, ot ee Ni} Ni NNN Ni, Nit, 
Tota! | a ie | eee ee eer 
= ————! — an lee rae 
Total of same month jast year — | aed jo | as ee S| ep ore vat 


| 





Total 
® Total of same month last year 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Mi se at oes 
Total 
Total of same month last year 


Grand Total 
Grand total of same month inst year 









2.275 






| 

' 
¥ 
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MISCRLLANROUS. 


Rafts of bamboos and bullahs (872,975 in 


number). 
Total 
Total of same month last year 
































SONE CIRCLE. 
Arrah Canal. ‘ 
Ss Lenorn or Canat oren—G5 MILES. ie 
APPROXIMATE TONNAGE OF BOATS. | 
- > Gree Ton Rate of 
Nature of cargo. ‘ | Toliage. toll 
ii Weieht of | Valueof | ya, | pony, | ee \ton mle. 
z cargo. * cargo. | 
. 
LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
(1) PRIVATE. 
ee 
Mds. Ka, | Ra. « r.| a? 
29 | Rice . P 7,098 19,197 11,095 6 18 442 Ig 5 3| = 
20 | Balt ~ 9,480 | 10,268 nS, 6,242 176.12 9) seve 
63 | Other articles of food > 10,254 20,508 13,0680 458 15,846 168 Oo! oo. 
1 | Ti wears 5,210 6.716 230 | 10,2% 10 1 3 
1|Mustard =... o 125 10 o7 6 0 3} 
15 | Coal rae 5,760 2,875 | 14 ™ 14,766 1s 6 
2) Iron << teows 100 5 | 218 | 7 260 31 0) 
5 | Bags a 800 3,000 2» 1,126 920 
a soe alt . $25 326 “we 6 615 6 3) 
1) Machinery ..  .. dus ° ee 500) 2,000 768 27 1,080 nn @ 
9 | Piece-goods .. ke se 1,790 2500 | 3,200 14 a Bs 3) 
- Empty er ee wre sevens ceo 4 10,880 4 3 $| 
Less charged in tsi returns” “ cig One, eed a Lie) os 
207 Total 41,529 1,146,905 64,406 2,195 | 85,084 as 29 #8 19 
“s Total of same month last year 19,930 65,320 %,407 1,258 62,202 79 8 9 ore 
nes — [srceceeeene| ees ance eee ee Lae SS ce] 
























4 ABSTRACT. 
we ow | 4,590 | 1,146,905. | 
Government including miscellaneous 2,160 18,750 | 


48,679 _ aes 




















“Grand total of same month last year ...| 35,148 | __ 89,783 87,718 | 2802 | 67,007 9 0B) ane 
Memo. Rs. a. P. 
. Unrecovered balance on the 1st of ay a oy ion oes ws pany wo sl 
Amount of tollage for the month +“ aw oe sad os - 108 10 
Total = 1,693 9 11 
Amount in the accounts of the month ... ae on os ow LM 6 
* Balance at the end of the month ee oe os 3814 5 
Western Main Canal. 
* Lenora or Canal opEN—22 MILES. 
LOCAL TRAFFIC. : 
Q) PRIVATE. 
: en a eene 
70 7,400 5,275 rss? asa | WIS 3) con 
200 20 | * 8 | Me 2°00) ta 
575 oT) S20 | Yipes 
10 200 e185 Ot oo 
” 198 am ¢) 
161 4186 ees) 
1 as 69 1. 
15 619! - 
x9 730 40 
a 












ite 
z 
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x .. 
: sak 
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: 
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a 
us| 
~| 








ue Western Main Canal—continued. : ee 















































" JArproximaTe — | TONNAGE OP BOATS. coke 
ee Es Nature of cargo. Ae ES Mae ais a oa 
an : Woight of | Value of aa 
Eu. F Mads, Tons, n Soe 
q ~ oon ~ — — . 
e 4 Peay 
ces: (2) STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION WORKS. ise 

a . . 

E Rear] ae. iA 
ke: 9 | Empty boats ' ar: 51 918 ee yee Y 
9 Total 51 918 613 3] O18 | 
f amend ee es a ee 
Ky wv Total of same month last year 30 380 810 8 o 18 
fas. \ ; 
i - 
by . . 
i $7 | Private, including miscellaneous | 463) (11,618 173106) o... 
a 9 }Governwent stores, including miscellaneous on 918 HBB 8) seve 
Ba Grand Total 514) 13,836 179 7 9] aa 
i 38 | Grand total of same month last year .| 251) 5,060 | B18 0) sa 
L Mrmo. Rs. a. P. 


» 


Unrecovered balance on the Ist of the month oer tes tee tee -- 198 2 6 
Amount of tollage for the month = - oe ova «19 79 


| 
| 





Amount credited in the accounts for the month =... a“ wa ve “S193 9 




















‘ 
“Ss Patna Canal. ‘ 
wa Lenotu or Canal opEN—86} MILES. 
Ses oye 4 ’ ba 
| ila i LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
BA é 4 
; (1) PRIVATE. “= 
ae 7 ee eh | a k 
a | 1,510 | 3,070 1 ; 
Other tood 1600 86/800 | 3) 
t ae ae 300 1,250 M6 E 
Til . 6,212 19,598 | rd Bacon i 
400 | 1,600 1s sity 
* Stimulant .. er 90 1% ¥ j “se : 
Clothing ee 200 | 1,850 2 bien 
Staples of manufacture... ow Wao 2885 Pa} lies * 
ee Butiding materials, sow 70 | 4 fee ieee 
“al Cooking utensils 100 | 80 ot OS pamaed ; 
> Miscellaneous oe a1 19,765 4 +4 fies ‘ 
4 vl eesean 6 oe J ¥ 









MISCELLANEOUS, 
Bamboos and bullahs (580,394 in camber) 
Bullabs (29 in raft) os 
Passengers (6 in number) 





(2) STORES AND MATERIALS POR IRRIGATION WORKS. 











sie des ah Gel 350 
ek aie a” ee 900 
eae pes od 80 
Eien Ged Nen’ pe “ 
aie saw. | ae) eetallsttee 


J) ie ; p 
Teh GASES 3 ait, ae 


A © VAN 


PRIL. 




































































































































iad 
; 5] 
Torn AGE ov noats. | | olf 
——— —|——; | _ It | a 
\ Nature of cargo. } mileage. Tollage. | toll per ty 
“a Weight of | Value of | toc oe. 
ea cargu. | cargo. aie: | Same: | ‘ 4%! 
“se 
Bia Se... ead as eS Be sc tctnicia ee i 
ABSTRACT. oa 
mincellancous ie 81,427 ase | 1em| ame | ores, oO? " " 
‘ wee | Brett sentetores, including tlscelianecus| 1,370 “4 zo | | 1861 a 4 
—— — ——_——_ —_ — | —_— : 
Raa” Y . Grand Total | 14a7e | SBN) ae) esas | te 8 aa 
$46 | Grand total of same month inst year...) 44713 | 76H ION I4 S88 | 100,777 1K 9| nny q 
| i 
cause 1 having been collected this month than in the corresponding period of Inst year is due to closure of 
P Misha fey repeare laa moeth. Bowcter, the traffic is improving, as the collections of this month have more than doubled that of last 
Y ipo yee Mano. ° 
Ty : Ra. a. P. 
: Unrecovered balance on the Ist of the month. 3A 6 6 ; 
Amount of tollage for the month os “e 7H 1 3 ] 
‘ Total . 7519 
. Amount credited in the accounts for the month 58815 8 
Balance atthe end of the month —... Gs wwe ; oa ae m6 2 0 4 
ABSTRACT. i a 
. | TOLLAGE OF THE YRAR | TOLLAOR OF THE YEAR 
| 1879-80. 1878-79. 
CANAL. | nS 7 STNG PUREE Remarks 
‘ During the | Toend of ng eer 
| eam (ae) See ; 
} | av 
= ee eer es ee eee a i pace 4 
2 Onissa Crncrx. i Rs, a. | Us. a. r.| Rs. ar.) ks. a. P. “a : 
. 1 
Kendrapara we ee | 8,659 1010 | S823 LO 4.95616 0 S149 0 7) > | 
High Level, Range 1 wn 7006 3! 7:88 8 0 1783 8 3 10671 81) aie » te 
‘dunda a : 36628 «=: 582 1110 8) 1,583 10 9 
» Bigh Level, Range 11 ny va 708 9 6) 1042812 6! 2.69012 0! «6.902 7 7 | 
Ditto, | do MW . 778 1.200 3 4| 173 10 6, 45 9 6 ‘ . 
Zz | _——— | -t A 
Total Oribsa Circle 5040 411 53,370 9 8) 9790 6 6) HOI Se Pa re 
’ \ | cece em | cones 
; Sourn-Werras Cigcie 
> ae wee eae | GTO OO] 87880 5 6] 888311 9) 71,882 12 ” 
RE rm es (mantle | 4653712 3, 454213 5 | 50,935 9 9 
bile ” Total South-Western Circle |__ 6376 4 0| 1,31,908 1 9 10,486 8 | 1,223,168 6 8) 2 A 
eee Sone Crecug. | | | i 
Pasi. : 4 
arran we ee ee | 0881 OO] 10,761 2-7) 19 0 9| 870012 0. i 
DE tn Pree. tes eer oon 1799 79 > 137710 6 “ls 0 1 5 9 4 
point Pane SO om om) wat 3) ave 2 Tues 8 8) lates TS . i 
Be Total one Circle ...| 1.06 4 0) 938015 2 2347 8 6| 26902 8 2 
Fees PERE ll ot a 
tos 4 (GRaND Toran =... | 13,886.12 11 | 200,000 10 7 22.583 4 11 | 2,98,761 15 0 o 
a) et ate chatnapeamemnnevemrerermenieigiaer- ames: - Sa et Serer Ses eee. 7 4 
be ; H. C. Levinor, | 
x Joint-Secy. to the Government of Bengal, a 
: The 27th April 1880. P. W. Dept., Irrigation Branch. ian 
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ea Ms f Fluctuation of Tra on, the, Tizhoot State Railay for the month of 


ae Dot wool 4 ed during the month of xe 1880 aggregated maunds 1,91,260 as compared with 
Tan ttl quant of on * sgomadscter, a period of 1879, and maunds 1,97,674 carried during the previous month, show- 
- tectamammt gael. team can ~snagmabaae aes ‘ 
Thoreases. : 2 A 
% ~ and wae ae dss Mds. 6,384 
ae. Be in revivinge 
te mort ofc purposes Mds. 16,545 


Food-grains 
ncrease is due for the most part, to the rivers being unna igable “and the road trying to the bullocks at this sea: 
E a wee a very small portion of the quantity of grain ng sane other means from the districts ant touched by the a 
d hi i. ee doen 
- tis caer areprien of this staple, ‘the collecting centres ‘being at the termini of ‘the line. ie li te 
17, . ane. 













rb soe this staplo as to food-grains. Were the rivers possable, a return cargo would be guaranteed 
downwards. 
eee Saltpetre > Mds. 1 : 
; Although the enn has not been recceatul sree the month, the — is favourable. aid Laer re 
S Sugar eee Mds a32 ic 4s 
' A nominal increase. me 
. Tobacco Mds. 4,300 . Jae 
. ‘This staple will form an important itgm of the traifle of this line since the opening ‘of the Poosah concern at Wini. at 
r Miscellaneous goods Mds, 589 . os - 
This trun most part is made up of ‘chillies, ghee. and oil, wine and spirits, oilman’ 's stores, ke. a 
Decreases, 
sy en aa . on ove a aoe ee Mds 15 
* Nominal and dependent on local requirements. , 
es Piece-goods ene oe one ‘x6 gaa ves os Mds. 5,787 
The local markets are — . 
4 Seeds, indigo “ Mds. 7.543 





The indigo seed.carried over the line is merely for the supply. of factories “adjacent to the railway, and forms but an iota 
nto mar alr phir in the district vid Patoa Ghat. Managers of concerns to the north of Mozufferpote and Dar- 
_ dhanga find ‘en interests to cart, as the railway does not extend far enough into the district to” be of any 


tem eg to 
Mds. 8,209 * i 
The same oon donuts will apply to this staple, the railway being ‘used when markets are brisk, ey 
o — . a 
Pe, Nia TIRHOOT STATE RAILWAY. 


Trarric DerarTment. e BY 
"Statement showing BSccin and Decreases in Maundage of Staples carried over the Line durihg the 


month of vasa 1600 as eesti with the ls ccc idetad of 1879. 
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‘at Incrempe | seers wicginiey” CAA» Aduetanad 1) eicedeiad sietine 
: Dated Somastipore, the Vith Aprit 180. =———S—SS—s=*~S*S*S. MM. Jom TON, Trafic Superintendent. i 
; ee Cee 
en of tion of Traffic on the Patna and Gya State Railway for onth ae 
of March 1880. a : a is x 
Ta gre ea a ev during the month of March 1880 aggregated maunds 1,36,820 as 
the previous month, showing an increase of maunds 17,960. 


” PATNA ete GYA STATE RAILWAY. * 
‘ ‘narvic Derarrmenr. 


jundage o Staple carried over the Line aartng the month of March 1880. | 
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iM EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY, ~ 4 te 
Boke adetanid Return “¥ aids sits week ended 10th April 1880 on 171} miles open. * ‘* ft 
i ry SSS ee aL ES ERs a =! 
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acerca } Coaching receipts. | Weight eee Receipts. M * Po 


























} Ra, A. P.| “ds. Mas. s. | «. 4. 

ol 35,257 25,569 0 0) 2345 10 6 1,746,936 0 6 

uf 205 148 16 0 | 13 121 1,018 34 01, 
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i fe a ag | 
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week of 34,8614 | 25,387 9 11 | 232212 $ 
Saree | ‘ } 

203 | 17 8 5 18.10 6 
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ate OF THE GOVERNMENT ESTATE DAMIN-I-KOH IN THE 
SONTHAL PERGUNNAGBS. 


, i . a { REVENUE DEPARTMENT.—LAND REVENUE, 
Sa aaa ee Calcutta, the 19th April 1880. 
i i gata RESOLUTION, 
- Reap—,, 


s The report of the Commissioner of the Bhagulpore Division on the settlement of the ” 
_ Government Estate of the Damin-i-koh in the Sonthal Pergunnahs. 
The Lieutenant-Governor has read this report with great satisfaction. The 
‘settlement has been completed speedily, cheaply, and successfully ; the oper- 
- ations were commenced and concluded within a period of about ten monthsy 
ata cost of Rs. 26,696; and the result shows a substantial increase of the -, 
mue payable to Government, while at the same time a low rate of Asses§- 
, has been maintained, and the conditions of the settlement have been * 
rally. a4 cheerfully accepted by the people. Mr. Wood deserves much 
for his jadicions management of the operations, and for the full and 
eo’ which he has submitted ; and his efforts appear to have been’ 
ly seconded by the subordinate officers employed. , i we 
‘estate of the Damin-i-koh, comprising the Rajmeha! hills and 
i forms the central tract of the Sonthal Pergunnahs, and 
of 1,366 square miles, The great majority te the inhabitants 
Dut the er hills are ied by a Kolarian tribe of aborigines 
Tdsmmées> 



























ngali and up-country im ts, 
8 bes the Fes so te Dutakits of 








3. The last settlement of the Damin-i-koh was concluded in 1868, and 
took éffect from the Ist May in that year. The term of the settlement*was 
six years, but the period was afterwards extended, and the settlement has 
virtually lasted for eleven years, up'to the $lst March 1879, from which date 
the settlement now concluded will come into force. The Government revenue, 
which had previously been Rs. 56,059-14, was raised by the settlement of, 1868 





* to” Rs. 1,00,165-4, the total number of villages ascertained being 1,481. 


- 


The present settlement inchides 1,775 agricultural villages and 33 bazars, 
and the total revenue assessed dmounts to Rs. 1,77,495-3-9, the increase in 
the land revenue alone béfag nearly 80 per cent. . 

4. It is satisfactory to find that, so far as ean be ascertained, this large. 
increase of revenue is due entirely to the extension of cultivation, i not to 
any undue enhancement of the rates of assessment. The rental of 1868 was 
estimated to give a general average of 5 annas 1} pie per beegha, whereas the 
average at the present settlement is a little Jess than 33 annas. The cothpari- 
son, it is true, cannot be very accurately made, for this is the first settlement . 
of the Damin at which any attempt has been made to measure the lands, - 
all previous assgssments having been made on a calculation of the number of _ 
ploughs. ButMhe general increase of cultivation, as shown by the figures. 
given below, is so marked as to render it highly probable that the addition’ 
to the rev@hue has really been obtained without any enhancement of the 


© 


2) 


# 


* rates :— 
1868, > 1879, . 
Number of villages hee ie 1,481 1,775 +. 
Do. of cultivators we sis 23,468 40,039 
Do. of ploughs ee ea 35,323 50,448 


: 5. It was considered in 1868 that an assessment based on the number 

of ploughs was better suited to the state of the country and the condition of 
the people. But it appears that even then Mr. Wood recommended a measure- 
ment of the lands; and the measurement, which has nowe been carried out, 
has caused no opposition or dissatisfaction. It is not, howevés..to™be under- 
stood that the lands of each ryot have been separately~ measured. The 
prevalence, among the Sonthals, of the village community system, made it neces- * 
sary only to measure and assess the lands of each village as a whole, and, 
to fix a lump rental, which was afterwards distributed by the yillage punchayet a 
among the cultivating members of the community. The highest rates . 
assessed were 6 annas per beegha for rice lands of the best quality, and 4 annas 
for baree or high lands yielding two crops; inferior qualities of rice land beihg 
assessed at 5 and 4 annas, and baree lands yielding one crop at 14 an 

and lanna. In the Rajmehal sub-division, which contains the largest. 

of the best rice land, and in which the assesments are consequently highest, 
the average rent paid by each cultivator is Rs. 4-8-9, and the average per 
beegha is 8} annas. In the adjoining zemindari properties the rates for 
similar lands are more than double these amounts. , 

6. The benefit of these low rates has not been extended to the Bengali |. 
and other foreign ryots who have been permitted to retain their holdingsin 
the Damin. Itis not the desire of Government to encourage the settlement — 
«inside the Damin of persons not belonging to the country: the lands of sueh 
Pee haye therefore been assessed at rates nearly approaching those pai by 
dn the neighbouring zemindari estates. ane 

7+» The conditions of the leases which have been granted -to the village 
headmen have the Lieutenant-Governor’s approval. The headmen are. ore 
bidden to eject any ryot without a decree of court, or to permit. the se 
‘tient of any foreigner without the District Officer’s sancti 
entitled to a commission of 8 per cent. on the village 
that the ent revenue is punctually paid. This sy 

jon roduced at the settlement of 1868, 1 
satisfactory. 1 BGS # 


ant the 

























9, The bussori-tax is a kind of ground tent, levied from non-agricul- 
_ tural tenants, such as weavers and potters, and froth a few shop-keepers and 
mahajuns. ‘It was first introduced in.1868, with the object of checking the 
influx of foreigners into the Damin. The present Deputy Commissioner 


objects to the tax, af being virtually a second license-tax; but the Lieutenant- - 


Governor observes that all the experienced local officers desire 10 retain ity 
and that there are strong practical” arguments in favor of its continuance. 
The amount assessed for the current year i¢ only Rs. 1,854, of which Rs. 1,001 
levied in the Rajmehal sub-division. The demand for 1869 was Rs. 2,939. 

The object of the tax is administrative ratier than financial ; and, 80 far 

- from abolishing it, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks that the levy of it should 
be strictly enforced. From a separate report which the Commissioner has 
submitted, it appears that the collections have of late years been seriously 
neglected, but that in future the demand and realizations of each year will 


be regularly entered in the accounts. Under the circumstances of the case, _ 


. the Lientenant-Governor authorizes the Commissioner to write off all arrears 

of the tax up to the 3lst March 1879, which have not been actually realized 
. before these orders are received. 

, 10. The bazar rents form the largest item of miscellaneous revenue, and 
amount to’ Rs 5,823-8. Up to the settlement of 1868 the actual receipts were 
un in, as the bazars were farmed; but the system was then introduced, 
of employing chowdries, who are remunerated by a commission of 10 per cent, 

“on the colle@ctions. The Lieutenant-Governor approves of the continuance 
of this system, but he desires that care may be taken to see that remissions 
are not improperly allowed by collusion between the chowdries and the bagar. 
tenants. 6 

. 11. The fishery rents amount to only Rs. 362, nearly the whole of them 
“being in the Rajmehal sub-division. A further report is awaited from the 
Commissioner* regarding the leases of stone-quarries and coal-mines, which 
are not fully noticed in the settlement report. It is also stated that a few 
iron furnaces are worked, but it has not been thought necessary to assess 


them. ; : 

? Pia, A representation has been made to Government by the Agent of the 
» © Bast Indian Railway, who has urged the inconvenience to the railway employés 
of the order which prohibits Bengalis and other foreigners from settling or 
holding land within the Sonthal Pergunnahs. It appears to the Lieutenant- 
Goyernor that the orders have been somewhat misunderstood. ‘here is no 

ni prohibition affecting the Sonthal Pergunnahs ; and the order which 
robibits the settlement of foreigners in the Damin is not a new one. The 
amin-i-koh is an estate specially reserved by Government for the settlement 
ofSonthals and hillmen, and the exclusion of foreigners from it is an essential 
element of the policy which Government desires to pursue in the administra- 
tion of this tract of country. It has therefore been decided, after full consider- 
_. ation, that foreigners shall not be permitted to hold land within the boundaries 

. of the Damin ; and that those who may have transgressed this rule, in the face 

of the repeated warnings which have been issued on the subject, shall bé 

_ evicted. The Lieutenant-Governor can hold out no hope that this principlé. 

will be relaxed or modified in favor of any class of Bengali séttlers who may 


. 


5 have taken lands in the Damin since the settlement of 1868; but it does not - 


_ appear to him that the maintenance of the rule need cause any practical» 
ee nconvenience to the railway authorities in finding accommodation for their 
| Subordinates. There is no objection to. their settling in the Sonthal Pergunnahs 
hs tside the Damin boundary: and within the Tarhin itself they can vither 
au cated on plots set apart for the purpose by the Deputy Commissioner, ih 
the railway officers, or they can find quartets'in the bazars, 
0 y cannot be allowed to occupy agricultural lands which have been 
; r special classes of the coer. : ; 
ae ‘About one-sixth of the Damin-i-kob, or an area of fof 200 tow50 
q es, i pied by the Paharias; whose numbers at the census of 

ited to 68,336. Mr, hes 20 on shows that the Sonthals have 


extended their cultivation up to the foot of the hills are beginni 
the slopes, and that consequey tly the time tas eatin Teoma tow 
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and for ‘maintaining the proprietory title of the Government. The Ura =: 
Governor approves of the Commissioner's 'p oe: gar to hold an enquiry into this 
ft 


question ‘through an experienced officer of the Sonthal Perguonalis ; and this 
should be done as soon as possible after the taking of the census in January next. 
It should be distingtly understood that the Government is “the proprietor of the 
hills, except so far as it may have transferred its proprietory right by the \ eae 
of jaghire to the Chiefs, and that beyond this the hillmen have no ts 
except that of occupancy. The leasing out of lands (other than jaghir lands) 
~ by the Paharia sirdars to Sonthal cultivators should in no case be permitted. 
The Hillmen should not be disturbed in the occupation of such lands as the 
require for their own support, but plough-cultivation should be encouraged . 
without being enforced. ‘the Lieutenant-Governor will await the submission 
of more detailed proposals by the Commissioner in reference to this important 
uestion. 
i 14. The Lieutenant-Governor approves and confirms the present settle- 
ment for ten years, with effect from the lst April 1879. The thanks of Govern- 
ment are due to the Commissioner for his careful supervision of the settlement 
work, and for the successful conclusion of arrangements which are conducive 
alike to the interests of Government and to the prosperity and contentment 
of the people. The Lieutenant-Governor has noticed with satisfaction the 
commendation bestowed on Messrs. Rattray and Swinden and on Moulvie Shere . 
Ali, as well as on the other officers mentioned in Mr. Wood's report. at 


By order of the Lieutenaut-Governor of Bengal, 
H. J. REYNOLDS, 
Secy. to the Government of Bengal. 


wes See EES 
LIBERALITY OF BABUS MOHESH LAL AND NUKOHED LAL IN 
CONSTRUOTING A MASONRY BRIDGE OVER THE RIVER’ » 
° SOWRAH IN PURNEAH. ‘ 
No. 16PW, dated Bhagu!pur, the 10th April 1880. * 
From—C, T. Mercatrg, Esg., c.8.1., Offg. Commr. of the Bhagulpur Division and 
Sonthal Pergunnahs, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department. 

I nave the honor to forward herewith copy of a letter No. 2, dated the 
2nd instant, from the Chairman, Municipal Committee, Purneah, reporting on 
the completion of a large solid masonry bridge over the river Sowrah, connect- 
ing the old city of Purneah with the civil station, at a cost of morethan — 
Rs. 50,000. The amount has very liberally been contributed in moieties by ~ 
Babus Mohesh Lal and Nukched Lal, zemindars and bankers of Purnéah. — 

* The former gentleman has also personally supervised the work whilst under - 
consiruction. 

2. The bridge has supplied a long-felt want, and the public will now 
‘derive immense benefit from it. The Chairman’s letter gives a full deseri 

me re bridge. I would ask the Government to acknowledge the Liberality of 
onors. 


« 












% No. 2, dated Purneah, the 2nd April 1880, gh oh 
? From—J. Pratt, Esq., c.s., Vice-Chairman of the Puraeah Municips 
~ To—The, Commissioner of the Bhagulpur Division. ~ an 

Phys Office No. 489PW, dated the 20th September 1879, 1 
eport thab b over the river Sowrah, the construction of ish 1 : 

Jusuary 1875, O75, aus completed 4 in October 1879. he 

are due: to eed Mohesh Lal and Nukehed ‘Lal, who 
ively, and occupation rag fact and money 
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i “began: to . Wells were sunk for the piers by ordinary manual labor; but 
Mr. oa 1 gia: uperintending Engineer, after inspecting the work in January 1876, 
recommended that the piers should be sunk at least 12 feet below the bed of the river, or 
otherwise he feared that the bridge would be swept away by the stream, Mr. Kemble 
accordingly took measures and procured three Bull’s dredgers from Sahibgunge. The princi- 

stl piers that were in mid-stream were all sunk from 12 to 15 feet below the river-bed. 

othe 4th January 1877, after eight arches had been turned, two of them suddenly collapsed. 
After some delay, whieh was thought necessary for propitiating the god Siva, the Babus bad 
the work resumed and carried on to completion. 

The bridge itself is 324 feet long and 18 ®et broad, and the approaches north and south 
are 74 and 70 feet in length, with 25 and 30 feet openings respectively. The bridgesrests on 
17 piers, each of which is 25 feet broad and 5 feet 6 inches thick. There are 16 arches, each 
of 16 feet span. The work is believed to be strong and durable. Tae masonry may be 
described as of good second class quality. Tne roadway over the bridge is mado of consoli- 
dated pebbles. The walls on either side are sufficiently high and solid to protect passengers 
and vehicles from accident. 

» The cost of the bridge was something more than Rs. 50,000, which was paid by Babus 
Mohesh Lal and Nukched Lal. The former showed much energy in supervising the work 
whilst under construction ; in fact, he not only provided a moiety of the funds, but also built 
the bridge at much personal inconvenience, 

‘Mr. Kemble, the late Collector, was mainly instrumental in getting the work under 
construction after it had been proposed, and gave considerable assistance in procuring the 
proper plans and implements. 


No. 411, dated Darjeeling, the 30th April 1880, : 
From—A. Mackenziz, Esa., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
To—The Commissioner of the Bhagulpore Division. ‘ 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 16PW, 
dated the 10th instant, wit enclosure, reporting the completion of a maso 
bridge over the river Sowrah, connecting the old city of Purneah with the civil 
station, at a cost of more than Ks. 50,000, and stating that the amount has been 
contributed in moieties by Babus Mohesh Lall and Nukched Lall, zemindars 
and bankers of Purneah. 


2. In reply, I am desired to request that you will be good enough to 
convey to those gentlemen the Lieutenant-Governor’s thanks for their liberality 
and public spirit. The papers will be published in the Supplement to the 
Calcutta Gazette. 
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